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THE THRONE OF GRACE. 



PREFACE. 



THE writer of the following pages has 
endeavored to set forth the duty, 
the privilege, and the blessedness of hum- 
ble, earnest, persevering prayer. He has 
attempted no particular arrangement of the 
subject, but has sought to bring before his 
readers some of those gracious invitations 
and sweet promises of the Word of God, 
which our Heavenly Father has given to 
allure and attract us to a Throne of Grace. 

In so doing, he has made it his chief aim 
to represent Christ Jesus as the only, all- 
sufficient Saviour and High Priest, through 
whom alone we can draw nigh to God, and 
for whose sake alone, God has graciously 
promised to hearken to our prayers to 
pardon our sins to help our infirmities, 
and to bestow upon us whatsoever things 
He knows in tlis unerring wisdom to be 
needful, or expedient for us. . 

It has also been the object of the writer, 
to impress the necessity of private, family, 
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6 PREFACE. 

and social prayer in order to our growth 
in knowledge and in grace to our con- 
tinual advancement in godliness and to 
the strengthening and nourishing of our 
souls unto life eternal. We must live in 
entire dependence upon Christ in the ex- 
ercise of faith upon God in Christ trusting 
Him in all, for all, with all, trusting Him 
with all our concerns, for soul and body 
for this life and eternity for ourselves and 
others " casting all our care upon Him, 
knowing that He careth for us." 

In illustrating and enforcing such pre- 
cious truths as these, the writer has drawn 
from his own past experience in a season of 
protracted illness, and he has availed him- 
self of the thoughts and sentiments of others 
who have realized, in like manner, the peace 
the comfort the strength the hope and 
joy, attendant on humble, believing prayer. 

The writer has felt, (oh, how often ! ) that 
in times of weakness and weariness of suf- 
fering and sorrow there is no refuge no 
place of rest, which can, for a moment, be 
compared with the heavenly mercy-seat. 
There, the burdened soul may cast itself on 
the bosom of infinite love there, anxieties, 
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doubts, and fears may be freely disclosed, 
there, a "peace which passeth all under- 
standing," may be enjoyed there, the 
world with its cares, and troubles, and sor- 
rows, may, for a season, be effectually ex- 
cluded, and in sweet communion with the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, faith 
may be strengthened love increased 
hope enlivened repentance deepened 
yea, every spiritual want, and longing, and 
desire, Grace with more simplicity and 
godly sincerity than hitherto with a live- 
lier faith, a warmer love, a deeper penitence 
with hearts more humbly dependent on 
His grace, and more firmly devoted to His 
service. 
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GRACIOUS INVITATION. 



GRACIOUS INVITATION. 

" Let us therefore come boldly unto the, 
throne of grace." 

"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you." 
JAMES iv. 8. 

HOW highly do men prize an invitation 
to approach the throne of an earthly 
monarch ! how eagerly is the influence of 
the great and powerful solicited to secure this 
honor! and how ungrudgingly are time 
and wealth given in preparing for the eventful 
day ! Yet, after all, it is but the invitation 
of one human being to another of a worm 
of earth to its fellow-worm of a sin-stained 
child of Adam to its sinful and polluted 
brother. 

Here we have the " High and Holy 
One:" "the everlasting God, the Lord, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth " " the 
King of kings and Lord of lords," not only- 
permitting but inviting and encouraging 

(13) 



14 THE THRONE OF GRACE. 

the children of men to " draw nigh " to His 
throne to approach His sacred presence, 
and to make known to Him all their long- 
ings and desires. Oh ! amazing condescen- 
sion ! unutterable grace ! Divine majesty 
stooping to utter meanness, infinite purity 
to infinite sinfulness, heavenly omnipo- 
tence to earthly weakness! Well might 
the psalmist exclaim, " What is man, O 
Lord, that thou art mindful of him ? or the 
son of man, that thou visitest him ? " 

Reader, it is a solemn thing to pray, to 
" draw nigh " to Him who " searcheth the 
heart, and trieth the reins of the children of 
men," to enter the presence-chamber of 
the Almighty, to stand as on the gleam- 
ing pavement of heaven, the abode of 
purity, and holiness, and love, to have 
audience with that God, before whom the 
angels veil their faces, and at whose foot- 
stool they prostrate themselves in lowly 
adoration. O my soul ! seek to realize 
when thou prayest, that thou art on holy 
ground, that every desire and every word, 
sent up to the Hearer and Answerer of 
prayer, are clothed with unutterable im- 
portance; that to him the very heart is 
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laid bare, its every secret scanned by His 
all-penetrating glance. How awful a thing 
in His sight must be any trifling with so 
great a privilege! any irreverence of 
thought or manner in His sacred presence! 
any carelessness in spreading at His foot- 
stool the anxieties which we feel, or the 
wants which we would have supplied! 
With unerring wisdom He can discern the 
formal from the true worship; He can com- 
pare the outward and the inward, the 
words which are audible, and the beatings 
of the heart which He alone can perceive. 
He can and does mark, in the various peti- 
tions offered at His footstool, which was the 
utterance of sincere and fervent desire, and 
which the thoughtless effusion of uncon- 
cerned formality. 

Prayer is the nearest approach to God, 
and the highest enjoyment of Him that we 
are capable of in this life. We are then in 
our highest state, we are upon the utmost 
height of human greatness, not before 
kings and princes, but in the presence and 
audience of the King of all worlds, and can 
be no higher, till death is swallowed up in 
glory. Yes, to pray to God is indeed a 
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blessed privilege how blessed, let that soul 
tell that is oftenest before God, wrestling 
with an undaunted faith and a holy perse- 
verance ! Oh ! how it lightens the heavy 
burden! how it raises the affections above 
the things of the world ! how it seems to 
give new life to the drooping spirit ! : how 
it imparts new vigor to faith, new fervor 
to love, new intensity to zeal, to be much 
in communion with God ! It is the conso- 
lation of the sad, the joy of the happy, the 
food of the soul, the source and safeguard 
of every benefit. Prayer averts the wrath 
of God obtains the pardon of sin con- 
quers our vices delivers us from danger, 
and inflames us with the love of God. It is 
the great means appointed by God for pre- 
serving the health of the soul. It is to 
the spiritual part what air and exercise are 
to the bodily part. Hungry and thirsty, 
the soul in prayer feeds upon the promises 
of God ; oppressed by the heavy atmos- 
phere of the world, the soul in prayer seems 
to breathe the fresh, pure air of heaven. 
Distracted, hindered, filled with earthly 
things, the soul is enabled to mount up- 
ward as on eagle's wing; it ascends to an 
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atmosphere of holiness and joy, far above 
the earth ; rinding new employment for all 
the powers of its regenerate nature; the 
eye of faith to see the ear of obedience to 
hearken the hand of love to work the 
tongue of gratitude to praise. 

So great is the privilege, so blessed the 
employment, that it might appear at first 
sight strange that such a duty as that of 
prayer should need enforcement. When 
poor, weak, sinful creatures, who deserve 
to be excluded from God's presence, are 
invited, notwithstanding all their guilt and 
imperfection, to enter the presence-chamber 
and approach the very throne of the King 
of kings, ^ve might imagine that no very 
pressing argument would be necessary to 
persuade to such a privilege; we might 
suppose that even as water by the thirsty, 
and medicine by the dying, it would be 
seized with quick avidity, and drunk with 
the liveliest gratitude. But, alas ! we are 
corrupt and fallen, and our very corruption 
makes unpalatable to us the means of its 
removal our very fall has made it irksome 
for us to attempt to rise. 

And even with the believer, it too often 
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happens that the weakness of his faith arises 
from the infrequency and coldness of his 
prayers; for, assuredly, if there be declen- 
sion here, there will also be declension in 
every part of the work of the Spirit in the 
soul. It is prayer that keeps every grace of 
the Spirit in active, holy, and healthy ex- 
ercise. It is the stream, so to speak, that 
supplies refreshing vigor and nourishment 
to all the plants of grace. It is true, that 
the fountain-head of all spiritual life, and 
" grace to help in time of need," is Christ, 
for " it pleased the Father that in Him 
should all fulness dwell;" but the channel 
through which all grace comes, is, prayer, 
ardent, wrestling, importunate prayer. Suf- 
fer this channel to be dry, permit any 
object to narrow or close it up, and the 
effect will be, a withering and decay of the 
life of God in the soul. Every plant will 
droop, every flower will fade and lose its 
fragrance. 

O Christian ! see to it, then, that you are 
earnest in prayer. Be not discouraged be- 
cause it brings no immediate answer, but 
feeling that without the blessing you desire, 
.you must continue dull and spiritless, that 
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your path will be one of gloom and sorrow, 
that you will grow daily more and more 
weak and feeble, let your cry unceasingly 
ascend, until it shall please the Lord to 
grant your request, until He send a renewal 
of grace and strength, and fill your soul 
with heavenly blessing. 

Remember the assurance, " Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you ; " and 
if further assurance is needful, listen to the 
words, " Delight thyself in the Lord, and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine heart." 
" The eyes of the Lord are upon the right- 
eous, and his ears are open to their cry" 
" Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also 
in him, and he shall bring it to pass." " Call 
upon me in the day of trouble, and I will 
a?iswer thee. 

Thus will you soon be enabled to realize 
as you have done in times past the 
efficacy of believing prayer, and, with the 
psalmist, you will say, "Verily, God hath 
heard me ; he hath attended to the voice of 
my prayer." " I love the Lord, because he 
hath heard my voice ; because he hath in- 
clined his ear unto me, therefore will I call 
upon him so long as I live." 
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blessed privilege- how blessed, let that soul 
tell that is oftenest before God, wrestling 
with an undaunted faith and a holy perse- 
verance ! Oh ! how it lightens the heavy 
burden! how it raises the affections above 
the things of the world! how it seems to 
give new life to the drooping spirit ! how 
it imparts new vigor to faith, new fervor 
to love, new intensity to zeal, to be much 
in communion with God ! It is the conso- 
lation of the sad, the joy of the happy, the 
food of the soul, the source and safeguard 
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of God obtains the pardon of sin con- 
quers our vices delivers us from danger, 
and inflames us with the love of God. It is 
the great means appointed by God for pre- 
serving the health of the soul. It is to 
the spiritual part what air and exercise are 
to the bodily part. Hungry and thirsty, 
the soul in prayer feeds upon the promises 
of God ; oppressed by the heavy atmos- 
phere of the world, the soul in prayer seems 
to breathe the fresh, pure air of heaven. 
Distracted, hindered, filled with earthly 
things, the soul is enabled to mount up- 
ward as on eagle's wing; it ascends to an 
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atmosphere of holiness and joy, far above 
the earth ; finding new employment for all 
the powers of its regenerate nature; the 
eye of faith to see the ear of obedience to 
hearken the hand of love to work the 
tongue of gratitude to praise. 

So great is the privilege, so blessed the 
employment, that it might appear at first 
sight strange that such a duty as that of 
prayer should need enforcement. When 
poor, weak, sinful creatures, who deserve 
to be excluded from God's presence, are 
invited, notwithstanding all their guilt and 
imperfection, to enter the presence-chamber 
and approach the very throne of the King 
of kings, we might imagine that no very 
pressing argument would be necessary to 
persuade to such a privilege; we might 
suppose that even as water by the thirsty, 
and medicine by the dying, it would be 
seized with quick avidity, and drunk with 
the liveliest gratitude. But, alas ! we are 
corrupt and fallen, and our very corruption 
makes unpalatable to us the means of its 
removal our very fall has made it irksome 
for us to attempt to rise. 

And even with the believer, it too often 
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happens that the weakness of his faith arises 
from the infrequency and coldness of his 
prayers; for, assuredly, if there be declen- 
sion here, there will also be declension in 
every part of the work of the Spirit in the 
soul. It is prayer that keeps every grace of 
the Spirit in active, holy, and healthy ex- 
ercise. It is the stream, so to speak, that 
supplies refreshing vigor and nourishment 
to all the plants of grace. It is true, that 
the fountain-head of all spiritual life, and 
" grace to help in time of need," is Christ, 
for " it pleased the Father that in Him 
should all fulness dwell;" but the channel 
through which all grace comes, is, prayer, 
ardent, wrestling, importunate prayer. Suf- 
fer this channel to be dry, permit any 
object to narrow or close it up, and the 
effect will be, a withering and decay of the 
life of God in the soul. Every plant will 
droop, every flower will fade and lose its 
fragrance. 

O Christian ! see to it, then, that you are 
earnest in prayer. Be not discouraged be- 
cause it brings no immediate answer, but 
feeling that without the blessing you desire, 
.you must continue dull and spiritless, that 
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your path will be one of gloom and sorrow, 
that you will grow daily more and more 
weak and feeble, let your cry unceasingly 
ascend, until it shall please the Lord to 
grant your request, until He send a renewal 
of grace and strength, and fill your soul 
with heavenly blessing. 

Remember the assurance, " Draw nigh 
to God, and he will draw nigh to you ; " and 
if further assurance is needful, listen to the 
words, " Delight thyself in the Lord, and 
he shall give thee the desires of thine heart." 
" The eyes of the Lord are upon the right- 
eous, and his ears are open to their cry" 
" Commit thy way unto the Lord, trust also 
in him, and he shall bring it to pass." " Gall 
upon me in the day of trouble, and I will 
answer thee. 

Thus will you soon be enabled to realize 
as you have done in times past the 
efficacy of believing prayer, and, with the 
psalmist, you will say, " Verily, God hath 
heard me ; he hath attended to the voice of 
my prayer." " I love the Lord, because he 
hath heard my voice ; because he hath in- 
clined his ear unto me, therefore will I call 
upon him so long as I live." 
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In approaching the Throne of Grace, we 
should ever strive to possess due appre- 
hensions of the sovereign power, majesty, 
and gracious condescension of the Great 
Being in whose presence we stand. His 
spotless purity unsullied truth and stain- 
less rectitude, His unalloyed mercy and 
inflexible justice, claim the adoration and 
reverence even of the most exalted of the 
heavenly host ; how then should they en- 
gage towards Him the deepest awe -and 
lowliest homage of fallen man ! We ought 
ever to remember how the prophet felt, 
.when a revelation was made to him in 
vision of the majesty and glory of God, 
when he saw the Lord " sitting upon a 
throne high and lifted up, and his train 
filled the temple, and the seraphims stood, 
having their faces covered with their wings, 
crying one to another, saying, Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord, the whole earth is full of 
his glory." When we approach the Throne 
of Grace we should endeavor to realize the 
same deep emotions of conscious guilt and 
utter unworthiness which filled his mind 
and led him to say, " Woe is me, for I am 
a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 
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of a people of unclean lips, for mine eyes 
have seen the King, the Lord of hosts." We 
should " serve the Lord with fear, and 
rejoice before him with reverence" We 
should draw near under the heartfelt con- 
viction that we have no claim upon God 
no righteousness of our own; that our 
only hope is in His mercy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord; that we are poor and 
needy helpless, sinful, and unworthy; 
and w.e should earnestly beseech Him freely 
to pardon all our sins, and so to lift up our 
thoughts and draw forth our desires towards 
Him, that we may be enabled to call upon 
Him from our inmost heart, and to frame 
our petitions in accordance with His blessed 
will. Blessed be God ! if thus we " draw 
nigh" to Him, He has promised to draw 
nigh to us in mercy and loving-kindness. 
Christian, hear for your comfort and 
encouragement these words, " Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord : 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow ; though they be red 
like crimson, they shall be as wool." And 
there are promises adapted to every possible 
state in which a believer can be placed, 
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promises of the presence, the power, the 
grace, and the love of God. Does he ask 
to be led in paths of safety ? the promise 
is, " I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness." Does he pray, 
" Leave me not ; neither forsake me, O God 
of my salvation ? " the answer is, " I will 
never leave thee, nor forsake thee." Does 
he pray to be delivered from danger ? the 
assurance is given, "I am with thee, to save 
thee and to deliver thee, saith the Lord." 
Is the Christian alarmed at the enemies 
which compass him about? he receives 
the promise, "As the mountains are round 
about Jerusalem, so the Lord is round about 
his people from henceforth even for ever." 
Does he desire spiritual instruction? the 
promise is, " I am the Lord thy God, which 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee 
by the way thou shouldest go." Does he 
faint because of the toils and perils of the 
way ? the promise is, " I will give unto 
him that is athirst of the fountain of the 
water of life freely." Does he desire to see 
God's power and glory in the sanctuary ? 
the promise is, " I will bring them to my 
holy mountain, and make them joyful in 
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my house of prayer." Does he need assur- 
ance of divine protection ? it is given in 
the words, " Behold / am with thee, and will 
keep thee in all places whither thou goest." 
"/ am with thee, and no man shall set on 
thee to hurt thee." Does he tremble be- 
cause of his numerous transgressions? 
the promise is, " I, even I, am he that 
blotteth out thy transgressions for mine own 
name's sake, and will not remember thy 
sins" Does he desire that the Lord should 
look upon him in mercy ? the promise is, 
"Thus saith the Lord, To this man will I 
look, even to him that is poor and of a con- 
trite spirit, and trembleth at my 'word." Is 
he disquieted lest he should be left to battle 
with his spiritual foes in hfs own strength ? 
he receives the encouragement, "Fear 
thou not ; for I am with thee : neither be 
dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee ; yea, I will help thee ; yea, 
I will uphold thee with the right hand of . 
my righteousness." Does he fear that future 
perils may overwhelm him ? the promise 
is, " When thou passest through the waters, 
I will be with thee; and through the rivers, 
they shall not overflow thee : when thou 
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walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned ; neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the 
Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour :" " I will 
not fail thee nor forsake thee" 

- In short, for every situation, every cir- 
cumstance, every event of life, there is prom- 
ise of grace, mercy, and peace there is 
assurance of safety here and glory hereafter, 
of comfort in every hour of sorrow, 
relief in every time of peril, and guidance in 
every season of perplexity. The all-com- 
prehensive assurance is, " My presence shall 
go with thee, and I will give thee rest." 
Precious encouragement ! It conies from a 
kind and loving Father from an almighty 
and gracious Sovereign from Him " who 
saith and it is done who commandeth and 
it stands fast." 

"Draw nigh to God, and he will dratv 
nigh to you." Yes, God is everywhere, and 
where He is, there is a prayer-hearing and 
a prayer-answering God. Surrounded with 
this gracious, loving presence, the Christian 
may fear no danger. His every petition is 
heard his every cry for help enters into 
the ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth. " The 
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Lord is ever nigh unto them that are of a 
broken heart, and saveth such as be of a 
contrite spirit." "And it shall come to 
pass, that before they call, I will answer; and 
while they are yet speaking, I will hear" 

Christian ! be it yours to regard it as 
your highest and holiest and dearest privi- 
lege that you are permitted to " draw nigh 
to God." Pray that He would stand by you 
in every difficulty, that He would draw 
you by the cords of love and keep you ever 
near Him, that so you may continually en- 
joy, in your journey through life, the con- 
sciousness of His love His friendship 
His guardian care. Go forth to your life- 
duties, believing that He is at your right 
hand, and you shall not be greatly moved. 
Let thoughts of His goodness His mercy 
His love and faithfulness and watchful 
care, mingle with all your thoughts, and 
be thankful for all His benefits. 

Cultivate a spirit of earnest devotedness 
to your Father's will, patiently do and 
endure whatever He appoints, and rest 
assured He will give strength according to 
your day. He will " shew you the path of 
life," and He will at length give you to 
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realize in your blessed experience that " in 
His presence is fulness of joy, and at His 
right hand there are pleasures for ever- 



more." 



Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, we humble ourselves before Thee, 
confessing that we are not worthy of the 
least of all Thy mercies. We adore Thee 
as the Father of lights, from whom cometh 
down every good and every perfect gift, 
and ascribing no worth or excellence to 
ourselves, we would, as long as we live, 
render unto Thee due praise and unceasing 
thanks for Thine unmerited goodness. 

Holy Father, we are unworthy to be 
called Thy children, because we have re- 
belled against Thee. We confess that we 
have been unthankful for Thy mercies, dis- 
trustful of Thy promises, and disobedient 
to Thy commandments. We have kept 
back from Thee the affection of our hearts, 
and by our manifold wickedness have pro- 
voked Thee to cast us off from Thy fellow- 
ship and favor. 

O our God, we have cause to be ashamed 
before Thee, when we consider how little 
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we have thought upon Thee; how often we 
have disregarded or forgotten Thee ; how 
prone we have been to live without Thee in 
the world ; how much Thou hast witnessed, 
in the ungodliness of our hearts and the 
sinfulness of our lives, that is hateful and 
offensive to Thee. 

Merciful Father, grant us Thy forgive- 
ness for the sake of Jesus Christ, who bore 
our sins in His own body on the cross, and 
ever liveth to make intercession for us. 
We beseech Thee to draw nigh to us in 
mercy, to bestow upon us Thy forgiveness, 
and make the light of Thy countenance to 
shine upon us. 

Give us grace also, whereby we may be 
enabled more faithfully to live as in Thy 
presence. In every season of danger or of 
trouble may we look up to Thee as our 
very present help. In every hour of trial 
or temptation, may we stand in awe, lest in 
anything we offend Thee, who searchest our 
hearts and triest our reins, and under- 
standest our thoughts afar off. In all the 
concerns and occupations of our daily life, 
help us to endure as seeing Thee who art 
invisible. And when our course on earth 
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is finished, grant, O God, that we may be 
supported and comforted with Thy presence 
in the valley of the shadow of death, and 
may at last come to the glories of Thy 
heavenly kingdom, and there be made per- 
fectly blessed in seeing, 'serving, and enjoy- 
ing Thee for ever. 

Give ear, O God, to our humble suppli- 
cations, and grant unto us an answer of 
peace, for the Lord Jesus' sake. AMEN. 



Approach, my soul, the mercy-seat 
Where Jesus answers prayer ; 

There humbly fall before His feet, 
For none can perish there. 

Thy promise is my only plea, 

With this I venture nigh ; 
Thou callest burden'd souls to Thee, 

And such, O Lord, am I. 

Bow'd down beneath a load of sin, 

By Satan sorely press'd, 
By war without, and fears within, 

I come to Thee for rest. 

Be Thou my shield and hiding-place, 
That, shelter'd near Thy side, 
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I may my fierce accuser face, 
And tell him, Thou hast died ! 

Oh, wondrous love ! to bleed and die, 

To bear the cross and shame, 
That guilty sinners such as I 

Might plead Thy gracious name. 

JOHN NEWTON. 



Come, my soul, thy suit prepare ; 
Jesus loves to answer prayer : 
He himself has bid thee pray, 
Therefore will not say thee nay. 

Thou art coming to a King, 
Large petitions with thee bring; 
For His grace and power are such, 
None can ever ask too much. 

With my burden I begin ; 
Lord, remove this load of sin ; 
Let Thy blood for sinners spilt, 
Set my conscience free from guilt. 

Lord, I come to Thee for rest ; 
Take possession of my breast ; 
There Thy blood-bought right maintain, 
And without a rival reign. 

As the image in the glass 
Answers the beholder's face, 
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Thus unto my heart appear. 

Print Thine own resemblance there. 

While I am a pilgrim here, 

Let Thy love my spirit cheer; 

As my Guide, my Guard, my Friend, 

Lead me to my journey's end. 

Shew me what I have to do ; 
Every hour my strength renew ; 
Let me live a life of faith ; 
Let me die Thy people's death. 

JOHN NEWTON. 
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" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

" In the day when I cried Thou answeredst me, and 
strengthenedst me with strength in my soul." Ps. 
cxxxvill. 3. 

'HAT a mystery of power there is in 
fervent; believing prayer ! That the 
cry of a feeble mortal should enter into the 
ears of the Lord God of Sabaoth, that 
the infinite God should be moved by the 
entreaties of sinful man, the armies of 
heaven, perchance, set in motion, the 
wheels of providence seemingly made to 
alter their course, the uplifted sword of 
judgment stayed in its descent, the powers 
of evil held back and restrained, and all 
because some poor suppliant bends the 
knee before the throne of grace, and pours 
forth in the extremity of his feebleness and 
necessity an urgent supplication and prayer 
to God ! 

3 (33) 
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It is not for us to unfold the laws of the 
spiritual world, or to demonstrate why and 
how it is that the communications of heav- 
enly influence and favor are in any degree 
suspended on the frequency and fervency of 
our supplications. But by the infallible 
testimony of heaven, we are authorized to 
affirm that, though inexplicable by our 
feeble understandings, there is a mighty effi- 
cacy in the prayer of faith, and that, as in 
the days of patriarchs, prophets, and right- 
eous men, who, as princes, had power with 
God, so, through all ages, prayer must con- 
tinue to avail as much, and be still, as ever, 
one of the sure and sufficient means of trans- 
mitting to the faithful the blessings of the 
Saviour's purchase. "The Lord is ever 
nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, 
and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit." 
" In the day when they cry He will answer, 
and strengthen them with strength in their 
soul." " He shall deliver the needy when 
he crieth ; the poor also, and him that hath 
no helper," for this is God's promise, " He 
shall call upon me, saith the Lord, and I 
will answer him : I will be with him in 
trouble ; I will deliver him, and honor him." 
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And, could we read the pages of the past, 
we would find that that promise has never 
yet failed, has never once been violated. 
We would find that prayer earnest and 
importunate prayer has accomplished the 
most wonderful results. It has divided seas 
rolled up flowing rivers, and brought 
streams of water from the flinty rock. It 
has quenched the flames of fire restrained 
the fury of lions and healed the poisonous 
bite of serpents. It has marshalled the 
stars of heaven against the ungodly 
arrested the progress of advancing day 
burst open the gates of iron summoned 
the dead from their tombs conquered the 
legions of darkness, and brought angels 
from their starry thrones. It has bridled 
and chained the raging passions of men 
routed and destroyed vast armies of the 
proud and rebellious. It has delivered one 
man from the depths of the mighty sea, and 
carried another in a chariot of fire to the 
mansions of glory. 

Christian! go to the Word of God, and 
there learn the power and efficacy of prayer. 
Jacob wrestles and prays, the angel of the 
Lord is conquered, and the patriarch ob- 
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tains his request. Moses cries to God, 
the waters of the sea are divided. Again 
he supplicates, and Amalek is discomfited. 
Joshua prays, Achan is discovered. Han- 
nah prays, Samuel is born. David prays, 
he is rescued from a thousand perils. 
The wilderness, and the rocks, and the out- 
casts' cave, as well as the kingly throne of 
Jerusalem, were witnesses that David was a 
man of prayer. But pass on to other names. 
Asa prays, a victory is gained. Jehosha- 
phat prays, God turns aside the fury of 
his adversaries. Isaiah and Hezekiah pray, 
a hundred and eighty-five thousand As- 
syrians are that very night destroyed by the 
angel of the Lord. Daniel prays, the 
dream is revealed. He prays, the lions 
are restrained. He prays, the "seventy 
weeks " are revealed. . Nehemiah prays, 
the king's heart is in a moment softened. 
Elijah prays, for three years the windows 
of heaven are shut up. He prays, rain 
descends once more upon the earth. Elisha 
prays, Jordan is divided. He prays, a 
child's spirit comes again. The Church 
prays ardently, Peter is delivered by an 
angel. Paul and Silas pray and sing praises 
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unto God, the prison doors are opened 
and every man's bands are loosed. 

And these are but a few of the countless 
instances in which prayer has prevailed 
with God. From age to age there have 
assembled around His footstool, multitudes 
of poor and needy, and wretched, and guilty 
suppliants ; and streams of mercy have been 
welling forth from the fountain of grace, 
to refresh, to strengthen, to invigorate, 
and to purify. The orphan's cry has passed 
the distance between humanity and Deity, 
and God has promised to be his Father. 
The widow's prayer albeit it was unin- 
telligible with bitter sobs has been under- 
stood by God, and He has comforted her 
when on her knees with the gracious assur- 
ance, " I will be a husband to the widow." 
The despairing cry of the downtrodden and 
oppressed has like the swift arrow that 
cleaveth the air borne upon its wing, the 
burden of complaint, and suffering, and 
wrong; and the cruel oppressor has been 
crushed by an unseen but almighty power. 

Yes, the weak have been strengthened, 
the downcast encouraged, the helpless re- 
lieved, the sorrowful comforted, the poor 



38 THE THRONE OF GRACE. 

enriched, and oft has answered, prayer laid 
out a feast of plenty in the evening, when 
the morning's light broke only on poverty 
and want. 

And better still, the prayer of faith has 
drawn down the warming beams of the Sun 
of righteousness, the refreshing showers 
of the Spirit of grace, beneath whose genial 
influences all the spiritual graces which 
God's own hand had planted, expanded in 
their fullest bloom, and diffused all around 
the sweetest fragrance. Prayer, with out- 
stretched arms, has brought from the in- 
exhaustible reservoir above, those rich sup- 
plies of the oil of divine grace, fed by which, 
the Christian lamp of faith has burned with 
a steady and increasing brightness, till, 
having guided the believer through the 
journey of life ; cheered by its gladdening 
ray the gloom of the chamber of death 
and even darted a bright gleam of heavenly 
light, deep down into the dark valley 
through which he had to pass to the city 
of his God it was there absorbed in the 
blaze of light that burned around the celes- 
tial throne. 

Christian ! you have all the encourage- 
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ment you could possibly desire, to attract 
you to a throne of grace; and, amid the 
varied experiences of life, there is not a 
grief which may not be assuaged, not a 
danger which may not be averted, -"not an 
anxiety which may not be lessened, not a 
pang which may not be alleviated, not a 
need which may not be supplied, out of the 
inexhaustible fountain of grace, to which 
you are invited, and where you are ever 
welcome. " O fear the Lord, ye his saints ; 
for there is no want to them that fear him." 
" He shall cover thee with his feathers, and 
under his wings shalt thou trust ; his truth 
shall be thy shield and buckler" "The 
Lord shall preserve thee from all evil, he 
shall preserve thy soul. The Lord shall 
preserve thy going out and thy coming in, 
from this time forth, and even for evermore." 
That blessed Saviour through whom you 
are encouraged to draw near, has pledged 
Himself to intercede in your behalf, and to 
obtain an answer to your prayers. Oh, 
trust Him with your whole heart, for " He 
is faithful who hath promised." The love 
He has already manifested and proved, 
yea, sealed with His precious blood, is a 
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pledge that He will still be your friend and 
intercessor with the Father ; that He will 
continue to exhibit that love, in every cross 
you have to bear, in every cup of sorrow 
you have to drink, in every treasure you 
are called to relinquish, in every lone and 
dreary path of duty or of trial, by which 
you are journeying onwards to your heav- 
enly home. He " knows your soul in ad- 
versities," and will be " your Saviour in the 
time of trouble." His grace is yours to 
strengthen and sustain you ; His Spirit is 
yours to guide, enlighten, and comfort you; 
His intercession is yours to secure for 
you all needed blessing ; His promises are 
yours to cling to in your saddest and darkest 
hours ; His power is yours to defend you 
from injury, to secure you against defeat; 
His heart is yours into which you may 
pour all your sorrows, and feel sure of true 
sympathy ; His .home is yours to be your 
everlasting abode, that where He is, there 
you may be also. Will not this suffice? 
Listen ! Are you struggling against sinful 
desires and habits ? He has promised to 
make His " grace sufficient for you." Are 
you cast down because you feel the law in 
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your members warring against the law in 
your mind? He has assured you that "the 
good work which has been begun in you 
shall be carried on to- perfection." Are you 
troubled and disquieted by the vicissitudes, 
changes, and sorrows of life ? He tells you 
that if you truly love Him, He will make 
" all things work together for your good" 
And the heaviest calamities, the sorest ills 
which may happen, shall only seem like 
passing clouds, casting their dark mantle 
over the surface of the lake, while they have 
no power to disturb the deep and settled 
tranquillity of its waters. " Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
on thee, because he trusteth in thee." 

Oh, blessed assurance! What child of 
God has not felt the need of his Saviour's 
succor, and his Saviour's sympathy? 
when the language of the soul was, " Vain 
is the help of man ; " amid doubts, and 
fears, and sorrows, amid trial, and sick- 
ness, and distress. The best that man can 
then do, is to stanch the wound, he can- 
not heal it, the best, to make the tear flow 
less bitterly, he cannot dry it up, the best, 
to speak the word of comfort, he cannot 
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carry it home to the heart. So far as per- 
manent good goes, who has not felt the 
truth which Job taught his friends? 
" Miserable comforters are ye all." But oh ! 
how different, when the soul in its extremity 
casts itself at the throne of grace, and the 
earnest, importunate supplication ascends to 
the Hearer and Answerer of prayer ! Then 
does comfort flow in upon the harassed 
spirit ; then does peace a " peace which 
passeth understanding," pervade the be- 
liever's heart ; then does faith rise with 
fresh vigor, and the language of the soul is 
that of the psalmist, " O magnify the 
Lord with me, and let us exalt his name 
together. I sought the Lord, and He heard 
me, and delivered me from all my fears." 
" I love the Lord, because He hath heard 
my voice and my supplications. Because 
He hath inclined his ear unto me, therefore 
will I call upon him as long as I live." " In 
the day when I cried thou answeredst me, 
and strengthenedst me with strength in my 
soul." 

Reader ! if you would know how every 
desire, every petition, every prayer is met 
by a divine promise, study your Bible care- 
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fully; and instead of brooding over your 
cares and troubles, your sorrows and per- 
plexities, take them at once to the mercy- 
seat, and you will find comfort, relief, 
deliverance, hope. A few examples will 
suffice to show what we mean by this 
"searching" of the Word of God. We 
shall first quote the supplication, the prayer 
of the longing soul, and then place beside 
it the gracious promise and encouragement 
of our heavenly Father : 

Prayer. "Strengthen, O God, that which 
thou hast wrought for us." 

Promise. " He which hath begun a good 
work in you will perform it until the day of 
Jesus Christ." 

Prayer. " O satisfy us early with thy 
mercy, that we may rejoice and be glad -all 
our days." 

Promise. " My people shall be satisfied 
with my goodness, saith the Lord." 

Prayer. " Strengthen thou me according 
unto thy word." 

Promise. " I will strengthen thee." 

Prayer. " Help us, O Lord our God, for 
we rest on thee." 
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Promise. " The Lord shall help them and 
deliver them, because they trust in him." 

Prayer. " Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me." 

Promise. " A new heart will I give you, 
and a new spirit will I put within you." 

Prayer. " Save thy people, and bless 
thine inheritance." 

Promise. " Thus saith the Lord of hosts, 
Behold, I will save my people." 

Prayer. " O keep my soul and deliver me." 

Promise. " I the Lord do keep it ; lest 

any hurt it, I will keep it night and day." 

Prayer. " Teach me thy way, O Lord, 
and lead me in a plain path." 

Promise. " I will instruct thee and teach 
thee in the way which thou shalt go. I will 
guide thee with mine eye/' 

Prayer. " Incline thine ear unto me ; in 
the day when I call, answer me speedily." 

Promise. " He shall call upon me, and I 
will answer him : I will be with him in 
trouble ; I will deliver him and honor him." 

Prayer. " Make me to go in the path of 
thy commandments, for therein do I de- 
light" 
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Promise. " I will put my Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes." 

Prayer. " Mine eyes are unto thee, O 
God the Lord ; in thee is my trust ; leave 
not my soul destitute." 

Promise. " He will regard the prayer of 
the destitute, and not despise their prayer." 

Prayer. " Show me thy ways, O Lord, 
teach me thy paths." 

Promise. " He will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths." 

Father of mercies and God of all grace, 
from whom cometh down every good and 
perfect gift, we bless and praise Thee for all 
Thy benefits. We thank Thee that Thou 
hast not only provided for us all things 
needful to sustain us in the present life, but 
that Thou art pleased also to feed us with 
that spiritual food, whereby our souls may 
be nourished unto life eternal. 

Merciful Father, who hast given Thine 
own Son to be the propitiation for our sins, 
grant us, for His sake, Thy mercy to for- 
give us, and Thy grace to help us according 
to our need. Pardon all the defects of our 
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love to Thee, and all the excesses of our 
love to earthly things. 

We confess, O God, that we have been 
prone to trust in the creature more than in 
the Creator. We have leant upon broken 
reeds and hewed out empty cisterns. We 
have turned for support and succor to an 
arm of flesh. We have looked for guidance 
to the counsels of earthly wisdom, and in- 
stead of acknowledging Thee in all. our 
ways, we have often walked in the sight of 
our own eyes and after the imagination of 
our own hearts. 

Pardon, O God, for the sake of Thy be- 
loved Son, whatever want of confidence we 
have shown towards Thee; and lead us 
henceforth by the teaching of Thy Holy 
Spirit to trust in Thee with all our hearts. 
Increase our faith in the promises of Thy 
Word, and in the day when we cry unto 
Thee, do Thou answer us and strengthen 
us with strength in our souls. Dispose us 
entirely and cheerfully to cast upon Thee 
all our cares, humbly to commit to Thy 
keeping all our interests, and earnestly to 
seek the aid of Thy strength and the guid- 
ance of Thy wisdom in all our undertakings. 
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Let Thy Holy Spirit dwell in our hearts, 
to witness with our spirits that we are Thy 
children, to sanctify us wholly, to fit us for 
Thy service, and to prepare us for inherit- 
ing Thy glorious kingdom. 

Suffer us no more to live unto ourselves, 
according to the desires of a corrupt and 
sinful nature ; but may He who died for us 
also live in us, and raise us to that better 
life, which is holy, blessed, and unchange- 
able for ever. Grant, we beseech Thee, 
that, ever mindful of our high calling, we 
may pursue our pilgrimage on earth, with 
spirits looking upwards to Thee, as be- 
cometh those who are heirs of everlasting 
life. 

Graciously hear us, O Father, and have 
mercy on us, for the sake of Thy beloved 
Son, our strength and our Redeemer. 
AMEN. 



Full of weakness and of sin, 
We look to Thee for life ; 

Lord, Thy gracious work begin, 
And calm the inward strife 1 
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Though our hearts are prone to stray, 
Be Thou a constant Friend ; 

Though we know not how to pray, 
Thy saving mercy send ! 

Let Thy Spirit, gracious Lord, 
Our souls with love inspire, 

Strength and confidence afford, 
And breathe celestial fire ! 



Teach us first to feel our need, 

Then all that need supply; 
When we hunger, deign to feed, 

And hear us when we cry ! 

When we cleave to earthly things, 

Send Thy reviving grace ; 
Raise our souls, and give them wings, 

To reach Thy holy place. 

WILLIAM HILEY BATHURST. 



God of my life, to Thee I call, 
Afflicted at Thy feet I fall ; 
When the great water-floods prevail, 
Leave not my trembling heart to fail. 

Friend of the friendless and the faint, 
Where should I lodge my deep complaint? 
Where, but with Thee, whose open door 
Invites the helpless and the poor? 
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Did ever mourner plead with Thee, 
And Thou refuse that mourner's plea ? 
And still the word does fix'd remain, 
That none shall seek Thy face in vain. 

Poor though I am, despised, forgot, 
Yet God, my God, forgets me not; 
And he is safe, and must succeed, 
For whom the Saviour lives to plead. 
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" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

" Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith 
the Lord." ZECH. iv. 6. 

TN approaching the throne of grace, the 
-*- Christian should ever bear in mind 
that there can be no true, acceptable prayer, 
without the help of the Holy Spirit. Words 
may be uttered, but they will be words 
without meaning ; petitions may be pre- 
sented, but they will be unaccompanied with 
the inward desire, " Lord, grant me what I 
am now praying for ; " the solemn exer- 
cise may be gone through with all the out- 
ward appearance of devotion, but there will 
be no real, heartfelt communion with the 
Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
What wonder that gloom and disappoint- 
ment should continue to rest upon the soul ! 
that there should be no realizing sense of 
comfort, peace, hope, and joy in God ! 

(53) 
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Reader ! are we guiltless in this matter ? 
Have we never bent the knee, without an 
earnest prayer, for the help of the Holy 
Spirit ?. Alas ! if we look backward, we will 
have too much cause for self-condemnation. 
How cold and dull have our prayers often 
been ! how marred with ignorance and im- 
perfection ! What wanderings of thought ! 
what unreal petitions ! what unfelt con- 
fessions ! what indistinct desires ! How 
has faith been mingled with unbelief! and 
confidence been weakened by the hesitations 
and promptings of doubt ! The petitions of 
a single day may well humble us to the 
dust, and constrain us to add another prayer 
to the rest, entreating God to forgive even 
the sins of the prayers in which we have 
sought forgiveness. The wonder and mys- 
tery of grace is, not that God seems to 
answer so few of our prayers, but, when we 
consider what they are, that He should 
answer them at all. 

Trusting in ourselves, and neglecting to 
entreat the guidance and teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, we have failed to realize the blessed- 
ness of heavenly communion. We have 
been slow to believe that He, and He alone, 
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can lead the soul to an acquaintance with its 
real wants ; that He, and He alone, can 
detect the waning grace, the feeble pulse, 
the spiritual decay; and can awaken 
sensibility, godly sorrow, and draw out 
the heart in penitent confession. 

Without Him, the soul will remain in 
darkness and ignorance ; sleep will fasten 
on every power, as if induced by a necro- 
mantic spell which nothing can disturb; 
the sense of adoption, and pardon, and ac- 
ceptance will be lost ; 'and the graces of 
faith, and hope, and humility will become 
enfeebled, until, through this fearful process 
of declension, there is but a step between 
the soul and death. But the blessed Spirit 
at length discovers to it the loss it has sus- 
tained, convinces it of its departure, 
makes known its real condition, and leads 
it to the throne of grace. 

Even thus is the office of the Holy Spirit 
described in the Word of God. "Likewise," 
says St. Paul, "the Spirit also helpeth our in- 
firmities, for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought, but the Spirit itself 
maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. And he that 
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searcheth the "hearts knoweth what is the . 
mindx>f the Spirit, because he maketh inter- 
cession for the saints according to the will of 
God." " For through him we both have ac- 
cess by one Spirit unto the Father." ." Praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in 
the Spirit." "But ye, beloved, building up 
yourselves on your most holy faith, praying 
in the Holy Ghost" And our dear Lord 
encouraged His disciples,- in view of their 
approaching persecutions, with the same 
truth, "It is not ye that speak, but the Spirit 
of your Father which speaketh in you" It is 
the office of the blessed Spirit to win souls 
for Christ, to apply to the hearts and con- 
sciences of men, in every age, and under 
every circumstance, the benefits which the 
Saviour died to purchase. It is the office 
of the blessed Spirit to take of the things 
of Christ, and to show them to the soul, 
to reveal to us the precious benefits of re- 
demption, and the riches of Divine grace, 
and to present them to us in such a trans- 
forming, and convincing, and penetrating 
form, as that they shall not only become 
sources of abiding comfort to the heart, but 
active, operating, influential principles of 
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the life. It is the office of the blessed Spirit 
to be the comforter of the children' of God. 
Yes, wherever a believer is afflicted, 
wherever he sheds a sorrowful tear, is 
pairied by some heart-rending grief^ or 
bowed beneath some oppressive burden, 
there is the Comforter to cheer, to solace, to 
sustain; pointing from the wound to its 
balm, from the grief to its ultimate cure, 
from present suffering to eternal rest at 
God's right hand. It is the office of the 
blessed Spirit to abide with the children of 
God, to be in them, a dweller in their 
hearts, " bearing witness with their spirits, 
that they are the children of God: and if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and 
joint-heirs with Christ." Not more faith- 
fully did the pillar cloud and column of fire 
of old precede Israel, till the last murmuring 
ripple of Jordan fell on their ears on the 
shores of Canaan, than does the presence 
and love of the Spirit abide with believers. 
What saith Jesus ? " He dwetteth with you, 
and shall be in you." He is not a traveller 
to sojourn for a season, but He is a friend to 
abide and dwell with you; a spiritual 
mentor to be always near, to guide you in 
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all seasons of perplexity, to strengthen 
you in all times of weakness ; when you 
are discouraged/to uphold you, when you 
are wandering, to lead you back, when 
you are nearly overcome in your spiritual 
conflict, to bring you more of the strength 
and grace of heaven. 

Reader! seek to cherish high views of 
the work of the Spirit. Implore His aid 
continually; and, while with earnestness 
you pray to God "Cast me not away from 
thy presence" forget not also to entreat 
" Take not thy Holy Spirit from me" 

See ! what great need we have, and what 
encouragement is given, to ask such help. 
" We know not what we should pray for" 
We are weak, ignorant, and short-sighted, 
utterly unable to comprehend the full 
range of consequence in time and eternity 
which may follow from our prayers, if 
all were answered. How little can we 
measure the full effect of what we desire, 
both for ourselves and others ! Left to our 
own choice, we should have a lifetime with- 
out a sorrow a path without a thorn a 
cup without bitterness; in a word, we 
would have one prosperous gale to waft us, 
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and the sea of life without a ripple or a 
cloud. But for this ignorance, we would 
often find, that our prayers were like the 
conflict of opposing purposes, that sorrow 
not joy, misery not rest, would be the issue, 
were our wishes to become realities, and 
that it would assuredly be " evil," and not .. 
" good," for us, to secure the fulfilment .of 
all we desire. Yes, the boon which one asks, 
would prove his heaviest trial, the trial 
from which another seeks to. be delivered, 
is perchance for him God's best and choicest 
boon. We know not, indeed, what we should 
pray for. We need guidance and help, and, 
God be praised, they are offered. 

"The Spirit helpeth our infirmities" He 
shows us our real wants, reveals our sin 
our weakness the fulness of Christ Jesus 
all-abundance of grace, and instructs us 
in the great purposes of God, and the prin- 
ciples on which He acts towards us ; or, 
if these are still left obscure, He bids us 
trust a Father's wisdom and a Father's care, 
yea, in all things, 



" E'en to lie passive in His hands, 
And know no will but His." 
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Reader ! not only do we not know what 
to pray for, but even if we did, nay, even 
when we do, we know not how to pray for 
it, "as we ought" We want a clearer 
vision,- a truer faith, a deeper repentance, 
a more intense fervor, and these the 
Holy Ghost imparts. He teaches the be- 
liever to plead the atoning blood of Christ, 
to come to the Throne of Grace with this 
great and prevailing argument. He unfolds 
Jesus to the soul, as being all that it 
wanteth, to give full, and free, and near 
access to God. He enlarges the range of 
spiritual sight, enabling it to look beyond 
the momentary present to the immense and 
far-reaching future ; and awakens the de- 
sire that the glory of God and the great 
interests of His kingdom, may overrule and 
absorb every personal wish that may harbor 
in the heart. Nay, His help goes further 
still, in inspiring us oftentimes with the 
words in which to express our wants and 
feelings, with the arguments we may use, 
with the promises we may plead, and the 
way in which to plead them, so that God, 
"who searcheth the heart," can understand 
those desires and yearnings which are too 
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fervid for utterance. Prayer, ascending 
from a heart thus inhabited by God's Holy 
Spirit^ rises, like the incense cloud, before 
the Throne of the Eternal, blended with 
the fragrant incense of heaven. It will 
assuredly return, freighted with the richest 
blessings of the everlasting covenant, " even 
the sure mercies of David." 

Christian ! do you desire that your prayers 
should thus ascend, like fragrant incense, to 
the Throne of Grace ? Oh ! then seek for 
the Spirit to mould and shape the desire 
which He hath awakened. The Friend is 
ever near whose help you require, and the 
prayer indited by Him, though its lan- 
guage be as the simple utterances of a 
child, will have an eloquence and a power 
of its own, and be clothed with a precious- 
ness in the sight of God, infinitely greater 
than those eloquent petitions which come 
from the lips untouched by the heavenly 
fire. That must, indeed, be full of fragrance 
to God, which is the breathing of His own 
divine Spirit in the heart. 

" Now the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, that ye may 
abound in hope, through the power of the 
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Holy Ghost." Reader, if you would have 
"joy and peace," pray for the Holy Spirit. 
\iyou would " abound in hope," pray for 
the Spirit. If you would become more pure 
and holy, pray for the Spirit. If you 
would be strong for duty, for danger, 
and for trial, pray for the Spirit. He will 
enlighten your mind more and more in the 
knowledge of Christ. He will impart those 
gracious dispositions and affections, in 
which true religion mainly consists. He 
will carry on His own work in your heart, 
notwithstanding all the changes and vicis- 
situdes of life, and you will find in the 
day of sickness and in the hour of death 
" that peace of God which passeth all under- 
standing," and that "joy in the Holy Ghost 
which no man taketh from you," sustaining 
and gladdening your soul, and proving to 
you sweet foretastes of the joys which are 
at God's right hand, and of those pleasures 
which are for evermore. 

Heavenly Father, we humble ourselves 
before Thee, confessing that we are not 
worthy of the least of Thy mercies. We 
adore Thee as the Father of Lights, from 
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whom cometh down every good and perfect 
gift. And ascribing no worth or excellence 
to ourselves, we would, as long as we live, 
render unto Thee due praise and unceasing 
thanks for Thine unmerited goodness. 

Oh ! pour out upon us, we beseech Thee, 
Thy Holy Spirit, whereby we may be led 
into all truth. May He enlighten, quicken, 
comfort, strengthen us ; and mould us in 
gradual conformity to Thy divine will. 

Pardon, O God, wherein we have offended 
Thee by grieving or resisting Thy Holy 
Spirit. Suffer us not to do despite unto 
Him, lest He should cease to strive with 
us any more. Cast us not away from Thy 
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from us. But grant that He may abide 
with us continually, that amid the manifold 
changes and trials and sorrows of this life, 
we may be strengthened, according to His 
glorious power, unto all patience and long- 
suffering with joyfulness. 

Grant, O God, that we may thus abound 
more and more in faith and love and godli- 
ness ; in all holy desires, in all good pur- 
poses, in all kind and brotherly affections ; 
in all meek, patient, humble, pure, and 
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peaceable dispositions; that the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in 
us, and we in Him, according to the grace 
which through Him Thou hast bestowed 
upon us. May our whole spirit, and soul, 
and body, be established in holiness before 
Thee, and preserved blameless, unto the 
coming of our Lord and Saviour with all 
His saints. We humbly entreat Thee to 
hear and answer us, for the sake of Thy 
beloved Son, our strength, and our Re- 
deemer. AMEN. 



Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
My sinful maladies remove ; 
Be Thou my Light, be Thou my Guide, 
O'er every thought and step preside. 

The light of truth to me display, 
That I may know and choose my way ; 
Plant holy fear within mine heart, 
That I from God may ne'er depart. 

Conduct me safe, conduct me far 
From every sin and hurtful snare ; 
Lead me to God, my final rest, 
In His enjoyment to be blest. 
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Lead me to Christ, the Living Way, 
Nor let me from His presence stray; 
Lead me to heaven, the seat of bliss, 
Where pleasure in perfection is. . 

Lead me to holiness, the road 

That I must take to dwell with God ; 

Lead to Thy Word, that rules must give, 

And sure directions how to live. ( 

i 

Lead me to means of grace, where I 
May own my wants, and seek supply. 
Lead to Thyself, the spring from whence 
To fetch all quickening influence. 

Thus I, conducted still by Thee, 
Of God a child beloved shall be, 
Here to His family pertain, 
Hereafter with Him ever reign. 

SIMON BROWNE. 



Holy Spirit, in my breast 
Grant that lively Faith may rest, 
And subdue each rebel thought, 
To believe what Thou hast taught. 

When around my sinking soul 
Gathering waves of sorrow roll, 
Spirit blest, the tempest still, 
And with Hope my bosom fill. 

Holy Spirit, from my mind 
Thought and wish and will unkind, 
Deed and word unkind remove, 
A.nd my bosom fill with Love. 
5 
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Faith, and Hope, and Charity, 
Comforter, descend from Theej 
Thou the Anointing Spirit art, 
These Thy gifts to us impart : 

Till our faith be lost in sight, 
Hope be swallow'd in delight, 
And love return to dwell with Thee, 
In the threefold Deity. 

BISHOP RICHARD MANT. 
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THE MIGHTY INTERCESSOR. 

** Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

k 

" The Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered." ROM. vill. 26. 

WHEN our blessed Lord on the eve 
of His departure from the disciples 
was pouring His sweetest and richest 
consolations into their sorrowing hearts, 
He disclosed to them the precious truth, 
that thenceforth they, and every believer in 
Him, should have two Comforters. He 
would still be their faithful, unchangeable 
Comforter in heaven, there, ever living as 
their Advocate with the Father, pleading 
their cause, and presenting the merits of 
His most precious sacrifice. And He would 
also send " another Comforter," to co- 
operate with Himself, that while He should 
be removed from earth to heaven, the other 
Comforter would come down from heaven 

(69) 
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to earth, and carry on the work of sanctifi- 
cation in the hearts of His people, until 
they had finished their course and entered 
the kingdom. 

So, likewise, the Word of God informs 
us that they have two Intercessors. Christ 
is one Intercessor in the presence of God ; 
the Holy Spirit is another, dwelling in 
the souls of believers. Christ intercedes 
that they may become sons ; the Spirit in- 
tercedes when they are sons. Christ's 
intercession is meritorious, and removes 
difficulties in the way of their salvation ; 
by the Spirit's intercession they obtain for- 
giveness of sin, and all other benefits of 
Christ's passion. The Saviour appears for 
them in the presence of God ; while the 
Holy Spirit makes known the longings and 
desires, the anxieties and fears, which fill 
the soul of the believer, and to which he is 
utterly unable to give expression at the 
throne of grace. What love and sympathy 
towards weak and helpless suppliants ! Not 
only will the Spirit " help our infirmities," 
not only will He dispel our ignorance and 
teach us what to ask of God, not only will 
He instruct us " how to pray " as we ought, 
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but He will "make intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered." 

Yes, Christians, when words are too weak 
to express half the craving desires or deep 
emotions of the soul, when thoughts arise 
too big for utterance, or when, under some 
crushing trial, or the secret consciousness 
of indwelling sin, the lips utter not a word, 
then, the Holy Spirit interprets the 
thoughts, and reads the language of desire. 
God, who searcheth the heart, understands 
the mind of the spirit ; and so, the scarcely 
breathed sigh, the ardent desire for Jesus, 
the longing for divine conformity, the 
silent heaving and aspiration of the heart, 
find acceptance with the High and Holy 
One. Unintelligible and meaningless to us, 
they have a sense and a language clear to 
Him who inspired them. They are not 
lost ; God marks, God receives them all, 
and lays . up the memory of them among 
His choicest treasures. 

Despond and despair not, then, trembling 
soul, because, at times, thou kneelest at the 
throne of grace, full of all spiritual desire, 
and yearning for more grace, and yet art 
dumb from the very want of words to speak 
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thy desire. It is for thy comfort arid en- 
couragement such words as these are sent, 
"The Spirit itself maketh intercession for 
thee with groanings which cannot be 
uttered." Oh, hang not back, because of 
conscious, felt unworthiness. If only the 
wdrthy might approach with the hope of 
beihg heard, who would venture to draw 
near ? Unworthy thou art to ask anything 
either for thyself or for others. Yet, thou 
art urged and invited to come " with lowly 
boldness." The Spirit is ready to help 
thine infirmities, to teach thee what to pray 
for, and how to pray as thou oughtst. Oh ! 
it is this which renders man inexcusable, 
it is this which makes salvation possible, 
and condemnation just. Men may have the 
Spirit's influence ; it is promised in answer 
to human supplication, it is even sus- 
pended on the breath of prayer; and, if 
they will but seek for its outpouring, there 
is not one heart, one soul, that may not 
be of those who enjoy the abiding presence 
of the Comforter. He will abide and dwell 
in their hearts. There will He reside, in 
intimate and familiar converse with their 
spirits, guiding them in all their wander- 
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ings, comforting them in all their sorrows, 
strengthening them in all their weak- 
nesses, and sealing and binding the com- 
forts of God upon their souls. All His 
blessed influences will be directed to cher- 
ishing and feeding the flame that burns on 
the altar of their spiritual life, to keep 
away all that would desecrate and pollute 
that holy temple. " Having begun a good 
work in them, He will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ." Having laid the first 
stone of that spiritual temple, He will con- 
tinue to add stone to stone, till it become 
" a building in the heavens." 

Reader! be persuaded, to entreat the 
help and guidance of this blessed Spirit, at 
the throne of grace. " Let it be your daily 
prayer, that He may come down, in all the 
plenitude of His heavenly graces, on your 
soul, even, ' as rain upon the mown grass, 
. and as showers that water the earth.' You 
cannot live without Him ; there cannot be 
one heavenly aspiration, not one breathing 
of love, not one upward glance of faith 
without His gracious influences. Apart 
from Him, there is no preciousness in the 
Word, no blessing in ordinances, no per- 
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manent, sanctifying results in affliction. As- 
the angel directed Hagar to the hidden 
spring, this blessed Agent, true to His 
name and office, directs His people to the 
waters of comfort giving new glory to the 
promises investing the Saviour's character 
and work, with new loveliness and beauty. 
Whatever, then, be your present situation, 
seek the promised help of the Holy Spirit. 
He has a healing balm for all, the weak, 
the tempted, the sick, the sorrowing, the 
bereaved, the dying, and, unlike other 
' sons of consolation ' whom a look may 
alienate, whom adversity may estrange, and 
death must separate He will abide for ever ; 
superior to all vicissitudes, surviving death 
itself." Come, then, with thy cross, come 
with thine infirmity, come with thy want, 
come with thy wounded spirit, come 
with thy broken heart, and the blessed, 
comforting Spirit breathing on thy soul, and 
inditing the petition, will " make inter- 
cession for thee according to the will of 
God." Above all, cultivate the habit of 
secret prayer. He that prays only when he 
prays with others, would not pray at all, 
were it not that the eyes of others are upon 
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him. He that will not pray, where none 
but God sees him, manifestly does not pray 
at all out of respect to God or regard to 
His all-seeing eye, and therefore, in effect, 
casts off all prayer. There are disclosures 
to be made errors to be unfolded short- 
comings to be wept over, with none but 
God as a witness. It is by secret com- 
munion with God, that the believer becomes 
girded for the conflict, strengthened for 
the hour of trial, and meetened for the 
joys of heaven. 

Some may peruse these pages, who have 
never yet sought in earnest the help of the 
Holy Spirit. Reader ! what is all your pro- 
fession worth, without this gracious, this 
all-prevailing Intercessor ? what your name 
to live, while you are dead to the true life 
and spirit of prayer ? All your profession of 
godliness your outward zeal your church 
membership, all is but " a fair show in the 
flesh ; " an empty name, while you have 
not, and seek not, the help of God's Holy 
Spirit. Whether you believe it or not, 
among the myriads of poor, pitiable, wretched 
beings on the earth's surface, there is not 
one more helpless, more truly miserable, 
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tnore an object of pity, than the man who, 
inwardly conscious of the duty of prayer, 
still dares, from day to day, to live without 
it. For, true it is, that the man who lives, 
without prayer and supplication in the 
family and in the closet, the man, be he 
peer or peasant, master or servant, who en- 
gages in life's duties, and hurries to his 
daily toil, without a humble and earnest as- 
piration to the Hearer and Answerer of 
prayer, to bless, guide, and preserve him, is 
at this moment a man " without God and 
without hope in the world," and one who, 
if the dread summons of the last messenger 
were now to sound in his ears, would leave 
the world, without one hope of immortality 
to sustain and comfort htm. 

Oh, then, if now you are sensible of the 
slightest motion of your heart towards God, 
the feeblest desire to come to the throne 
of grace, cherish it as your most costly 
mercy. It is the first gentle breathing of 
the blessed Spirit in your soul, it is the 
first pulse of spiritual life. Every solemn 
thought awakened, every anxiety kindled 
in the soul, every desire heavenward, 
however feeble, is proof of the Spirit's work, 
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which, if cherished and not checked, by the 
powerful obstinacy of the carnal mind, will 
be graciously made to result, in bringing 
the sinner to the foot of the Redeemer's 
Cross, as a humble suppliant for the free 
and full salvation, for the true and abiding 
conversion to God, which alone can fit the 
heart, for the reception of the Holy Ghost, 
to dwell there as in a temple. Go then in 
penitence, and spread your case before the 
Lord confess your sins, acknowledge 
ypur iniquity, humble yourself at His feet, 
and God, for Jesus' sake, will receive you 
graciously, pardon you freely ; and you will 
rise from your bended knees, relieved in 
heart, -comforted in soul ; prepared to 
follow the guidance, and to seek more and 
more the help of the Holy Spirit, as you 
journey onwards to your heavenly home. 

Heavenly Father, who hast graciously 
promised to give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Thee, grant us, we earnestly pray, 
this gift, for the sake of Thy well-beloved 
Son. Let Thy Spirit be shed abroad on us 
abundantly. Let Him be unto us a Spirit 
of light and truth, to guide us to the clear 
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understanding of Thy mind and will ; a Spirit 
of power, to quicken and convert us, and to 
strengthen us with all needful might in the 
inner man ; a Spirit of comfort, to cheer us 
in our times of trouble ; a Spirit of holiness, 
to purify us more and more, and to make 
us fruitful in every good work. Grant that 
He may abide with us continually, making 
us to grow in knowledge and in grace, and 
filling us with His blessed and holy fruits, 
which are in all goodness and righteousness 
and truth. May He help our infirmities, 
rule and govern our hearts, and enable us 
so perfectly to attend to Thy godly mo- 
tions, that being strengthened by Thy 
blessing and sanctified by Thy truth, we 
may ever remain in the number of Thy 
faithful and elect children, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. AMEN. 



Hark, my soul ! it is the Lord, 
'Tis thy Saviour, hear. His word; 
Jesus speaks and speaks to thee, 
" Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou Me ? 
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" I deliver'd thee when bound, 

And, when bleeding, heal'd thy wound ; 

Sought thee wandering set thee right, 
Turn'd thy darkness into light. 

" Can a woman's tender care 
Cease towards the child she bare ? 
Yes, she may forgetful be ; 
Yet will I remember thee ! 

" Mine is an unchanging love, 
Higher than the heights above, 
Beeper than the depths beneath, 
Free and faithful, strong as death. 

_" Thou shalt see My glory soon, 
When the work of grace is done ; 
Partner of My throne shall be ; 
Say, poor sinner, lov'st thou Me ? " 

Lord ! it is my chief complaint, 
"That my love is weak and faint; 
Yet I love Thee and adore ; 
Oh for grace to love Thee more ! 

WM. COWPER. 
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THE COMPASSIONATE HIGH 
PRIEST. 

" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

" Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our profession. For we have not an high 
priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities ; but was in all points tempted like as we 
are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need." HEB. iv. 14- 
16. 

T ESUS our great High Priest dying for 
I us on the Cross living for us now in 
heaven, this, this is the inspiring mo- 
tive, made use of by the apostle, in urging 
to diligence and steadfastness, in our Chris- 
tian profession, this is the encouragement 
to " come boldly to the throne of grace." 

Without this blessed truth, there could 
be no hope for the guilty and hell-deserving, 
no efficacy in prayer, and no encourage- 

(83) 



84 THE THRONE OF GRACE. 

ment to draw near to God. Efforts at 
obedience could never avail. God's violated 
law could never be satisfied, and the penalty 
of eternal death denounced against every 
transgressor, could in no other way be 
removed. 

But, seeing that Christ hath died for sin, 
we are to labor to die unto sin. Seeing 
that He hath opened the gates which were 
barred against us, we are to seek to enter 
in. Seeing that He hath purchased bless- 
ings, for time and eternity, which otherwise 
could never have been ours, we are to pray 
earnestly for their bestowal upon us. Seeing 
that He is now exalted to God's right hand, 
to give repentance and remission of sins, 
we are to draw near to obtain the pardon of 
our sins. Seeing that He pleads for us, we 
are to be fervent in pleading for ourselves. 

Christ's death does not leave us inactive 
indifferent as some of the enemies of 
our religion would maintain. True, our 
best deeds are still of no value as regards 
our salvation. We cannot merit eternal 
life. Jesus has done all. But, for this very 
reason, we are to " hold fast the profession 
of our faith without wavering," rejoicing in 
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the belief that He hath borne our sins, 
that He hath suffered for them, that He 
hath carried them into the land of for- 
getfulness, that He hath washed us in 
His own most precious blood, and hath 
clothed us with the robe of His imputed 
righteousness. Oh ! then it is we have a 
motive powerful and all-constraining, to 
" live not unto ourselves, but to Him who 
died for us and rose again," " to follow His 
footsteps and walk even as He also walked," 
to seek to have fellowship with Him in 
His sufferings, and to be conformed more 
and more to His image, to be " crucified 
with Christ, and to die daily unto sin," to 
" present our bodies and spirits as living 
sacrifices unto Him " who " gave Himself 
for us, that He might redeem us from all 
iniquity, and purify us unto Himself a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works." 

And, to animate us in thus " holding fast 
our profession," the apostle declares, that 
" we have not an High Priest who cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our infirmi- 
ties ; but one who was in all points tempted 
like as we are, yet without sin." 

The Saviour, when He burst the bonds 
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of death and ascended to the right hand of 
God, neither resigned His priestly office 
nor laid aside His humanity. He was, and 
still is, both God and man. He was, and 
still is, a merciful and faithful High Priest, 
never weary of his office, never forget- 
ting or abandoning it, never overlooking 
the wants and necessities of those whom He 
has loved, and for whom He intercedes. 
" It is finished," is gloriously inscribed on 
the Priest's work below ; " it never ceases," 
is as gloriously written on the work above. 
Christ, as our Intercessor with the Father, 
is continually presenting the merits of 
His one, all-sufficient oblation, sprinkling 
the mercy-seat with blood, and burning in- 
cense before the Lord. He appears at the 
right hand of the Majesty on high, clothed 
in priestly vesture. The names of the true 
Israel are on His shoulders, a token that 
all His strength is theirs to proteqt them. 
The names are on His breast, a token that 
while His heart beats, it beats for them, 
The voice of His pleading ever sounds and 
ever prevails, " Father, forgive them," and 
they are forgiven ; " Father, have mercy 
on them," and mercies speed on rapid wing. 
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The incense of His intercession ever rises, 
" Father, bless them," and they are blessed ; 
" Father, smile on them," and it is light 
around their path. With loving interest, 
He takes their every offering of prayer, 
and praise, and service. He perfumes all 
with the rich fragrance of His merits. He 
makes all worthy in His own worthiness, 
and thus our nothingness gains great 
reward. 

Oh, precious thought ! that we have a 
Friend above who can sympathize as no 
other can, that we have an Intercessor 
who can plead more powerfully than we are 
even able to conceive, and whose eye of 
love is on each one of His followers, to 
succor, sustain, and comfort, amid daily 
trials, vicissitudes, and conflicts. 

" He can be touched," yes, He has 
learned sympathy by suffering. The inci- 
dents and the feelings of His earthly exist- 
ence have not passed away. They have left 
impressions and results, which are deeply 
entwined with His present being. In the 
midst of His glory, He is still mindful of 
His anguish. Upon His " spiritual " body, 
He yet bears the print of the nails ; and 
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upon His side, the scar of the wound in- 
flicted by the Roman spear. These me- 
morials of the past, of His earthly pains 
and sufferings, will never be effaced, no, 
nor will the crown of universal glory ever 
obliterate the record of the crown of thorns. 
" Passed into the heavens," He is still as 
keenly " touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities," as when He stood weeping beside 
the grave of Lazarus ; or; as when He hung 
upon the cross, committing His bereaved 
mother to the care of His beloved disciple. 
And, He is able still to sympathize with 
all the sorrows and infirmities, to which His 
people are exposed. " In that He himself 
hath suffered, being tempted, He is able to 
succor them that are tempted." As He was, 
and is, and always will be, the very and 
eternal God, so is He, and so will He ever 
be, " the Man Christ Jesus," very God and 
very Man. Such is our great High Priest, 
divine in His ability, human in His sympathy ; 
and, amid earth's painful trials and temp- 
tations, amid its changes and vicissitudes, 
amid dangers and duties, it is such an High 
Priest that we stand in need of. Who is the 
man you would desire to visit you in the 
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house of mourning, when your agony was 
deep, and your perplexity overwhelming? 
Who is the friend to whom you would betake 
yourself, when the world frowned upon you, 
and the dark cloud gathered round you ? 
Who is the guide you would consult, when 
you had lost your path, and wandered on in 
the mazes of uncertainty ? Surely, one who 
had travelled the same road, one who had 
encountered the same perils, one who had 
drunk the same cup of woe, and endured the 
same fiery furnace. It is to a heart thus tried 
and experienced, to one who had thus 
suffered, that " the bruised reed, the smok- 
ing flax," the bent and bowed down spirit, 
would desire to come, to mourn with it, to 
raise it, to sustain it. Such an one would 
be welcome to you, in the hour of sore 
anguish. The very look of his furrowed 
face, worn with grief; the very look of his 
expressive eye, telling that he could enter 
deeply into all the peculiarities of your con- 
flict, would be balm to your wounded spirit. 
There would be something in his voice, 
in the accents he would employ, revealing 
to you, that he could be " touched with the 
feeling of your infirmities," because he had 
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undergone those infirmities himself. And, 
thus it is, that the humanity of our glorious 
High Priest, the susceptibility that He has 
of sympathy with us in all the varieties of 
our trials and temptations, brings Him down 
to our hearts, brings Him into our secret 
sympathies, enables us to feel that He is 
one with us and we with Him, and that we 
may come to God through His gracious 
interposition, in all our weaknesses and in 
all our woes, with all our burdens and all 
our infirmities, for the path is thus made 
plain and simple " He was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin." 

" Let us then," saith the apostle, because 
we have an High Priest above, One who 
can and does feel for us, One who knows 
all our cares, and troubles, and trials, One 
who has Himself deeply suffered, and is 
therefore able to sympathize with us in all 
our sorrows, " let us therefore come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may ob- 
tain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need." 

Reader ! Christ Jesus the High Priest 
and Intercessor, the sympathizing Brother 
is the only medium of prayer. There is 
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no access to God but through Him. And, 
if there be not an honoring of Christ, in His 
person, blood, righteousness, intercession, 
in prayer ; we can expect no answer to 
prayer. The great encouragement to draw 
near to God is, Jesus, at the right hand of 
God. He is our interceding High Priest ; 
He is our Advocate with the Father, 
our Kinsman-Redeemer within the veil. 
Coming through Him, the poorest, the 
vilest, the most abject, may approach the 
throne of grace with lowly boldness. The 
all-powerful, all-helpful , all-loving, all- 
tender Saviour and High Priest, is waiting 
to present the petition, and urge its accept- 
ance, and plead for its answer, on the basis 
of His own infinite and atoning merits. 

Come, then, ye poor, ye disconsolate 
come, ye tried and afflicted come, ye 
wounded come, ye needy come, and 
welcome, to the mercy-seat. Ask nothing 
in your own name, but ask everything in 
the name of Jesus. " Ask and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full." " Having 
therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into 
the holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new 
and living way, which He hath consecrated 
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for us, through the veil, that is to say, 
His flesh, and, having an High Priest over 
the house of God, let us draw near." 

Reader! whatever be your want, your 
weakness, your trial or infirmity, brood not 
over it, but bring it to the throne of grace. 
The longer you bear about with you the 
burden under which you groan, the more 
hopeless and wretched you will become; 
but if you take it to the foot of the Cross, 
you will assuredly obtain relief. The very 
act of taking it will inspire hope ; and, 
casting it on the tenderness and sympathy 
of your compassionate High Priest, you will 
be able to say, " I cried unto the Lord, and 
he heard me, and delivered me from all 
my fears." Plead earnestly, as David did, 
" Have mercy upon me, O God, according 
to thy loving-kindness ; according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions." " Withhold not thy tender 
mercies from me, O Lord ; let thy loving- 
kindness and thy truth continually preserve 
me." "Because tiny 'mercy is good, deliver 
thou me." " Let thy tender mercies come 
unto me, that I may live." 

Surely, it is a comforting thought, that 
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you are bringing your wishes, and cares, 
and anxieties to One, who knows how to 
pity and succor, who longs to show 
" mercy," and to impart " grace to help in 
every time of need." The Saviour's heart 
is a human heart, a tender heart, a sin- 
less heart ; a heart, once the home of sor- 
row, once an aching, bleeding, mournful 
heart. And He is still unchanged. He 
loves to chase grief from the troubled spirit, 
and to bind up the broken heart ; to stanch 
the bleeding wound, and to dry the weep- 
ing eye ; " to comfort all that mourn." Yes, 
Christian, if you would disclose your sor- 
row, to One who sorrowed as none ever 
sorrowed; if you would weep upon the 
bosom of One, who wept as none ever 
wept ; if you would bare your wound to 
One, who was wounded as none ever was 
wounded, then, in your affliction, turn 
from all creature sympathy and succor, to 
your " merciful and faithful High Priest." 
He is prepared to embosom Himself in 
your deepest grief, and to make your cir- 
cumstances all His own. He "can be 
touched with the feeling of your infirmity," 
and your sorrow. So completely so truly 
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is He one with you, that nothing can 
affect you, that does not instantly touch 
Him. Your temptations from Satan, your 
persecutions from man, your struggles 
with an evil heart, your tribulations and 
dangers, and fears ; all are known to Him, 
and He feels for you. Tender, to Him, are 
you, as the apple of His eye. Your happi- 
ness, your peace, your necessities, your dis- 
couragements all are to Him, subjects of 
deepest interest, and of incessant care. If, 
only, you would but lift the eye of faith, 
you might discover that He is with you 
now; and, of His faithfulness that never 
falters, of His love that never changes, of 
His tenderness that never lessens, of His 
patience that never wearies, of His grace 
that never decays, you may sing, in the 
storm-night of your grief. It is ever His 
delight, to prove Himself the strength of 
your fainting heart, and the support of your 
sinking soul, to visit you in the hour of 
sorrow and calamity, breathing music, and 
diffusing calmness, over your scene of sad- 
ness and gloom. Trust in Him, and He 
be with you, in life, in death and in 
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eternity ; for His word is " No man shall 
pluck them out of my hand." 

Almighty Saviour, in whom all fulness 
dwells, and who, as our merciful and faith- 
ful High Priest, hast a fellow-feeling with 
us in all our infirmities, we humbly beseech 
Thee to grant us out of Thy fulness grace 
sufficient for us. We are weak and helpless. 
Oh ! do Thou strengthen our faith, enliven 
our hope, increase our love, perfect our 
repentance. Blessed be Thy name, Thou 
hast encouraged us to come boldly to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace to help in time of need. 

Lord of all power and might, we come, 
trusting in Thine almighty strength, Thine 
infinite goodness, and Thy gracious prom- 
ises. We come to ask of Thee, whatsoever 
is wanting in ourselves, and to be enriched 
by Thee, with all spiritual blessings. What- 
soever of sin or of infirmity Thou seest in 
us, O Lord, forgive it, and help us to over- 
come it. Whatever of good Thy grace 
may have wrought in us, be pleased to con- 
firm and complete it, and make all that we 
think, and speak, and do, acceptable in Thy 
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sight. Be with us, O Saviour, everywhere, 
and at all times ; in health and in sickness, 
in prosperity and trouble, and in all the 
events and circumstances of our lives. Let 
Thy presence sanctify and sweeten what- 
ever may befall us. Never leave nor for- 
sake us in our earthly pilgrimage, but abide 
with us, till Thou hast brought us through 
all trials and dangers to Thy heavenly king- 
dom, that we may there dwell in Thy sight, 
and enjoy Thy love, and inherit Thy glory 
for evermore. AMEN. 



Saviour, I lift my trembling eyes 

To that bright seat, where, placed on high, 
The great, the atoning Sacrifice, 

For me, for all, is ever nigh. 

Be Thou my guard on peril's brink ; 

Be Thou my guide through weal or woe ; 
And teach me of Thy cup to drink, 

And make me in Thy path to go. 

For what is earthly change or loss ? 

Thy promises are still my own ; 
The feeblest frame may bear Thy Cross, 

The lowliest spirit share Thy throne. 

ANON. 
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Soldiers of Christ, arise, 
And gird your armor on, 
Strong in the strength which God supplies 
Through His eternal" Son. 

Strong in the Lord of hosts, 
And in His mighty power ; 
Who in the strength of Jesus trusts, 
Is more than conqueror. 

Stand, then, in His great might, 
With all His strength endued, 
And take, to arm you for the fight, 
The panoply of God : 

That, having all things done, 
And every conflict o'er, 
Ye may prevail through Christ alone, 
And stand for evermore. 
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" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

" The Lord shall help them, and deliver them, . . be- 
cause they trust in him." PSALM xxxvn. 40. 

THIS is one of the many sweet promises 
which gild the pages of inspiration, 
and which, so often, amid life's trials and 
difficulties and dangers, revive the faint- 
ing spirit, and lead the toiling, trembling 
one, to Him who is the sole strength of 
His people, and whose promises in Christ 
"are all yea, and in Him Amen, to the 
glory of God." For, of all the plans that 
may be adopted, for obtaining help in diffi- 
culty, comfort in distress, light in darkness, 
there is none so sure, so effectual, as that of 
taking a Divine promise to the throne of 
grace, laying it humbly before the Lord, r 
putting Him in remembrance, and pleading 
with Him, in the language of the psalmist, 

(101) 
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" Remember the word unto Thy servant, 
upon which Thou hast caused me to hope." 

The believer, then, has good ground to 
hope for Divine help and deliverance. He 
has been adopted into God's family \ made 
an "heir of God and a joint-heir with 
Christ." God has loved him with an " ever- 
lasting love," how can He fail to extend, 
in every time of need, that help which is 
required ? Our dear Lord, in His last 
prayer, asks that His people might be so 
blest. " The glory which Thou gavest me 
I have given them ; that they may be one, 
even as we are one: and that, the world 
may know that Thou hast sent me, and 
hast loved them, as Thou hast loved me." 
If, then, believers are the objects of this love 
of the Father, think you, He would be un^ 
willing to impart the needful help, to 
strengthen them in every emergency, and 
to sustain them by that almighty power 
which is equal to all their wants ? 

But further, believers are expressly said 
to be the property of Christ. They are His 
own, purchased by His blood and renewed 
by His Spirit. He owns them as His dis- 
ciples, He pleads for them in heaven, 
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He prays that they may be " kept from the 
evil " that is in the world, and.tkat prayer 
must be accomplished; and, whatever 
strength His people require to endure trial, 
to meet temptation, to discharge duty, to 
press forward, that strength is secured by 
the prayer of Jesus. Thus, we find the 
apostle connecting the fact that believers 
are the property of Christ, with the un- 
doubted truth, that all things are made to 
convey blessings to them. " All things are 
yours ; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, 
or the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come ; all are yours ; 
and ye are Christ's ; and Christ is God's." 

Besides, as we have seen, God has been 
pleased to promise this help, to all His believ- 
ing people. He has not left it a matter of 
conjecture. He has assured us, that He 
will be their strength in every emergency, 
that when the dark cloud gathers He will 
take them by the hand, when the tempest 
rages He will lead them to the covert, 
when the limbs are feeble and tottering He 
will impart new vigor; and His language to 
the traveller Zionward is, " Fear thou not ; 
for I am with thee : be not dismayed ; for I 
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am .thy God : I will strengthen thee ; yea, 
I will help^ thee ; yea, I will uphold thee 
with the right hand of my righteousness." 
That promise must be fulfilled, and He will 
continually to the end, strengthen His be- 
lieving people. By His providence, and by 
His grace, He will fulfill His word, and sup- 
port them in every emergency. 

But, while God has thus promised to be 
the strength of His people, His promise is 
associated with the use of means. Its ful- 
filment must be sought by exertion, by 
the use of appointed means. "The Lord 
shall help them and deliver them, because 
they trust in Him." It is only by the exer- 
cise of faith, -faith in God's word and prom- 
ises, that we can lay hold on Divine 
strength. We must believe these things as 
said/or us and to us, and regard the power 
of God, not merely as engaged to bless 
others, but to bless ourselves. It is not 
enough, to be convinced, that He hath said 
He will never forsake His people, but the 
effect of that promise upon each Christian's 
heart should be, " I may therefore say, The 
Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what 
man can do unto me." It is not enough, to 
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believe that God is a strength to others, 
each is to say, "In the Lord have / 
strength ; " not enough, that the " Lord 
Jehovah is a strength and song " to others, 
but each is to say, " He is my strength and 
song." This, be sure, is the part of true 
faith, to appropriate the promises God has I 
given, and to lay hold on that almighty 
strength, which is secured to every believer 
in Christ Jesus. Weak in himself, the 
Christian can then feel " strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of His might ; " and with 
God's promise, " no weapon formed against 
thee shall prosper," bound as a frontlet be- 
tween his eyes, he may go forth, conquering 
and to conquer. What, though his enemy 
come against him, mightier than the giant 
of Gath, and armed with impenetrable brass, 
and nought be found in his own hand, but 
the shepherd's sling and the smooth stone 
of the brook ! yet, he may meet his antago- 
nist without a quaking hand or a trembling 
thought, shouting, "Victory is of the 
Lord," or, in the words of the apostle, " I 
can do all things through Christ that 
strengtheneth me." 

There is yet another important means, in 
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order to obtain this help and deliverance, 
and it is this, continually to " wait upon 
God," for the communication of the prom- 
ised blessing. Divine imparted strength is 
ever associated with this obvious duty. If 
God alone communicates this help to His 
people, it is but reasonable that they should 
humbly, and earnestly, and perseveringly, 
ask for it. " Wait on the Lord," saith the 
psalmist, "be of good courage, and He 
shall strengthen thine heart : wait, I say, on 
the Lord." They who do not wait on Him, 
must not expect, that their negligence, pride, 
and indifference, should be rewarded with 
the comfort of Divine help and deliverance ; 
but they who seek that help, by earnest, 
persevering prayer, may hope, that their 
experience will resemble David's, when he 
said, " In the day when I cried Thou 
answeredst me, and strengthenedst me with 
strength in my soul." 

Reader! do you desire that the Lord 
should bzyour Helper and Deliverer? Oh, 
then, come to the throne of grace, and make 
known your request. Prayer is God's own. 
appointed channel, for imparting strength 
and courage to His people. He will grant 
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the desire of your heart, for, to nothing has 
He more strongly and solemnly pledged 
Himself, than to the answering of the 
prayer of faith. " Thou shalt call, and I 
will answer." There wants nothing but a 
believing prayer, to turn the promise into a 
performance. You may not, indeed, always 
receive the help you wish, the deliverance 
you long for, but you will receive what God 
knows to be best for you, strength equal 
to your day. More might injure you, in- 
duce self-confidence, and tempt you to 
lean on feeble reeds, and earthly supports. 
The promise, therefore, is, not that you 
shall experience no difficulties, encounter 
no trials, and be harassed by no fears, as 
you journey heavenward, but, that the Lord 
will help you, and deliver you out of them 
all, in His own time, and in His own way. 
You will have burdens and crosses, 
doubts and fears you will have many a 
time a rugged path to tread ; but, if you 
trust in the Lord, and look to Him for help, 
you need not fear. His grace will be made 
sufficient for you, and His promise will be 
realized in your experience, "As thy days, 
so shall thy strength be." Only trust God, 
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and, be sure, that " He is faithful who hath 
promised." 

When Jacob, fearing the approach of 
Esau, went to God for help, and implored 
Him to deliver him out of the hand of his 
brother, he reminded God (as it were) of 
His promise; "Thou saidst,\ will surely 
do thee good." It was on this account, 
that Jacob felt convinced, that God would 
now afford him help and deliverance, it 
was enough for \i\rn, that God had said it, 
for " God is not a man that He should lie ; 
hath He said, and shall He not do it? or' 
hath He spoken, and shall He not make it 
good?" 

This humble, but unshaken confidence, is 
the very soul of prayer. Come, thus, to 
the throne of grace, pleading the exceeding 
great and precious promises of your God, 
and you will never be sent empty away. 
" Put me in remembrance," says God, " let 
us plead together : declare, that thou may- 
est be justified." Whatever be the bless- 
ing you desire, or the help you stand in 
need of, put your heavenly Father in 
remembrance of the promise, by which He 
has insured it to you. It is His own direc- 
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tion, and, therefore, cannot be unavailing. 
Do you desire to have the guardian care of 
Him who slumbereth not nor sleepeth ? 
remind the Lord that He hath said, " He 
shall give His angels charge over fhee, to 
keep thee in all thy ways." Do you long 
for a companion who will lead you heaven- 
ward ? the promise is, " My presence shall 
go with thee, and I will give thee rest." 
Do you ask forgiveness ? take with you 
the words, " Though your sins be as scarlet, 
they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool." Do you seek acceptance ? He has 
declared, " Him that cometh unto me I will 
in nowise cast out." Happy is it for the 
Christian when he can faithfully plead, and 
contentedly repose his soul, upon such 
promises as these ; he will have no cause 
for alarm " The enemy may come in like 
a flood, but the Spirit of the Lord shall lift 
up a standard against him." 

Learn, Christian, where you ought to go 
with all your difficulties ; to the Throne 
of Grace. There you are sure of help and 
deliverance. It is to the true Christian, the 
citadel where he will always find a protector 
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to aid, and the home where there is always 
a Father to listen to him. "/ must tell this 
to my God" was the affecting observation 
of a Christian slave, while writhing under 
the lash of a cruel taskmaster. There was 
no one else who would hear or help him, 
no other being who could sympathize with 
him or relieve him. How many are the 
crosses of the Christian, which ought only 
to be divulged to this never-failing Friend ! 
how many sorrows which can be poured 
into no bosom but that of his Redeemer ! 
It is thus, that when you are weak then 
you are strong ; when with the prophet 
" your eyes fail with looking upwards," and 
you cry " O Lord, I am oppressed, under- 
take for me ; " then you are sure of help, 
deliverance, victory. 

It is by earnest prayer, that in the ful- 
ness of His sympathy, in the depth of His 
love, and in the strength of His all-suffi- 
ciency, the Saviour is brought near. The 
fervent breathings, the ardent longings, 
which ascend from a believer's heart, gather 
and accumulate in the upper skies; and, 
when most he needs Divine grace and 
strength, they descend in covenant blessings 
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upon his soul. No real, believing prayer is 
ever lost, even as the moisture exhaled 
from earth is never lost. That thin, al- 
most invisible vapor which the morning's, 
sun has caught up, returns again distilling 
in gentle dews or falling in plentiful rain, 
watering the earth and making it to bring 
forth and bud. That feeble desire, that 
faint breathing of the soul after God, shall 
never perish : it was, perhaps, so weak and 
tremulous, so mixed with fear and anxiety, 
so burdened with complaint and sin, that 
you could scarcely discern it to be real 
prayer, and yet, ascending from a heart in- 
habited by the Holy Spirit, it was accepted 
by God, and was presented by our great 
High Priest, " with the much incense " be- 
fore the Throne. Around that Throne, 
these prayers are gathering like clustering 
angels and, although the " vision may 
tarry," yet, waiting in humble faith God's 
time, those prayers will come back, bring- 
ing help and deliverance, so that the be- 
liever shall exclaim " Lord, I thank Thee, 
Thou hast heard my cry. Thou hast kept 
my soul from death, mine eyes from tears, 
and my feet from falling. Because Thou 
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hast been my help, therefore in the shadow 
of Thy wings will I rejoice." 

Oh, then, daily ask and plead for Divine 
strength ! When you experience a tempta- 
tion, turn to the Lord for support ; when 
conscious of the rising of a rebellious tem- 
per, go to Him for strength against it; 
when the deceitful heart would turn you 
aside, ask of Him to lead you in the way 
everlasting. Take all your difficulties what- 
ever they may be ; the daily life and conversa- 
tion the little circumstances of every hour, 
with all their perplexities whatever they 
are ; take them to your Father, unbosom 
them all to Him, lay them all before Him 
with perfect confidence, and firm reliance on 
His promises, and you will find, that the 
way to obtain confidence in regard to the 
greatest matter of the salvation of your 
soul, is to exercise confidence in small 
things. How can faith ever strengthen, if 
you do not bring it to bear on your daily 
life? on your little disappointments, and 
vexations, and troubles : remembering that 
God has said that " all things shall work to- 
gether for good" to them that love Him. 
Strive, always, to exercise an unlimited con- 
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fidence in God. "Though prayer be the 
key that opens God's treasures, yet faith 
is the hand that turns the key, without 
which it will do no good:" And it should 
encourage you to do so, to remember that 
it is the afflictions and operations of every- 
day life, that call this principle into exercise; 
and, a very great proportion of a Christian's 
life, as far as he is concerned, consists in 
the exercise of this principle. 

And, amid all your difficulties and dan- 
gers, be cheered by the thought, that 
" stronger is He that is with you, than all 
that can be against you." Oh, could we 
fling back the vail of flesh which now in- 
tercepts and dims our vision, and see the 
child of God as he is seen by the Father of 
his spirit and the holy angels, journeying 
onwards to his home, what a spectacle 
should, we behold ! a creature, weak, help- 
less in himself, yet " strong in the Lord 
and in the power of his might;" his 
every movement exciting the deepest in- 
terest; watched over by God, attended 
by seraphs, opposed and beset by the 
powers of darkness, but succored and 

sheltered by the everlasting arms, conducted 
8 
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in safety onwards and upwards, heaven- 
wards and homewards. 

Christian ! be it yours, thus to lean upon 
the arm of your covenant God, and to place 
all your trust and confidence in Him, and, 
while fighting the good fight of faith, fix 
your eye upon the time, when the battle 
shall be over, the conflict past, and when, 
as the din and tumult die away upon the 
ear, you shall hear the songs of seraphs, and 
the voice of one above them all, saying, 
" Come up higher ; take thy crown, thy 
crown of many stars, which I have prom- 
ised to him who is faithful unto death." 

Almighty God, our Father and Preserver, 
by whose merciful providence we are guided 
and upheld from day to day, we acknowl- 
edge our dependence on Thy care, and lift 
up our souls in thanksgiving for Thy good- 
ness. Blessed be Thou, who daily loadest 
us with benefits, O God of our salvation. 
"Though, often, alas! we have changed 
towards Thee, Thou hast never changed to- 
wards us. With what unwearying watch- 
fulness hast Thou been compassing our 
path, defending us from danger, guarding 
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us from temptation, hedging up our way 
with thorns, ' preventing us with the bless- 
ings of Thy goodness ! ' When, often, on 
the brink of the precipice, ready to fall, Thy 
interposing hand has saved us from inevita- 
ble destruction. When, through our own 
weakness and unwatchfulness, we must now 
have been wandering in hopeless alienation 
from Thee, Thou hast mercifully not suf- 
fered the bruised reed to be broken, nor 
the smoking flax to be quenched. 

Lord, our earnest prayer is, that Thy 
grace may still be made sufficient for us. 
May no spiritual foe be allowed to invade 
our peace or endanger our safety. May we 
seek, O God, from day to day, to live a 
life of simple faith and dependence on Thy 
grace ; with confiding love may we commit 
our every care, and want, and perplexity to 
Thy better direction, feeling assured that 
Thou wilt guide us by a right way to the 
city of habitation." 

Oh, give unto us hearts more sensible of 
Thy love to us, and more full of love to 
Thee ; and dispose us ever to seek our hap- 
piness in the enjoyment of Thy favor, the 
doing of Thy will, and the hope of Thy 
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heavenly kingdom. " Above all would we 
seek a renewed interest in those covenant 
blessings which Christ died to purchase, 
and which he is exalted to bestow. All our 
hope is in Him ; weak, helpless, perishing, 
we flee to Him as the help, and hope, and 
portion of all who seek Him. Hide us, O 
blessed Saviour, in Thy wounded side. We 
would overcome alone through the blood 
of the Lamb. May we know more and 
more the power of Thy resurrection, and 
the fellowship of Thy sufferings. May our 
every hope, for time and eternity, centre in 
Thy Cross." 

Keep us ever near to Thee. Hold Thou 
us up and we shall be safe. Help and de- 
liver us, O Lord, for our trust is in Thee. 
May we be kept by the mighty power of 
God through faith unto salvation. Hear us, 
gracious Father, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our blessed Lord and Saviour. 
AMEN. 

In sorrow and distress, 
To Thee, O Lord, we fly; 
In 'penitential lowliness, 
To Thee for mercy cry. 
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By Thine own love we plead, 
Oh, hearken to our prayer; 
By Him who for our sins did bleed, 
Spare us, O Father, spare: 

Our drooping minds refresh 
With showers of heavenly dew ; 
For hearts of stone give hearts of flesh, 
Renew us, Lord, renew. 

Comfort and make us whole, 
With Thy free Spirit's grace ; 
Lift up, O Lord, upon our soul, 
The lustre of Thy face. 

Constrain us to abhor 
The sins that made Him grieve, 
And ne'er to tempt the Spirit more 
Our thankless hearts to leave. 

Make us, O Lord, to tread 
The path that Jesus trod, 
Which Him from earth in triumph led, 
To the right hand of God. 



My spirit on Thy care, 
Blest Saviour, I recline ; 
Thou wilt not leave me to despair, 
For Thou art love divine. 

In Thee my faith has stood, 
On Thee I calmly rest ; 
I know Thee just, I know Thee good, 
And count Thy choice the best. 
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Whate'er events betide, 
Thy will they all perform; 
Beneath Thy wings I'll safely hide. 
Nor fear the coming storm. 

Let good or ill befall, 
It must be good for me ; 
Secure of having Thee in all, 
Of having all in Thee. 

H. F. LYTE. 
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MORE GRACE. 

" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

"He giveth more grace." JAMES iv. 6. 

MANY are the hindrances and discour- 
agements which meet the Christian 
in his journey heavenward ; and, if he had 
only his own strength to rely upon, he 
would soon become faint-hearted, and sink 
down in hopeless despair. But, conscious 
that there is a power on his side which can 
carry him over every obstacle, an Arm on 
which he may lean for support in every 
time of weakness, and a Refuge to which 
he can betake himself whenever danger 
threatens to overwhelm him, he pursues his 
onward and upward course, assured that He 
who has been his Guardian and Guide in the 
past, will not fail nor forsake him in the 
future. And, ever, as he finds his progress 
retarded : whether by temptations from 

(121) 
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without or from within, from daily inter- 
course with the world, or a more close and 
constant intercourse with an evil heart, he 
repairs to the throne of grace, that his faith 
may be invigorated, his love increased, 
and all his spiritual energies renewed and 
strengthened. Thus, only, can he hope to 
maintain his ground, and " press forward to 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus." If he give way to 
indolence, he is sure to be discomfited ; 
if. he attempt to encounter the adversary 
without prayer, he is as sure to lose his 
ground. He will find, that the strength in 
which he trusted was weakness ; and that his 
fancied courage could not bear him through 
the contest. 

But oh ! what encouragement have we to 
betake ourselves to the throne of grace, and 
seek Divine help and succor ! what cheer- 
ing promises are given to all who ask in 
sincerity ! "He giveth more grace" " The 
Lord preserveth all them that love him." 
" In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths." " I will rejoice 
over them, saith the Lord, to do them 
good." " Cast thy burden upon the Lord, 
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and he shall sustain thee." "He shall de- 
liver thee in six troubles, yea, in seven there 
shall no evil touch thee." "He shall call 
upon me, and I will answer him ; I will be 
with him in trouble, I will deliver him and 
honor him." "Call unto me and I will 
answer thee, and show thee great and 
mighty things which thou knowest not." 
" I will visit you, and perform my good 
word toward you." " I will teach you what 
ye shall do." " The Lord is good, a 
stronghold in the day of trouble ; and he 
knoweth them that trust in him." 

And, how frequently is the assurance 
given, that they who humbly wait upon the 
Lord, asking more grace and strength to 
do His will, to live to His glory, and 
to follow the footsteps of the Saviour, will 
receive fresh accessions, until, from "be- 
holding as in a glass the glory of the Lord," 
they are "changed into the same image 
from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
of the Lord." "Whosoever hath, to him 
shall be given, and he shall have more 
abundance" " If any man will do his will, 
he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be 
of God." " Then shall they know, if they 
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follow on to know the Lord." " They that 
wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength." " He giveth power to the faint ; 
and to them that have no might he in- 
creaseth strength?' "The righteous shall 
hold on his way, and he that hath clean 
hands shall be stronger and stronger" 
And St. Paul addresses the Thessalonians in 
these words, " We beseech you, brethren, 
and exhort you by the Lord 1 Jesus, that as 
ye have received of us how ye ought to 
walk and to please God, so ye would abound 
more and more" 

From these and similar passages we may 
learn 1st, that where grace really exists in 
the heart, there will be an earnest desire for 
more ; 2d, that the sure way of "growing in 
grace," is to strive, earnestly and prayerfully, 
to improve what we have already received ; 
and 3d, that there is only one source whence 
it can come to us, from Him who is seated 
on the throne of grace, and who has prom- 
ised to bestow it on all who humbly ask it. 
41 He giveth more grace." 

Where grace exists there will be an 
earnest desire for more. Yes, he in whose 
heart the Spirit of God has implanted this. 
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divine principle, will not rest satisfied with 
present attainments; love to God and 
Christ, will constrain him to seek after con- 
formity to the will of God, and, conscious of 
his own inherent weakness, guilt and help- 
lessness, his cry will be " Lord, more grace 
more grace." This feeling will grow and 
expand, until it pervades the whole being. 
Every fresh struggle will be accompanied 
with renewed supplication ; every day will 
be begun and ended, with another and yet 
another petition, that " more grace" may be 
imparted. The believer, under the influence 
of a living faith, feels that he has much to 
do, and no strength of his own to carry on 
the work assigned. He has to be in the 
world, yet not of the world. He has to 
bear about with him the name and character 
of Christ's disciple, and to resist every 
temptation to that which his Master has 
forbidden. He has to struggle with spirit- 
ual enemies, with a treacherous heart 
with enticements to evil on the right hand 
and on the left. He 'has to "be diligent in 
business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord ; " 
to " set his affections on things above, 
not on things on the earth ; " to " have his 
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treasure and conversation in heaven ; " to 
" give all diligence to make his calling and 
election sure ; " to " add to his faith, virtue ; 
and to virtue, knowledge; and to knowl- 
edge, temperance ; and to temperance, pa- 
tience; and to patience, godliness; and 
to godliness, brotherly-kindness ; and to 
brotherly-kindness, charity ; " that these 
things being in him and abounding, he may 
" neither be barren nor unfruitful in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ." Oh ! 
surely, then, there is need of " more grace : " 
grace to be diligent and faithful, grace 
to be resolute and strong, grace to im- 
prove, and employ aright, and for the glory 
of God, talents, and opportunities, and 
means, and efforts, grace to make our lives 
sacred, devoted, and dedicated lives, grace, 
so that for us " to live is Christ," grace, so 
that the highest end we have in view, is to 
"please God, and to abound more and more." 
Reader, have you this earnest longing for 
"" more grace ? " If it exists in your heart at 
all, you must have felt your need of it ; if 
it is not quenched and smothered, by sinful 
contact with the world, you will be longing 
for a renewed supply. ' There is no stand- 



MORE GRACE. 127 

ing still in the life of faith. " The man," 
says Augustine, " who says 'enough} that 
man's soul is lost ! " " Onwards," must ever 
be the Christian's motto. The power of 
grace must wax stronger and stronger, if 
you would have the power of sin to wax 
weaker and weaker.' Your daily prayer 
will be, " Lord, give me more grace to honor 
Thee; grace *in every vicissitude and 
change ; in all the varied phases of my be- 
ing. Grant me grace for sunshine and 
storm, for health and for sickness, for life 
and for death." 

And, it ought to animate and encourage 
the Christian, to know that the sure way to 
"grow in grace," is to strive, earnestly and 
prayerfully, to improve what has already 
been bestowed. Religion does not enjoin, 
that a man should retire from the world, 
and give no heed to its business and pur- 
suits. No ; it exhorts him rather to carry 
into the world the " grace " which may 
leaven the surrounding mass; to carry 
thither a religious temper, love to God 
and man, fervency of spirit, earnestness 
in well-doing, and humble submission to 
the will of his Maker. What is required, is 
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not inconsistent with the attention due to 
the interest of the present life ; and, experi- 
ence has proved, that Divine grace grows 
and expands, in the midst of incessant labor 
and daily toil. For a man to shun the 
world, is to shun the appointed sphere of 
duty. He may climb the mountain summit, 
and there, far away from all companion- 
ship with his fellows, the rock for his 
couch and the wild fruits for his sustenance, 
he may submit to every kind of toil and 
privation, in the attempt to live down the 
fierceness of passion, and to gain the victory 
over carnal desires ; but, far more pleasing 
in the sight of God, are the humble efforts 
of that believer, who, casting his all on 
Jesus, prays for grace to do his duty where 
God has cast his lot, and who shuns not the 
battle of life, but fights " the good fight of 
faith " and " overcomes the world." The 
one will grow in grace, in childlike humil- 
ity, and trust in the Saviour's merits; 
the other, wielding the scourge and wear- 
ing sackcloth, will grow in spiritual pride, 
in the hope to purchase heaven by his 
own frantic and feeble efforts. 

Oh ! think not, that the poor laborer, who 
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must depart from his cottage with the 
first streak of the morning, and not return 
till night, has far advanced, and who must 
wear away the intermediate time in unre 1 
mitting toil think not, that he must, of 
necessity, be " standing still ; "^-that grace 
is making no advances within his heart, 
.and that he cannot be progressing in the 
life of' faith and godliness. He may go 
through all his labor in the fear of God, 
yielding himself contentedly to his lot, and 
acknowledging the Divine hand in its ap- 
pointments, and, if he is so doing, he can- 
not fail to be "growing in grace and in the 
knowledge of Christ." " Growth in grace " 
is not to be expected from certain high and 
enraptured emotions, not from trances or 
ecstasies, but from the faithful exercise and 
exhibition of what has already been vouch- 
safed; in your daily, deportment, your 
deportment in the haunts of business, your 
deportment in your families, yea, amid all 
the occupations and requirements of life. 
Your life may present much the same gen- 
eral features for years ; but still it may, it 
ought to be a growing life, abounding 'more 
and more in the service of God. You are 
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not to expect that greater opportunities 
will be put in your way so much as that 
you should make these opportunities out 
of ordinary things, having an eye more 
capable of discerning them in common 
things, and being more ready to seize upon 
them and to use them. This is Christian 
principle, and what you should aim at. 
Nor are you to expect, that your opportuni- 
ties of exercising the "grace" given you, 
will be such as to attract the notice of 
others; no, they will lie chiefly in common 
things, in your ordinary duties, in your 
home circle, in resisting and overcoming 
habits of self-indulgence, habits of severity, 
fretfulness, irritability of temper, or the like. 
" Grace " may be brought into exercise too, 
in bearing sickness, trial, unkindness, or 
reproach, with a patient uncomplaining 
spirit, in helping and encouraging your 
neighbor, in being more generous, more 
kind, more sympathizing, in showing more 
"love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance," 
delighting more in prayer and the Word of 
God, setting the Lord more and more be- 
fore you, ever keeping Him in mind. 
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It is thus "grace" will truly grow and 
expand, so that every fresh duty becomes 
more easy, every fresh trial less painful. 
By bringing it into the detail of daily life, 
so that it may elevate and consecrate human 
affection, sweeten earthly love with the 
deepest and tenderest sympathies, per- 
vade duty, pleasure, and recreation, you 
will most surely promote the growth of 
that Divine principle which the Spirit of 
God has implanted within you. 

But we must never forget, that our ability 
for all this comes from above ; that, as 
there is only one source from which " grace " 
comes to us at first, so there is only one 
source from which we can obtain renewed 
supplies. " He giveth more grace." Our 
heavenly Father, for the sake of His well- 
beloved Son, has graciously promised to 
renew His gifts to those who use them 
rightly, to increase in them true religion, 
to nourish them with all goodness, and of 
His great mercy keep them in the same. 
" Grace is no scanty thing, doled out in 
pittances; the fountain is full and over- 
flowing, the treasury is large and inex- 
haustible ; myriads are hourly hanging on 
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it, and drawing from it, and yet there is no 
diminution." Out of that fulness all may 
receive grace for grace. " My God shall sup- 
ply all your need, according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus." " God is able 
to make all grace abound toward you ; 
that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound to every good word 
and work." 

Christian ! be it yours, by earnest prayer, 
to seek for an increase of grace. Whilst 
careful to use aright what you have already 
received, oh, repair to the throne of grace 
for a fresh supply, and, be assured, that 
"there is not a trial you can encounter, 
not a sorrow you can experience, not a 
difficulty you can meet with in your daily 
life, for which Jesus in the treasury of 
grace has not a corresponding solace. In 
the multitude of your thoughts within you 
His ' comforts will delight your soul.' " 

Not in your own strength can you tread 
the path of life, or make one effort to 
" grow in grace." Everything must come 
from the heavenly treasury, but oh ! bless- 
ed assurance " they that seek the Lord 
shall not want any good thing." There is 
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no real blessing, either for time or eternity, 
which will be withheld from you, if you 
humbly ask it, for the sake of Jesus. 
" Hitherto," said He to His disciples, " ye 
have asked nothing in my name : ask, and 
ye shall receive, that your joy may be full." 
And, " He that spared not His own Son, 
but freely gave Him up to the death for us 
all, how shall He not with Him also freely 
give us all things ? " 

Look backward, and reflect how many 
blessings you have received in the past; 
and, take these as the pledges that God will 
be with you still, and will give " grace and 
strength " for the time to come. " He that 
believeth hath the witness in himself" 
You have the witness, to the fulfilment of 
the most gracious assurances of your Lord, 
in "yourself;" in your own heart, and in 
your own experience. Methinks I hear 
you say, " Yes, I have been in affliction and 
sorrow, when the consolation of earthly 
friends was utterly ineffectual, to diy the 
starting tear, or to calm the bursting heart ; 
and, at that hour, there was One who said, 
' In all your affliction I was afflicted.' 

" I have been in seasons of the most fear- 
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ful spiritual temptation, when I had almost 
made shipwreck of my faith, but there was 
One who whispered ' My grace is sufficient 
for thee, and my strength is made perfect in 
weakness.' 

" I have been upon a sick, and as I be- 
lieved a dying bed. I have stood upon 
the brink of a fathomless eternity, and, at 
that awful hour, there was One who stood 
by me in the watches of the night, and im- 
parted strong consolation ; there was One 
who said ' There is, therefore, now no con- 
demnation to them who are in Christ Jesus ; 
I have drawn the sting of death ; I have 
robbed the grave of its victory fear not 
I will give you grace, and be with you 
alway, even to the end.' " 

" Blessed Lord, do Thou bend Thy pity- 
ing eye of love and mercy upon us, as we 
venture to approach the throne of grace. 
We desire to look up to Thee through Jesus 
Christ, Thy well-beloved Son, and to be 
made partakers of that peace which passeth 
all understanding. There is no other refuge 
for the sin-stricken, woe-worn spirit. But, 
blessed be God, that we are permitted to 
rest on the finished work and everlasting 
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righteousness of our dear Redeemer, and 
that there is in Him an all-sufficiency for 
our every want. 

" We pray, O God, for pardoning, renew- 
ing, quickening, and sanctifying grace. 
Transform us by the indwelling power of 
Thy Holy Spirit. May we seek to be more 
animated by ardent love to Him, whose we 
are, and whom it is alike our duty and our 
privilege to obey. Knowing that this is 
Thy will concerning us, even our sanctifica- 
tion, may it be our constant ambition, to be 
growing in grace and in the knowledge of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ." 

Almighty Saviour, in whom all fulness 
dwells, we humbly beseech Thee that it 
may be given us to receive out of Thy ful- 
ness grace sufficient for us ; so that, being 
taught of Thee how we ought to walk and 
to please God, we may abound therein more 
and more. Cause us to be filled with the 
knowledge of Thy will in all wisdom and 
spiritual understanding, and let it be the 
great employment of our lives to honor and 
serve Thee. May our rejoicing be the tes- 
timony of our conscience, that in simplicity 
and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wis- 



136 THE THRONE OF GRACE. 

dom, but by the grace of God, we have our 
conversation in the world. 

Suffer us not, O God, to rest satisfied 
with present attainments, but do Thou ac- 
cording to Thy promise give us more grace. 
Carry us still forward in Thy ways, from 
strength to strength, until we are fit to be 
translated to that better country, where we 
shall see Thee face to face, and being fully 
conformed to Thine image, shall love Thee 
supremely, rejoice in Thee triumphantly, 
and celebrate Thy praises for ever. 

Graciously hear us, O God, and have 
mercy on us for the sake of Thy beloved 
Son, our strength and our Redeemer. 
AMEN. 

The head that once was crown'd with thorns, 

Is crown'd with glory now ; 
A royal diadem adorns 

The mighty Victor's brow. 

The highest place that heaven affords 

Is His, is His by right ; 
The King of kings, and Lord of lords, 

And heaven's eternal light : 

The joy of all who dwell above, 

The joy of all below, 
To whom He manifests His love, 

And grants His name to know. 
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To them the Cross, with all its shame, 

With all its grace, is given ; 
Their name, an everlasting name, 

Their joy the joy of heaven. 

They suffer with their Lord below, 

They reign with Him above, 
Their profit and their joy to know 

The mystery of His love. 

The Cross He bore is life and health, 

Though shame and death to Him ; 
His people's hope, His people's wealth, 

Their everlasting theme. 

T. KELLY. 



Oh, help us, Lord ! each hour of need, 

Thy heavenly succor give ; 
Help us in thought, and word, and deed, 

Each hour on earth we live \ 

Oh, help us when our spirits bleed 

With contrite anguish sore ; 
And when our hearts are cold and dead, 

Oh, help us, Lord, the more ! 

Oh, help us through the prayer of faith, 

More firmly to believe ; 
For still, the more the servant hath, 

The more shall he receive ! 

If strangers to Thy fold we call, 

Imploring at Thy feet 
The crumbs that from Thy table fall, 

'Tis all we dare entreat. 
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But be it, Lord of mercy, all, 

So Thou wilt grant but this ; 
The crumbs that from Thy table fall 

Are light, and life, and bliss. 

Oh, help us, Jesus, from on high ! 

We know no help but Thee; 
Oh, help us so to live and die, 

As thine in heaven to be ! 

HENRY HART MILMAN. 
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A DIVINE PROMISE. 

" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

" Call upon me in the day of trouble : I will deliver 
thee, and thou shalt glorify me." PSALM L. 15. 

HERE is a gracious promise for the 
season of conflict and trial, a prom- 
ise, oh ! how often realized by the chil- 
dren of God. In their journey heavenward, 
they are told to expect trouble, vicissitude, 
and sorrow. " In the world," said the 
Saviour to His disciples, "ye shall have 
tribulation." " It is the family badge, the 
family pledge, the family privilege. Troub- 
les are in God's catalogue of mercies. He 
does not disguise from them that he will 
send affliction, that He will subject His 
own people to chastisement. He knows 
them too well, He loves them too well, 
to allow the unbroken sunshine the calm, 
unruffled sea." 

(141) 
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The path which the Saviour trod, is the 
path along which every disciple must jour- 
ney heavenward. As, in " bringing many 
sons unto glory," the Captain of salvation 
"was made perfect through sufferings," so 
" we must, through much tribulation, enter 
into the kingdom." Such, indeed, is the 
experience of every genuine disciple. Not 
far has he journeyed in the way of life, 
when .he finds that the road to Canaan is 
through an enemy's country ; that a wil- 
derness intervenes, in which there is many 
a brier, and many a thorn; and that toil, 
and care, and trouble attend his onward 
progress. But the more his afflictions 
abound, the more his consolations also 
abound; for that Mighty One who has led 
him forth to the struggle, will also conduct 
him to the triumph. Whatever be the 
danger he has to face, whatever the diffi- 
culty he has to surmount, whatever the 
affliction he has to bear, the promise is, 
" Call upon me in the day of trouble : I will 
deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me." 
Christian ! it is wise, it is well, to reflect 
often on the " day of trouble," that we may 
learn the lessons God designs to teach us ; 
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that we may be led by our felt necessity 
to the throne of grace; that we may "call 
upon Him " who has promised to deliver 
us ; and that, by our patience, our sub- 
mission, our gratitude, we may " glorify " 
His holy name. 

Trial and troiible are permitted, that they 
may bring the Qiristian to solemn thought. 
When the sun of prosperity continues long 
to shine ; when plans are prospering, and 
liopes are being realized, and no cloud of 
sorrow gathers over his pathway, the child 
of God is prone to forget his true mission 
upon earth, and to entwine his affections 
around the things of time and sense. Daily, 
hourly contact with the world if there be 
nothing to interrupt the current of what is 
called " good fortune," nothing to check 
the ardor of pursuit after earthly riches, 
will, most surely, have a baneful influence 
on the inner life of the believer, and render 
him less earnest in seeking after the true 
and abiding riches of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

But, God will not suffer His children to 
continue wandering astray, wasting their 
energies, and squandering their best affec- 
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tions on the things that perish. His re- 
straining hand will be outstretched, to 
rescue them from temptation, and to draw 
them back from the verge of the precipice. 
He will permit trouble to come upon them ; 
trial after trial, till they are brought 
again to feel, that "life is earnest," and 
should be devoted to the glory of God, 
that religion must not be made secondary to 
business and pleasure, that the things 
which are eternal are infinitely more pre- 
cious than the things which are temporal, 
that intercourse and contact with the world 
can only be safe and right, so long as there 
is carried into it, supreme love to God, a 
higher place for heavenly than for earthly 
things in the heart, a more earnest desire to 
live for Christ and in Christ, than for the 
world and the things of the world. The 
Saviour has Himself declared, where alone 
the Christian can be safe "Abide in me 
and I in you. As the branch cannot bear 
fruit except it abide in the vine, no more 
can ye, except ye abide in me." If such 
truths as these, are brought into the heart, 
when the hour of trouble and calamity has 
been made to touch and open it, when the 
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voice of God is heard, (as it was not amid 
the din and turmoil of the world), who shall 
say that the appointment is severe, when it 
is declared, " we must through much tribu- 
lation enter into the kingdom?" 

Again, man was never destined by his 
Maker to slumber on the couch of repose, 
and to bask in the sunny season. He was 
appointed to labor and to action, to struggle 
with the tempest, to weather the winter of 
affliction. Had we no trials, what need for 
the exercise of patience and resignation? 
Had we no afflictions to encounter, and no 
troubles to fear, what occasion would there 
be for that strength of mind which enables 
us to brave the perils of life, to bid defiance 
to the evil day, and to repose firm and un- 
shaken on the arm of the Almighty ? It is, 
when trouble and distress come upon us, 
that we flee to the Rock for shelter; and, 
realizing our insecurity and weakness, place 
our trust and confidence in the Lord. It is 
amid sorrow and trial, that trust in God is 
chiefly exercised. It is a grace which has 
its home amid the tempest, and derives, 
from amid the driving rain and beating 
winds, the very nutriment of its life. It 

10 " 
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grows on the clefts of the broken heart, and, 
from the depths of human agony, issues the 
voice of its consolation. Its office is, to light 
the darkness, and fix the eye otherwise 
distracted and bewildered in singleness of 
hope, upon the light of a Saviour's love, as 
it shines, like a pillar of fire, upon ransomed 
Israel; or, like the beacon-light, which 
points the sailor to the desired haven. 
What avail the smile upon the lips, and the 
light in the heart, when all is fair and 
smooth ? Doth not even the man of the 
world smile with smiling life ? The triumph 
of the child of God is, to smile when the 
world frowns, and keep the light in the 
heart undimmed by the sorrows which sur- 
round the outward path ; to say with the 
afflicted patriarch, " Though He slay me, 
yet will I trust in Him." 

Christian, if trouble has come upon you, 
put your trust in God, seek to. glorify Him 
even "in the fires." Be assured, that He 
has seen it to be needful for your well-being, 
to lead you for a while in the path of tribu- 
lation. Oh ! question not, for a moment, 
His love and faithfulness toward you. Only 
place your confidence in Him, and he will 
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not allow the trouble be it what it may, 
to go beyond what you are able to endure. 
God is now trying your faith, your love, 
your dependence upon Himself; seeing 
whether you can trust Him beyond the 
range of your partial vision ; and, when His 
.purpose is accomplished, He will remove 
trouble, gladden your heart, and cause you 
to sing of His faithfulness and truth. 

Yet, further, trouble is permitted, in order 
to lead the Christian, not only to trust in the 
Lord, but to call upon Him for deliverance. 
Alas ! how many repair to other sources, 
in the vain hope to obtain relief? how 
many attempt to escape from trouble, by 
some futile expedient of their own? and 
how many stand at a distance from God, 
refusing to hearken to His voice, and there- 
fore deriving no real spiritual benefit from 
their affliction ? Others there are, who do 
not recognize His hand in their day of 
tribulation. They dwell solely upon the 
trouble, the sorrow, the disappointment, 
and never raise their thoughts beyond it. 
They view it in all its distressing bearings, 
ponder upon every secondary cause which 
led to it, dwell upon all its sorrowful 
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effects, and think how 'greatly such an 
event, if it had occurred, would have miti- 
gated it, how surely such a line of con- 
duct would have prevented it, how much 
less they would have suffered, if there had 
been but one little circumstance in their 
calamity, different from what it was. No 
wonder that, in so doing they miss the 
blessing, which they might otherwise have 
reaped. 

" Christian, be it yours to recognize and 
to acknowledge, in your every trouble, a 
Father's hand, and to hear in it, a Father's 
voice. That loss of worldly substance, 
it was from Him. That withering disap- 
pointment, the wreck of a fond hope, it 
was from Him. That protracted sickness, 
that wasting disease, it was from Him.'* 
But all was intended . for your good, to 
bring you to realize your own helplessness 
and His strength, to lead you to the 
throne of grace, to revive within you the 
spirit of earnest and importunate supplica- 
tion, and to draw forth from the depths of 
your troubled heart, like fervent utterances 
to those of the psalmist, " Have mercy upon 
me, O Lord, for I am in trouble." " Be 
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not far from me; for trouble is near; for 
there is none to help." " Hide not Thy 
face from me, for I am in trouble ; hear me 
speedily." " Quicken me, O Lord, for Thy 
name's sake : for Thy righteousness' sake 
bring my soul out of trouble." 

Oh ! if, with a contrite and broken heart, 
you bend before the throne, in "your day 
of trouble," and thus call upon the Lord, 
He will assuredly " deliver you, and you 
will glorify Him." Never can you pray in 
vain, if you will but persevere in praying. 
Be not discouraged by seeming delay ; let 
the value of the blessing you seek, give 
fresh impulse to your prayers, ask again 
and again, and, while you have the word of 
promise whereon to build, cleave fast to 
this, although all appearances be against 
you. Perhaps, the very reason why the 
Lord withholds an answer, may be, that 
you may learn to persevere in asking, 
that " patience may have her perfect work," 
that you may be kept looking up to 
Him, " waiting upon the Lord who hideth 
His face " " sitting daily at the posts of 
His doors." For, thus it often is, that the 
believer, as he renews again and again his 



ISO THE THRONE OF GRACE. 

supplication, and clings by faith to the 
Saviour, saying with the patriarch, " I will 
not let Thee go until Thou bless me ; " not 
only gains his suit, but, through Divine 
grace, even as he hangs upon his Re- 
deemer, grows like unto Him. The work 
of the Holy Spirit goes on within the soul, 
the believer advances, step by step, in his 
heavenward journey; each progressive 
movement, it may be, small and almost im- 
perceptible to himself, as he is taking it; 
yet, one by one, leading him up to un- 
known heights, bringing him ever nearer 
and nearer to the golden gate. And, the 
more close and frequent his communion at 
the throne of grace, the more is his soul 
filled with the "peace which passeth all 
understanding." Conscious of a presence 
which the world knows not of, alone with 
his loving and tender Redeemer, he has a 
" joy with which a stranger cannot inter- 
meddle ; " to Him he unbosoms all his 
griefs, and cares, and troubles, and from 
Him he at length receives, more than an 
answer to his prayers, relief from present 
troubles, and the blessed, abiding assurance 
of a Saviour's unchanging and eternal love. 
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Praying one, faint not, neither be dis- 
heartened. With the Divine promise to 
rest upon, the certainty that your petition 
will be granted, you may well be encour- 
aged. If there be delay, it is because this 
delay is, in the judgment of Infinite Mercy 
and Goodness, better for you than an im- 
mediate answer. " The righteous cry, and 
the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out 
of all their troubles." " Call upon me in 
the day of trouble : I will deliver thee, and 
thou shalt glorify me." What more can 
you desire ? It is like promising the fear- 
ful traveller, that the stormy day which is 
overtaking him, shall not, cannot injure 
him. Its storms may buffet, but they shall 
do him no real harm. Or, it is like telling 
the tempest-driven mariner not that a calm 
is coming on, or that a haven is near, but 
that, let the tempest rage as it will, not a 
plank of his vessel shall give way. There 
shall be a strain on it, but it shall bear the 
strain, shall weather the storm ; and, when 
the storm ceases, be ready as ever to pursue 
its course. " He shall call upon me," saith 
the Lord, " and I will answer him. I will 
be with him in trouble and will deliver 
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him." " I will be first a prayer-hearing, a 
prayer-answering God to him, then a pres- 
ent, and helping, and comforting God, and 
at last a delivering God." " The salvation 
of the righteous is of the Lord ; he is their 
strength in the time of trouble." 

Finally, since, if we are the children of 
God, we must look to endure tribulation, 
before entering the land of light and life, we 
should seek to be prepared for it. The 
current may now be flowing gently with 
us ; but, there is not one among the pilgrims 
Zionward, the fairest, the youngest, the 
happiest and most hopeful, whose, feet, 
sooner or later, will not have to pass through 
the deep waters of trouble and sorrow. 
They await us all ; for, we are told, that of 
those who have entered heaven, of that 
mighty palm-bearing multitude, who have 
" washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb," one universal 
characteristic is, that they have come " out 
of great tribulation." Although so numer- 
ous that no man can number them, so 
diverse that all nations, and kindreds, and 
people, and tongues, have there their repre- 
sentatives, this multitude contains not an in- 
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dividual who has not come " out of great 
tribulation." It is not, that, here and there, 
in that vast assemblage, there are SOME 
whose lot, on earth, was full of misery and 
woe, who had to pass through days of 
trouble and anguish ; no, of that unnum- 
bered number, this is universally, unexcep- 
tionably true : all came " out of great trib- 
ulation." Sorrow once had set its seal on 
every heart; trials and afflictions and 
anxieties, pressed closely upon them ; 
their earthly prospects were darkened by 
disappointment or marred by adversity ; 
bereavement, and sickness, and poverty, and 
death following the track of sin, added 
to their mournful experience, and, with 
many of God's best beloved, one tear was 
scarcely dried, when another was ready to 
flow. Their days of mourning are, indeed, 
ended, but they came " out of great tribu- 
lation." 

Christian ! it will be so with you ; but do 
not shrink. Pray that you may be pre-. 
pared for trouble, when it comes. Whilst, 
indeed, God is pleased to keep it from your 
door, it is not for you to seek it, but, rather, 
to take thankfully the blessings so gra- 
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ciously bestowed. But, should He see meet 
to give you " the bread of adversity and the 
water of affliction ; " should the clouds be- 
gin to gather round you, and your day of 
prosperity be turned into a "day of 
trouble," (and oh ! it does not take long to 
darken the brightest sky, when God has 
once commanded the clouds from above, 
there is no need of years moments suffice 
to blight the sweetest flowers and nip the 
choicest buds,) but, should this be the will 
of God, come to the throne of grace, and 
pray that He would enable you to bow 
with submission, and that, in His own good 
time, He would be pleased to "deliver" 
you. Let the language of your soul be, 
" Father, I know that this affliction cometh 
to me from Thy hand, and, that Thou 
lovest me. Not willingly, wouldst Thou 
grieve even me, Thy most wayward child. 
Thou knowest, that I need it. Thou 
knowest, that if Thy chastening hand were 
not often upon me, I should be continually 
' starting aside ' like a broken bow/ I bow 
before Thy justice ; I acknowledge Thy 
mercy; I bless Thee for Thy promises of 
help and comfort, and my earnest prayer is, 
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that my present trouble, may work that holy 
and sanctifying effect, which Thou hast de- 
signed, and without which, I cannot be 
rendered ' meet' to be a partaker of the in- 
heritance of the saints in light.' " 

Oh ! let ~ such a petition ascend before 
God, in the name of Jesus, and you will as- 
suredly be comforted. Those gracious 
words will be addressed to you, which the 
Saviour once uttered upon earth, " Let not 
your heart be troubled. In the world ye 
shall have tribulation : but be of good cheer ; 
I have overcome the world ; " and you will 
learn, more and more, that these "light 
afflictions which are but for a moment," are 
intended " to work out for you a far more 
exceeding, even an eternal weight of glory." 
Remember, this is thy nursery, thy school, 
\>\\\.yonder is thy proper home. Yet a little 
while, and you will leave behind you, sin 
and sorrow, trial and trouble ; yet a little 
while, and the sackcloth attire will be re- 
moved, and you will be clothed in white 
robes. You will lay down the pilgrim's 
staff, to sound the notes of praise, upon your 
golden harp. You will emerge, from the 
valley of tears and the scene of suffering, to 
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stand at the gate of the celestial city, and, 
there, present your credentials for admit- 
tance. Once lodged within that heavenly 
home, all will be peace. No tempest will 
beat upon you there, no storms disturb 
you there. The tear will be forever dried, 
the throbbing heart be hushed, and you 
will take your place triumphant on the 
summit of Mount Zion, there to partake of 
the joys which are at God's right hand, and 
of those pleasures which are for evermore. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, our 
refuge and defence, the strength of our 
heart and the rock of our salvation, enable 
us in every day of trouble, yea, at all times, 
to put our trust in Thee. Teach us with 
full assurance to look up to Thee, as our 
reconciled God and Father in Christ Jesus, 
who art willing for His sake to supply our 
utmost need ; and, graciously remember 
Thy word unto Thy servants, on which thou 
hast caused us to hope, that Thou wilt keep 
him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
upon Thee. 

We confess, O God, that hitherto we 
have been prone to trust in the creature 
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more than in the Creator. We have leant 
upon broken reeds, and hewed out empty 
cisterns. We have turned for support and 
succor to an arm of flesh. And, instead of 
acknowledging Thee in all our ways, we 
have often walked in the light of our own 
eyes, and after the imagination of our own 
hearts. 

Pardon, O God, for the sake of Thy be- 
loved Son, whatever want of confidence we 
have shown towards Thee ; and lead us 
henceforth by the teaching of Thy Holy 
Spirit to trust in Thee with all our hearts. 
Increase our faith in the promises of Thy 
Word. Dispose us cheerfully to cast upon 
Thee all our cares and troubles, humbly to 
commit to Thee all our interests, and 
earnestly to seek the aid of Thy strength 
and the guidance of Thy wisdom in all our 
undertakings. 

" Oh, keep us from all murmuring, or 
unbelieving misgivings, under the stroke of 
Thy chastening hand. Let there be no 
hard construction of Thy dealings. May 
we see Thy chastisements, tempered with 
gracious love, all to be needful discipline. 
Give us an unwavering trust and confidence 
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in Thy faithfulness, and help us to feel as- 
sured that nothing befalls us but by Thy 
direction; nothing is appointed, but what is 
for our good. May we delight often to an- 
ticipate that happy time, when we shall 
suffer no more and sin no more, when we 
shall trace with joyous hearts, the long line 
of unbroken love and unchanging faithful- 
ness, and, when in Thy light we shall see 
light" 

Graciously hear the voice of our suppli- 
cations, which we offer in the name of Thy 
well-beloved Son, our Lord and Saviour. 
AMEN. 



Sure refuge of the weary soul I 
On Thee, when sorrows rise, 

On Thee when waves of trouble roll, 
Our fainting hope relies. 

To Thee we tell our every grief, 
For Thou alone canst heal ; 

Thy word can bring a sweet relief 
To every pain we feel. 

Yet oft when vexing fears prevail, 
We doubt the love divine ; 

Our springs of peace and comfort fail, 
And all our hopes decline. 
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But Thou hast said, Seek ye my face ; 

Nor shall we seek in vain ; 
The ready arm of sovereign grace 

Will help ere we complain. 



Thy mercy-seat is open still ; 

There let our souls retreat, 
With humble hope await Thy will, 

And worship at Thy feet. 



Afflicted saint, to God draw near, 
Thy Saviour's gracious promise hear ; 
His faithful word declares to thee, 
That as thy day thy strength shall be. 

; 

Let not thy heart despond, nor say, 
How shall I stand this trying day ? 
He has engaged by firm decree, 
That as thy day thy strength shall be. 



Thy faith is weak, thy foes are strong; 
And if the conflict should be long, 
Thy Lord will make the tempter flee ; 
For as thy day thy strength shall be. 



When call'd by Him to bear the cross,- 
Reproach, bereavement, painful loss, 
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Or deep distress and poverty, 
Still as thy day thy strength shall be. 



When death at length appears in view, 
Christ's presence shall thy foes subdue; 
He comes to set thy spirit free, 
And as thy day thy strength shall be. 



CHRISTIAN JOY. 



CHRISTIAN JOY. 

" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

*' Rejoice in the Lord alway : and again I say, Re- 
joice.'' PHIL. iv. 4. 

TO the Christian, who is living near to 
the throne of grace, there are sources 
of joy unknown to all others. He can even 
" rejoice in tribulation," and "be glad in the 
Lord," although pain, and suffering, and 
distress fall to his lot. Not that he is in- 
sensible to trial and affliction, or that he 
steels himself to their endurance ; not that 
he can gaze unmoved on the wreck of all 
his hopes, or behold, without a tear of 
agony, the loved and cherished laid in the 
silent grave. No ! no, his affections are 
more warm and tender, his sympathies 
more deep and strong, his sensibilities 
more acute and lively, than those of the 
worldling. He can feel, and feel intenselv, 

(163) 



1 64 THE THRONE OF GRACE. 

the stroke of affliction, the severance of 
fond ties, the robbing of earthly joys ; but 
then, he knows where he can go for com- 
fort, peace, satisfaction, hope. He knows 
who has promised to give " the oil of joy 
for mourning, and the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness," and he remembers 
the words of the Saviour, "Ask and ye shall 
receive, that your joy may be full." 

772^ one great source of the Christian 's joy 
is Christ. This, in a manner, swallows all 
the rest, or, rather, is the source of all the 
rest. The Christian rejoices because he has 
found Christ, "the Friend that sticketh 
closer than a brother." The injunction of 
the apostle is, " Rejoice in the Lord" and 
again it is said, " We rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh ; " and 
St. Peter, referring to the surpassing joy at- 
tained by many of these early Christians, 
says, "7/2 whom believing, ye rejoice with 
joy unspeakable, and full of glory." Simi- 
lar is the language used in the Old Testa- 
ment. David says, " Rejoice in the Lord, 
O ye righteous, and give thanks at the re- 
membrance of his holiness ; " and Isaiah, 
speaking of the true Israel, declares, " Thou 
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shalt rejoice in the Lord, and glory in the 
Holy One of Israel." The prophet Joel 
says, " Be glad, then, ye children of Zion, 
and rejoice in the Lord your God." Under 
the heavy pressure of affliction, Habakkuk 
declares he " will rejoice in the Lord, he 
will joy in the God of his salvation." 
Christ is the only source of the believer's 
joy : God incarnate ; God the Son, in our 
nature coming down to our low estate, to 
testify His love and compassion to us. Oh ! 
there are no, words which can inspire the 
heart with fuller joy than these, when 
uttered in sincerity, " He who was rich, 
for my sake, became poor." He who was 
rich : rich in the love of the everlasting 
Father, rich in the adoration of the 
heavenly hosts, rich in the glories of His 
own divinity, rich in the rolling worlds 
He had created by a word ; yet, " became 
poor," so poor, that He had not where to 
lay His head, so poor that when He asked 
for water they gave Him vinegar to drink, 
so poor, that His unpillowed head was 
girt with thorns in death : and all, "for my 
sake," " wounded for my transgressions, 
bruised for mine iniquities," " bearing my 
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sins in His own body on the tree ; " sorrow- 
ing under them, enduring all their punish- 
ment, and blotting them out for ever. 

Believer! is not this the source, the 
proper source of your joy : that Jesus 
lived, and suffered, and died for you ; that 
He paid " all that great debt " you owed to 
law and justice, and washed away the foul 
stain of your guilt, in His own most pre- 
cious blood ? 

It is, also, a source of joy to the Christian, 
that the Crucified is now the glorified; that 
He rose triumphant from the grave, and as- 
cended into glory; that he is seated at 
God's right hand, to wield the sceptre of 
the universe, and to appear as the High 
Priest and Intercessor of His people. Oh ! 
this thought has been a well-spring of joy 
to the believer. It has nerved his faith in 
many a hard fight, it has imparted sweet- 
ness to many a bitter draught. Jesus 
within the veil the changeless Friend 
the sympathizing Brother the undying, 
everliving Head, who has promised to His 
people, all-sufficient grace now, and certain, 
endless glory hereafter. 

The Christian rejoices in the thought, that 
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Christ not only " appears in the presence of 
God for us," but is ever present with His 
Church and people on earth. " I am with 
you alway, even unto the end." " I will not 
leave you comfortless, I will come to you." 
He is watching over, and gathering to Him- 
self, a chosen people chosen of God the 
gift of the Father the purchase of His 
blood ; and He is supplying all their wants, 
bestowing all needful blessings, and prepar- 
ing them for the enjoyment of His heavenly 
kingdom. 

Children of God ! do ye not rejoice in 
such thoughts as these, and will ye not 
bear witness, that, through all your trials 
and troubles, the faithfulness of your Sav- 
iour's love has been the " very joy of your 
hearts ? " You have had many crosses and 
losses, has He ever deserted you ? You 
have been in severe afflictions, and have 
seen the flowers of many a sweet hope 
wither and decay, did your Friend desert 
you then ? Others may have proved faith- 
less : all other help may have failed you, 
friendship's help, promised help, expected 
help, all, all may have been but as the 
foam upon the billow, as the footsteps in 
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the sand, but, has Christ ever failed you ? 
Could you, in the darkest and the saddest 
hour of your grief, say to Him ? " Lord, 
Thou hast promised what Thou didst not 
perform." Will you not bear witness con- 
cerning the past ? " Not one good thing 
hath failed, of all that the Lord hath prom- 
ised; all hath come to pass." 

Yes, and could we make our appeal to 
the ransomed multitude before the throne, 
and inquire " Ye glorified spirits, did 
Christ forsake you? Ye have passed 
through the foaming billows of Jordan, 
,did He leave you there? Ye have gone 
through the gloomy valley, was there no 
voice of love to cheer you then ? Ye have 
appeared at the bar of heaven, did the 
Faithful One then desert you ? " with one 
voice would the answer be given, "No ; in 
all the troubles of our life in all the bitter- 
ness of death in all the agonies of our 
expiring moments in all the dread solem- 
nity of the judgment-seat He hath been 
with us, ' a Friend that sticketh closer than 
a brother.' The gloom of death's valley 
was radiant with his smile ; its loneliness 
was cheered by His presence ; its stillness 
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was broken by His voice ; its partings, its 
sinkings, and its throes were cheered, suc- 
cored, and strengthened by His encircling 
arms ; and with an unchanging and eternal 
love, He welcomed us to the Blissful Home 
of Light and Love." 

And, if Christ is thus the source of satis- \ 
faction to His people, He .has communicated 
to them, ten thousand other sources of joy : 
all of them connected with His Cross and 
with His love. None but a Christian can 
say, " I will go unto God my exceeding joy 
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and 
song." He alone can take up the language 
of the psalmist, " I will be glad, and rejoice 
in Thee ; " but he can do so, because God 
is reconciled to him through Christ, and 
has become his God. A covenant has been 
sealed and ratified through the blood of the 
Cross ; and the attributes of God, once so 
full of terror, are become his shield, his 
stronghold, and his triumph; and he can 
think of all the glorious perfections of the 
Almighty, and then say, " I will go unto 
God, my exceeding joy." His resistless 
power, His infinite wisdom, His unchanging 
fidelity to His word, all these are sources 
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of triumph to every one who, having be- 
lieved in Christ, has become a child of God. 
So, also, he has joy, in the thought of the 
promised influence and aid of the Holy Spirit. 
Others may undervalue or make light of 
this precious doctrine ; to him it imparts 
real and abiding joy. To know and realize, 
that this Holy One is ever near, as a com- 
forter, sancttfier, and guide ; that He will 
be a strength in weakness, a light in dark- 
ness, and a stay in adversity ; that He will 
continue to purify and enlighten and sanc- 
tify the soul, until it is prepared for glory ; 
that having begun the good work He will 
not desist till He hath completed it oh \ 
this is, to every true child of God, a source 
of unmingled joy : " the kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink, but righteousness 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost" 

And then, all the blessings which flow 
from the Cross, fill the Christian's heart with 
joy. We might appeal to the experience 
of every true believer, that it is a joyful 
hour, when the load of guilt is removed 
from the conscience, when he is enabled 
by faith to receive the simple tidings of a 
full and free salvation, when Jesus is real- 
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ized as a personal, an all-sufficient Saviour. 
Yea, even although there is not firm assur- 
ance, if faith has imparted a glimmering of 
hope, if, touching the hem of the Saviour's 
garment, we know that virtue has come out 
of Him and entered into us, oh 1 is there 
not a joy we would not barter for worlds ?' 
When the jailer at Philippi, who was trem- 
bling in the prospect of destruction, received 
the blessed tidings and embraced the ex- 
hortation " Believe in the Lord Jesus- 
Christ and thou shalt be saved ; " we are 
told " he rejoiced, believing in God with all 
his house." So is it, with every pardoned 
sinner, who, standing on the verge of ruin,. 
' has been arrested by sovereign grace ; he 
is enabled to say with David, " I cried unta 
the Lord, and He heard me, and delivered 
me from all my fears. He hath put a new- 
song in my mouth, even praise unto our 
God." 

And, not only has the believer joy when 
he thinks of the danger he has escaped, 
the pardon he has received, but, when he 
reflects on the many great and precious 
things which are his by believing on Christ- 
He can now look up to God with filial con- 
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fidence and say, "Abba, Father." He can 
come with lowly boldness to the throne, 
and ask from God, any or all the blessings 
in the covenant of grace. No longer need 
he fear a frown or dread a refusal, (save of 
what would injure,) "for, being justified by 
faith, he has peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ : by whom also he has 
access by faith into that grace wherein he 
stands, and may rejoice in hope of the glory 
of God." He can feel assured, that all his 
wants shall be supplied from the fountain 
that is inexhaustible, and that "no good 
thing " will be withheld from him. He can 
trace every mercy, every blessing, to the 
hand of God, and know that God has sent 
them not in the lavish munificence of the 
universal monarch but, in all the kindness 
and tenderness of a loving Father. Oh ! 
it may well make every providential mercy 
doubly sweet, to trace it, first, to God as a 
Father, and then, to Christ who has ob- 
tained it for us; and to be assured, that as 
long as the Christian lives, he shall never 
if he humbly ask never want the sup- 
plies of grace, by which he may continue 
faithful to the end of his earthly pilgrimage; 
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and, strange, indeed, it were, if the believer 
could meditate on all these things, secured 
for him by the blood of Christ, on 
pardoning sustaining comforting and 
sanctifying yea, all-sufficient grace, and 
not rejoice in that blessed Saviour, through 
whom they are all conveyed to his soul. 

Further, this joy pervades, as it were, 
the whole of Christian life and experience. 
There is joy in faith, in hope, in love, 
in communion with the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit, with the faitli- 
. ful in heaven and earth, with the holy ones 
who have laid aside their armor, and 
with those who are still upon the battle- 
plain. It is joy to the Christian, to reach 
another eminence in piety, to ascend 
another step in his heavenward journey, 
to feel that there is within him, more and 
more of that conformity to the Divine will, 
and resemblance to the Divine image, 
which the Spirit of God will continue gra- 
ciously to impart, till he stands before the 
throne, sanctified, perfected, triumphant in 
his Lord. 

Christian ! are not all the engagements 
of your life as a believer, calculated to minis- 
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ter to your joy? Do you not feel, that 
every act of kindness brings its revenue of 
delight ? that every labor of love, engaged 
in for the Saviour's sake, yields satisfaction 
and pleasure to the soul? And so with 
regard to the duties you have to discharge 
to God. Is it not a happiness, to unburden 
your cares and anxieties at a throne of 
grace? to render your fervent tribute of 
thanksgiving and praise ? to interrupt the 
onward current of business and employment, 
by hallowing the Sabbath, and imploring a 
fresh accession of spiritual strength for the 
battle of life? Is it not an engagement 
full of holy joy, to ponder the Word of 
'God ? to dwell on some heart-cheering 
promise ? to meditate on some glorious 
truth overflowing with Divine compassion 
and the tenderest love ? Yes, it is joyful 
thus to obtain a nearer and clearer view of 
God, as our God in covenant, as pledged 
to be our surety and defence. It is true 
happiness thus to enter into communion 
with our Father in heaven ; to be able to 
say, whilst bending over the sacred page, 
""Oh! how I love Thy law! Thy statutes, 
X,ord, are right, rejoicing the heart ; I delight 
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in Thy law after the inner man ;" and, to 
anticipate that brighter and better time, 
when we shall see our Saviour face to face, 
when communion shall be no more inter- 
rupted, when those sublime truths,' which 
are now viewed, " through a glass darkly," 
will be clear to us as the noon-day, and our 
souls will reflect the pure and unspotted 
image of our Saviour God. 

Nor, is it, only, in his own progress and 
experience, that -the Christian rejoices. He 
has a pleasure and satisfaction only short 
of what he derives from being saved him- 
self, in seeing others rescued from the 
grasp of the destroyer, and brought into the 
family of God ; in hearing the anthem of 
praise rising to the Redeemer from other 
ransomed souls; in tracing the progress 
of religion in those around him ! in observ- 
ing, with what joy aged Christians are walk- 
ing in the ways of God, and anticipating the 
glory that is to be revealed ; in marking 
the young believer, " growing in grace and 
in the knowledge of Christ." These, and 
similar things, afford the greatest delight 
and satisfaction to every Christian mind, so 
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that, in the words of the apostle, he may 
" rejoice evermore." 

But it may be asked, where this joy has 
been imparted, has it no interruptions ? It 
has, and very frequently. The best Chris- 
tian has not always a joyous day. Our sins 
make sorrows needful, our want of watch- 
fulness may bring disquietude and doubt, 
and, instead of "rejoicing in the Lord," our 
hearts may be filled with despondency and 
gloom. Christian ! if you have not this joy 
" abiding " in you now, you have cause for 
alarm ; for, be assured, it is suspended, not 
from any want of love on the part of your 
Saviour, nor from any forgetfulness of you 
by the Holy Spirit, but, because you your- 
self have become less watchful, in guarding 
the citadel of the heart. Christian joy can 
only be realized, when Christ reigns there, 
alone and uninterruptedly. If the world is 
permitted to occupy a larger share of the 
affections and the heart; if plain and 
known duty is neglected ; if the means of 
grace are carelessly used ; if in all your 
efforts, your duties, and your services 
whether in the Church or in the world, you 
do not entreat the Divine blessing and the 
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Divine aid, then the Spirit of God is 
grieved. He withdraws His cheering in- 
fluence ; and it is utterly impossible to have 
the peace and joy, which flow from the in- - 
ward, abiding presence of the Saviour, 
and which is the work the entire work, 
of His Divine Spirit, the true and only 
comforter. No power in the universe can 
rob you of it ; none, save yourself, can even 
diminish it. "Your joy no 'man taketh from 
you" What the power, or love, or presence 
of man can create, the power, or hatred, 
.or absence of man can destroy. But, the joy 
of the believer has a different origin, and, as 
no man bestowed it, so no man can take it 
away. It has God for its author ; the liv- 
ing Rock of Ages for its ever-flowing foun- 
tain ; the Holy Spirit for the golden chan- 
nel, which it conveys into the heart. Thus, 
coming from the fountain of joy, it is of im- 
mortal origin, and, is far above the reach 
of mortal enemies. All the sorrows of 
earth, all the temptations of hell, are vain' 
against this joy. So far from being dimin- 
ished by what would crush earthly happi- 
ness, and reduce the stoutest heart, without 
Divine grace, to hopeless dejection, it is 

12 
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only realized more fully, amid the raging 
fury of the hurricane, or the dreary gloom 
of a starless midnight. Then the anxious 
soul flees to God ; then the promises are 
clasped to the heart ; then the fidelity of 
the Saviour's love is tested ; then the sweet 
consolations of God rush in upon the soul, 
and there rises, louder than the loud 
winds, in the dark night of grief, and trial, 
and difficulty, the believer's song, " Yet 
will I rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the 
God of my salvation." It burns within that 
breast, where every earthly hope is extin- 
guished. The night dews of affliction anc" 
disappointment may fall thickly upon it ; 
the storms of sorrow may beat heavily 
against it; -the winds of adversity may 
howl fearfully around it; but, like those 
fabled lamps of which we read, that, century 
after century, illumined the sepulchres of 
the east; burning with calm and steady 
light, amidst the desolation of all earthly 
things, unchanged and unextinguishable ; 
so does this joy this living spark struck 
off from the great source of light and life, 
outlive all deaths, all changes, until it 
accompanies the freed spirit of the believer 
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in whom it dwells, back to those abodes of 
joy from whence it came. 

Christian ! if you desire thus to " rejoice 
in the Lord," you must live near to the 
throne of grace ; you must pray for a more 
lively faith in the efficacy and power of vital 
godliness, to cheer the heart in the darkest 
and dreariest hour. Remember ! it is 
God's will, that you should be happy and 
cheerful every day, that you should find 
joy in everything around you a pure, sin- 
less, increasing joy ; and, that you should 
pass through all life's vicissitudes, rejoicing 
in the love of Christ, and in the hope of 
glory. Strive, then, to live up to your 
privileges, to rise to all the joy that is set 
before you, and, to shed on all around, the 
bright and cheering rays of true religion. 
Tell the men of the world, and, let them see 
by your example and spirit, that Christianity 
is not the gloomy thing they imagine, that 
a life of holiness is a life of real happiness : 
of happiness for time and for eternity. 
But, oh! tell them, there .is something 
gloomy ; the joy, which blazes for a mo- 
ment like a dazzling meteor, and then van- 
ishes forever^ the hopes, which are de- 
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pendent on worldly possessions and worldly 
pleasures, and, which made him who had 
experienced them all, ciy out in the anguish 
of disappointment," Vanity of vanities, all 
is vanity ; " the delights of sin, which bring 
the flush to the cheek, and kindle rapture 
in the eye, but, at the last, bite like a ser- 
pent and sting like an adder. Tell them, it 
is a gloomy thing to be drawing near to the 
grave with no hope of heaven ; to know 
that there are mansions of glory, but to 
have no title to their possession ; to stand 
before a throne of judgment, whilst mercy 
withdraws, and judgment proclaims, " It 
is too late." Oh, tell them, and you will 
remove the guilt of their blood from off 
you ; that it is a miserable choice, to pre- 
fer the world's pleasures, to the happiness 
which Christ bestows, and the glory yet to 
be revealed. 

And be it yours, to retain the possession 
of your joy, by abiding in your Saviour's 
love by living daily upon His fulness, 
resting beneath His shadow, lovingly 
obeying all His commands, submissively 
receiving all His chastenings, joyfully 
welcoming all His rebukes, unhesitatingly 
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following all His leadings, glorifying Him 
in mercy and in trial, in health and in sick- 
ness, in prosperity and adversity ; until that 
blessed hour when He will take you home, 
and you will " drink of the river of His 
pleasure," and partake of " the joys which 
are at God's right hand " for evermore. 

Heavenly Father, we draw near unto 
Thee in the name of Jesus, and we humbly 
beseech Thee to hearken to our supplica- 
tions. Oh, give us filial confidence in ap- 
proaching the mercy-seat, rejoicing in the 
mightiest of all Beings as our Father and 
Friend. 

Grant that we may have peace and joy in 
believing, that we may abound in hope 
through the power of the Holy Ghost. 
Enlighten our minds in the knowledge of 
Jesus Christ, that we may rejoice in the 
Lord alway. Strengthen our faith ; enliven 
our hope; inflame our love; increase our 
"consolation ; inspire us with all holy glad- 
ness and assurance of spirit, and seal us unto 
the day of our final redemption. 

May we delight in Thee as our chief joy, 
and be enabled truly to love Thee, heartily 
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to trust in Thee, and wholly to give up 
ourselves to Thy service. Blessed be Thy 
name, for the assurance, that in all our du- 
ties, thou wilt be our Help ; in all our diffi- 
culties, our Counsellor ; in all our trials and 
dangers, our Protector ; in all our sorrows, 
our Peace and Consolation. Whatsoever in 
Thy providence Thou sendest, make us to 
be heartily content with Thy blessed will. 
Suffer us not in prosperity to forget Thee, 
or in adversity to think ourselves forgotten 
of Thee. Teach us to acknowledge and 
adore Thee in all Thy gifts; and when 
earthly comforts fail, and streams of earthly 
happiness are dried up, may we still rest 
confidingly on the arm of our covenant God, 
and say, Yet will we rejoice in the Lord, 
and joy evermore in the God of our salva- 
tion. 

Oh ! suffer us not to grieve Thy Holy 
Spirit, but may He abide with us con- 
tinually, gladdening our hearts, and filling 
us with His blessed and holy fruits, which 
are in all goodness, and righteousness, and 
truth. May we be strengthened, according 
to His glorious power, unto all patience, and 
long-suffering with joyfulness. 
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Continue, O God, amid all the vicissi- 
tudes of life, to impart to us that inner sun- 
shine which no outward darkness or trial 
can obscure. May the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, keep our hearts 
and minds, and, when death comes, may we 
fall asleep in the glorious hope of a joyful 
resurrection. AMEN. 



O Lord, my best desire fulfil, 

And help me to resign 
Life, health, and comfort to Thy will, 

And make Thy pleasure mine. 

Why should I shrink from Thy command, 

Whose love forbids my fears, 
Or tremble at the gracious hand 

That wipes away my tears ? 

No, rather let me freely yield 

What most I prize to Thee, 
Who never hast a good withheld, 

Or wilt withhold, from me. 

Thy favor, all my journey through, 

Thou art engaged to grant; 
What else I want, or think I do, 

' Tis better still to want. . 
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But ah ! my inward spirit cries, 

Still bind me to Thy sway ; 
Else the next cloud that veils the skies, 

Drives all these thoughts away. 

WILLIAM COWPER. 



Lord of my life, whose tender care 

Hath led me on till now, 
Here lowly at the hour of prayer, 

Before Thy throne I bow ; 
I bless Thy gracious hand, and pray 
Forgiveness for another day. 

Oh ! may I daily, hourly strive 

In heavenly grace to grow ; 
To Thee and to Thy glory live, 

Dead else to all below ; 
Tread in the path my Saviour trod, 
Though thorny, yet the path to God. 

With prayer my humble praise I bring 

For mercies day by day : 
Lord, teach my heart Thy love to sing, 

Lord, teach me how to pray ! 
All that I have, I am, to Thee 
I offer through eternity. 

ANON. 
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" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

"Pray one for another." JAS. v. 16. 

ONE of the most consolatory truths of 
our holy religion is, the communion of 
saints. Scripture teaches us, that believers in 
Christ are bound together in the ties of a 
holy brotherhood, members of the same 
household of faith ; and that the Holy Spirit, 
which makes them one body, makes them 
also one with Christ Jesus, and unites them 
all together in Him. Hence arises the sacred 
duty, alas ! too seldom remembered, of 
each believer, evincing a sincere and heartfelt 
interest in the welfare of those around him, 
and of his bearing them on his spirit, and 
pleading in their behalf at a throne of grace. 
How precious, and how comforting, such 
prayers are to the children of God, we may 
learn from passages like these: "Now I 
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beseech you, brethren, for the Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, and for the love of the Spirit, 
that ye strive together with me in your pray- 
rs to God for me" " Continue in prayer, 
and watch in the same with thanksgiving ; 
withal praying for us" "Pray for us . . . . 
I beseech you the rather to do this, that I 
may be restored to you the . sooner." " In 
God we trust, that He will yet deliver us ; 
ye also helping together by prayer for us" 
"' I trust that through your prayers I shall 
be given unto you." 

And, if St. Paul thus anxiously desired, to 
be remembered at a throne of grace by 
Christ's believing people, he was equally 
earnest in offering up petitions in their behalf. 
" I make mention of you always in my pray- 
ers" " I cease not to give thanks for you, 
making mention of you in my prayers" "I 
thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers 
with pure conscience, that without ceasing 
I have remembrance of the e in my prayers 
night and day." " Wherefore also we pray 
always for you, that our God would count 
you worthy of this calling, and fulfil all 
the good pleasure of His goodness, and 
the work of faith with power." 
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Christian ! to deepen your interest in the 
members of that family to which you be- 
long, to excite your sympathy and your 
prayers in their behalf, reflect for a little on 
the glorious privileges you enjoy in com- 
mon, and on the closeness of that union, 
which subsists between all who have been 
truly admitted into Christ's Church. And, 
by Christ's Church we mean, not any par- 
ticular communion, not any visible church 
singly, but the collective body of all true 
believers, " the blessed company of all 
faithful people ; " all who, in every country 
and in every clime, have been adopted into 
God's family, been made the sons of God, 
through faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
are partakers of the Holy Ghost, who 
have the same glorious " hope of their 
calling," that "when Christ, who is their 
life, shall appear, then they also shall ap- 
pear with Him in glory." 

What, then, are some of the peculiar 
privileges what is the condition of the 
members of this Church? 

They have union ^vith God. " Our fel- 
lowship," says St. James, " is with the 
Father." Now, all communion is recipro- 
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cal. God is the Father, believers are His 
sons. He is the original source of their 
grace and happiness. He bestows on them 
the inestimable gift of Christ, and all the 
grace treasured up in Him for them ; and 
they, receiving that grace, return to Him 
the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
He imparts to them of His love. He sheds 
it abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost, 
and they love Him in return, and give Him 
the free-will offering of grateful hearts. 
They hold communion with Him by prayer 
at the throne of grace. He grants their 
petitions and the grace they need, accord- 
ing to His will. 

They have union with Christ. "Our fel- 
lowship," says St. Paul, " is with the Father, 
and with his Son, Jesus Christ." He stands 
in a similar relation to His people, as the 
head in the human body, to its several mem- 
bers. In other words, Christ and His peo- 
ple are so identified, that His merits are 
accounted theirs, and their prospects are 
bound up with His. He communicates to 
them of His divine blessing and glory, and 
they are " made the righteousness of God 
in Him." Becoming, as it were, a part of 
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Christ, forming, in the words of the apostle, 
" one body," they appear before the throne, 
as if, instead of having incurred the divine 
wrath by their apostacy, they had, with 
Christ, fulfilled all righteousness, and earned 
a title to everlasting glory. In Him, His 
people suffer unto death. In Him, they 
exhaust the cup of wrath. In Him, they 
taste the bitter pains which sin deserved. 
In him, they pay the uttermost farthing 
into the scales of justice. In Him, they en- 
dure until each attribute of God requires no 
more. 

O Christian, what an exalted privilege is 
this ! That even we who are all vileness 
by sin, if, only, we are one with Christ by 
faith, are made " the righteousness of God." 
To be reckoned righteous were much : to 
be made divine righteousness is far more. 
What words can express, what numbers 
reach the height of such an honor! Christ's 
worthiness for our unworthiness His sin- 
lessness for our sinfulness His beauty for 
our deformity His meekness for our pride 
His constancy for our backslidings His 
love for our hate. In a word, His fulness 
for our emptiness His glory for our shame 
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His perfect righteousness for our mani- 
fold unrighteousness. Yet " this honor have 
all the saints." 

And they have union with the Holy Spirit. 
" Know ye not," saith the apostle, "that ye 
are the temple of God, and that the Spirit 
of God dwelleth in you?" "Because ye 
are sons, God hath sent forth the spirit of 
his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 
Father." This communion of the soul 
with the Holy Spirit, is manifested and 
cherished on His part, by communicating 
to it holy desires, by shedding upon it 
His sanctifying influences, by giving it 
heavenly light, and knowledge, and hope, 
and peace, and all spiritual consolation. 
And, on the part of the believer, it is sus- 
tained by meditation upon the Word, by 
earnest prayer, by diligent use of all the 
appointed ordinances of God's Church, 
and by studying to " walk in all the com- 
mandments of the Lord blameless." In 
the Church of Christ, the same blessed 
Spirit pervades each separate soul, purify- 
ing it from the dross of sin, elevating it 
above the world, and tracing upon it that 
faint outline, which shall yet reflect, with 
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ever-brightening effulgence, the Redeemer's 
glory. 

Yes, it is one Spirit that fills Paul and 
Peter and John with all their ecstacy of 
bliss, with all their effulgence of holiness, 
before the eternal throne, and which now 
works good desires, good counsels, just 
works, in the feeblest of the saints and of 
the children of God, here below. It is a 
spark of the same heavenly fire, which 
there beams forth in all its unclouded 
splendor, which there exerts its gracious 
and illuminating power, and begins "the 
day-spring from on high," which shall shine 
on " brighter and brighter to the perfect 
day," and then progress in everlasting efful- 
gence. The saint on earth and the saint in 
heaven, are alike in union with, and are 
moved by, the Spirit of God. And, oh, 
how precious and comforting is that com- 
munion which subsists between the spirit 
of the believer and the Spirit of the living 
God! 

Christian ! you are no stranger to this 

sweet intercourse. Often, you have knelt 

at the throne of grace, wearied with care 

and toil, oppressed in heart, as with a 
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crushing burden ; and you have risen from 
your knees, with the burden gone, re- 
freshed in spirit, revived and comforted in 
heart. Or, you have taken up the sacred 
volume, to learn more of the will of God, 
and as you read page after page full of 
words of grace and promises of love, you 
were enabled to discover and realize .your 
own personal interest in the things spoken 
of. " That promise speaks to me." " That 
Saviour is my Saviour." " This God is my 
God for ever and ever." " He is mine and 
I am His;" and your heart burned within 
you, with ardent love. Oh ! it is thus, in 
close, endearing communion with the 
Holy Spirit, that we " grow in grace and in 
the knowledge of Christ ; " that we attain 
more and more of "the mind that was in 
Christ Jesus ; " and that, " beholding as in a 
glass the glory of the Lord, we are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord." It is 
thus that we obtain glimpses of our eternal 
home ;- that we see our title to that glori- 
ous inheritance, where communion will 
never more be interrupted, but where, 
with an holy brotherhood, we shall, through 
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endless ages, unite in celebrating the praises 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghost Let us, 
then, seek more and more to abide in close 
and intimate communion with the blessed 
Spirit. It is one of the most precious privi- 
leges one of the choicest blessings we can 
enjoy on earth ; it is a cluster of grapes 
from Eshcol it is a draught from the river 
of the water of life it is a flower from the 
amaranthine garden of bliss it is a ray 
from the celestial throne it blends time 
with eternity it mingles earth with heaven 
it is a glory begun below it is an oasis 
in the dreary wilderness, where the soul 
is invigorated, gladdened, and refreshed. 

Believers have union with the whole body 
of the faithful. Union with the head, of 
necessity, ensures union with all the mem- 
bers. The Church of Christ is dispersed 
throughout the world : it is separated by 
difference of language of rank of age of 
circumstance; but, being partakers of one 
Spirit and one faith, they are of one heart 
and one mind in the gospel. They are of 
one heart and one mind with respect to 
the real object of faith, Christ Jesus, and 
they unite consequently in one pursuit, 
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namely, the glor)' of God. There may be 
much variety of outward form and expres- 
sion. The minds of men are various, their 
modes and habits of thought their original 
capacities and acquired associations, infin- 
itely diverse ; but we do not speak of the 
lifeless unity of form. It is of that unity 
which consists in submission to one single 
influence and spirit the living Spirit of 
God, which animates each soul, and ce- 
ments all together, by the sacred and eternal 
bond of love. And this is the privilege of 
believers. There is an intimacy of union, 
there is a closeness of endearment, in the 
family of Christ, which has no parallel in 
the world. For, however it may seem to 
the unbelieving and the sceptical, a mere 
fday-dream and fancy, however, sometimes 
to the Christian's own heart, saddened and 
sickened by division, and discord, and 
rivalry, and strife, and envying, it seems too 
much like a shadow, rather than a blessed 
reality, " yet, nevertheless, the foundation 
of God standeth sure," and His true people 
" have the same love one to another." They 
are taught of God to love one another ; and, 
meet where they will, whether beneath the 
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hallowed roof of their early home, or amid 
the wilds of a foreign lan.d, they feel bound 
by indissoluble ties ; they are " all one in 
Christ Jesus," they are all zealous for 
God's glory, and the advancement of the 
Saviour's kingdom, and, in proportion to 
their faith, and progress in holiness, they 
are animated with the desire for conformity 
to Christ, and the steadfast purpose to " lay 
aside every weight," and to " press forward 
to the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Christ Jesus." 

Such, then, is the communion of saints 
with the Father, and Son, and Holy Spirit, 
and also with each other. Surely, then, the 
apostle's exhortation is most fit and right, 
that we should cherish a warm and affec- 
tionate interest in our brethren in Christ 
Jesus, that we should desire their pros- 
perity, and seek to promote their well-being. 
As mariners in the same vessel have a pe- 
culiar claim on each other, from being 
shipmates, or, as soldiers who have 
mounted together the same deadly breach, 
have a peculiar claim on each other, from 
having shared a common danger; so 
Christians have a peculiar claim on each 
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other, in virtue of their common relation to 
Christ and the Church, and because one 
great object is before them, the honor and 
glory of the Triune God. 

Alas ! that differences should ever be 
permitted to divide or alienate those who 
are so closely united who share in com- 
mon such exalted privileges and blessings. 
Yet, it is no easy task to free the mind from 
all sectarian bitterness, to keep the heart 
clear of religious bigotry, to combine zeal 
for our own communion, with love to the 
whole Church Catholic, " the household of 
faith." Still, it is the duty set before us as 
disciples of Christ ; and His royal law is not 
to be set at nought, because it is hard of 
performance. A time is coming, when the 
divisions of Ephraim shall cease, when the 
rent robe of the Redeemer shall again be 
seamless, and of one entire piece through- 
out. Why should not that promised time 
be antedated even now ? Why should not 
churches of various names, but of " one 
body and one spirit," move, like yon glor- 
ious planets on high, each in its own orbit, 
yet all in harmony, around the Sun of 
righteousness ? Why should they not, like 
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the tribes of Israel, each bearing its own 
standard, but all collecting round the ark, 
move onward, standing together under the 
cooling shadow of the cloudy pillar, and, 
reflecting together the brilliant splendors 
of the fiery symbol, that led the consecrated 
host through the wilderness ? 

Christian ! be it yours to seek the peace 
and prosperity of the whole spiritual Zion ; 
and, this you will do most effectually by 
earnest prayer, and the cultivation of per- 
sonal religion. The olive branch can never 
flourish, but in the rich soil of personal 
piety. Let that soil be impaired, and the 
bitter aloe of contention the thorn, the 
bramble, and the brier of angry controversy, 
will flourish luxuriantly. Man departs from 
his brother by departing from God, and he 
comes closer to his brother by coming closer 
to his God. Oh ! if the disciples of Jesus 
were to pray " one for another " in the true 
spirit of the Saviour's universal love, where 
would divisions, envy, hatred, pride, and sel- 
fishness find a place ? Instead of that cold, 
evanescent thing which men call charity, 
we would have Christian charity, all-for- 
giving, brotherly affection, mutual prayers 
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and labors of love, uniting the hearts and the 
hands of men, so that, once more, it might 
be said regarding them, "Behold, how 
they love one another!" 

In the Church of Christ there is not one, 
however humble his position, however 
limited his sphere of influence, who may 
not be helpful to some fellow-traveller 
Zionward, who may not be the honored 
instrument, of drawing down the divine 
blessing, on some weary, toil-worn pilgrim 
on some bereaved and stricken heart. 
Look around you, Christian, and, if you are 
truly one who has realized the preciousness 
of union with the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit and, thereby, of union 
with the faithful in Christ Jesus everywhere, 
you will soon discover many, for whom 
it is your duty and your privilege to pray. 
You will pray for the members of your own 
family, that the love of God may be more 
abundantly shed abroad in their hearts, 
that they may follow the example of their 
Saviour Christ, and be made like unto him, 
that they may be refreshed with the dew 
of His blessing, and may walk in love, as 
Christ also hath loved them. You will pray 
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for your relatives and friends, that they 
may be kept steadfast in the faith, and 
zealous in the cause of their God, that the 
blessed Spirit may, in all things, direct and 
rule their hearts, and that their path may 
be as the shining light, which shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day. You will 
pray for those of your acquaintance who are 
anywise afflicted or distressed in mind, body, 
or estate, that it may please God to com- 
fort and relieve them according to their 
several necessities giving them patience 
under their sufferings, and a happy issue 
out of all their afflictions. You will pray 
for your ministers, that it may please God 
to endue them with heavenly gifts, that 
they may be wise to win souls, and may 
themselves shine as the brightness of the 
firmament and as the stars, for ever and 
ever. You will pray for the prosperity of 
Zion and the peace of Jerusalem, that it 
may please God so to guide and govern it 
by His good Spirit, that all who profess and 
call themselves Christians, may be led into 
the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity 
of Spirit, in the bond of peace, and in 
righteousness of life. The sorrow, the 
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affliction, the distress, the anxiety , the 
misfortune of others, all will be made sub- 
jects of prayer by you ; and you will en- 
treat the Lord so to sanctify His dealings 
with them, that they may learn the lessons 
He designs to teach, and, that the disci- 
pline they are called to undergo may con- 
duce towards their advancement in holiness, 
and growth in grace. 

Even thus, by " praying one for another," 
Christians may greatly help one another. 
The master may be vastly helped by the 
godly servant, and the servant may be, in 
turn, aided by the godly master. The 
prayers of the one for the other, may draw 
down the divine blessing, and, that peace, 
and harmony, and mutual confidence, which 
prevail in the family and the place of business, 
may result, from the earnest, importunate, 
and persevering prayers of the one for the 
other. So the parent may be greatly helped 
by his praying child, and the child be 
strengthened and encouraged by a praying 
parent. The one, may find his cares re- 
moved, his duties rendered more easy, 
his anxieties fewer, and the other, may be 
led safely on in honor, truth, and rectitude, 
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and held up in the slippery paths of life : 
whilst the secret of all this may be, the mu- 
tual prayers of parent and child. So the 
minister may be vastly helped by his pray- 
ing people, and the people be helped by the 
praying minister. They, apparently, have 
nothing to do with preaching the Gospel ; 
but, it may be in answer to their prayers, that 
the Gospel is faithfully and successfully 
preached in a neighborhood. It is thus in 
the power of the poorest in a congregation, to 
aid his pastor in his every preparation for 
the pulpit, to strengthen him for every pas- 
toral visit, and to uphold him in every effort 
for the spread of Christian knowledge. 
Silently, yet effectually, he may be acting 
through every sermon, and through every 
labor of his minister. The clergyman, on 
the other hand, by his prayers, may be 
supporting the humble worshipper in all the 
duties of his daily life, and may have much 
to do with those upright and straightforward 
habits, and that conscientious, painstaking 
industry of the hearer, which are winning 
the approval and the confidence of his em- 
ployer. And thus, every relation of life 
every station in society, may be sanctified 
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and blessed, through the instrumentality of 
earnest, believing prayer. 

Christian ! you may be powerless, by 
your own efforts, to relieve your friend out 
of his present difficulty or distress. Pray 
for him, in the name of Jesus, and a mightier 
arm than yours will be outstretched in 
his behalf. You may find your words of 
consolation all too weak to stem the tide 
of sorrow, or to calm. the tempest of severe 
and unexpected calamity. Pray for the an- 
guished, stricken one, and the Heavenly 
Comforter will descend, the soothing 
" peace, be still," will be uttered, and, from 
the depths of that troubled heart, will arise 
the tribute of gratitude and praise. You 
may have found counsel, warning, and ad- 
vice, all unavailing to arrest the wayward 
child, to bring back to honor and virtue, 
the wandering prodigal. Oh ! pray for 
him, to that loving Saviour who came to 
seek and save the lost, pray till your suit 
is granted ; pray, till, with repentant step, 
the loved one return to his Father and his 
God. You may have dear and cherished 
friends in a foreign land exposed to many 
perils beset with countless temptations 
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and, ofttimes, your heart trembles with anxi- 
ety and fear, lest they should go astray, 
and forget their duty to their Saviour and 
their God. Pray for them fervently, even 
as you love them, and that eye which never 
slumbers nor sleeps, will watch over them, 
and that grace and strength they need so 
much, will be made sufficient for them. 
You may have met with coldness and in- 
gratitude, where you expected affection and 
regard. You may have suffered from cal- 
umny, misrepresentation, and envy. You 
may have been injured and wronged. Pray 
for the spirit of forgiveness, pray that the 
hearts of your enemies may be softened, 
that they may be led to see and acknowledge 
their wrong-doing, and that your own 
heart may be kept free from anger, malice, 
or hatred. Thus praying in sincerity, you 
will not only realize a peace and calmness 
stealing over your own spirit, but they who 
have been your foes, may be turned into 
friends, they who have striven to do you 
wrong may be led to do you justice, and 
without reservation or hesitancy, you. may 
be able to utter the petition, so frequently 
uttered rashly and insincerely, " Forgive us 
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our trespasses as we forgive them that 
trespass against us." 

Reader ! faint not, neither be discouraged, 
if your prayers be not immediately an- 
swered. Rest assured, God has wise rea- 
sons for the delay. Parents ! pray on, and, 
when you are lying in the churchyard, the 
blessing you longed for, may become the 
portion of your children. Friends ! pray 
for those whom you love, and, when your 
voices are for ever silent, and your prayers 
here are exchanged for praises in the upper 
sanctuary, another and yet another, may, 
in answer to your petitions, be brought 
within the Saviour's fold. Christians ! pray 
for your ministers, and, long after you have 
passed away from earth, these servants of 
God may, through the earnest supplications 
you made unto God in their behalf, be 
nerved with tenfold courage for the 
battle against evil, and may have multitudes 
of souls given unto them, as their joy and 
crown of rejoicing. Ministers ! pray for 
your people, and, although, for many years, 
you may go in heaviness of spirit, seeing 
no fruit of your labors, the time is coming, 
when your prayers will be crowned with 
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blessing, and your efforts shall not prove 
in vain in the Lord. 

Oh! then "be instant in prayer," and 
leave the issue with God. " Pray one for 
another," that you may receive all needful 
grace in your progress heavenward work- 
ing grace for a working hour striving 
grace for a striving hour suffering grace 
for a suffering hour dying grace for a 
dying hour ; grace for sunshine and for 
storm, grace for prosperity and for adver- 
sity, grace for the family, the closet, the 
sanctuary, and the place of daily toil, 
grace for health, for sickness, and for 
pain, grace for manhood and for age. 
With glory in prospect, and the hope of 
heaven animating your spirit, be this your 
feeling with regard to your brethren in 
Christ : 



" One brotherhood we dwell in Him, 

One Church above, beneath, 
Though now divided by the stream, 

The narrow stream of death. 
One army of the living God, 

To His commands we bow, 
Part of the host have cross'd the flood, 

And part are crossing now." 
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O Lord our God, who dwellest on high, 
and art worshipped by unnumbered hosts 
of glorious spirits, that cease not to render 
to Thee pure and perfect homage, look down 
on us, Thy fallen and sinful creatures, from 
heaven the habitation of Thy holiness, and 
hearken to the voice of our prayers. 

We bless Thee, O God, for the high and 
holy privilege of communion with Thee, and 
with Thy well-beloved Son, and with the 
Holy Ghost the Comforter. Oh ! do Thou 
give us the spirit of adoption, that looking 
up to Thee as our Father, we may at all 
times, place our confidence in Thee, and in 
Jesus Christ our Saviour and High Priest. 
Let Thy Spirit witness with our spirits that 
we are the children of God ; and through 
His indwelling in our hearts, may we be 
sanctified wholly, fitted for Thy service, and 
prepared for inheriting Thy glorious king- 
dom. 

We beseech Thee, O God, to bestow upon 
us Thy heavenly grace, whereby we may 
increase and abound in love toward our 
brethren in Christ Jesus, and toward all 
men. Give us to realize more and more 
that we are members of the same family, 
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partakers of the same promises and bless- 
ings, and heirs of the same glorious inheri- 
tance. Make us to be kindly affectioned to 
our brethren, ready to bear with their errors 
and infirmities, and to do them good as we 
have opportunity. 

Teach us, in imitation of Thy beneficence, 
to be generous and compassionate towards 
our fellow-men, to bless them that curse us, 
to do good to them that hate us, to walk in 
love as Thou hast loved us, and from the 
heart to forgive one another, even as thou, 
for Christ's sake, forgivest us. 

God of all grace, we beseech Thee to 
pour Thy Holy Spirit upon all flesh, that 
the wilderness may become a fruitful field, 
and that the whole earth may be filled with 
Thy glory. Unite all Christians in Christ 
their only Head, correct all their errors, 
heal all their divisions, and dispose them 
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. 

Bless all in sorrow, and sanctify their 
trials. Strengthen all who suffer, and give 
to them Thy Spirit of comfort. Provide for 
the poor : protect the helpless : heal the 
sick : support and prepare the dying. 
14 
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Graciously hear us, O God, and accept of 
us through Jesus Christ our only Mediator. 

AMEN. 



Bless'd be the tie that binds 
Our hearts in Christian love : 

The fellowship of kindred minds. 
Is like to that above. 



Before our Father's throne 
We pour united prayers ; 
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 
1 Our comforts and our cares. 



We share each other's woes, 

Our mutual burdens bear, 
And often for each other flows 

The sympathizing tear. 

When we at death must part, 
How keen, how deep the pain ! 

But we shall still be join'd in heart 
And hope to meet again. 

From sorrow, sin, and pain, 

We all shall then be free; 
And perfect love and friendship reign 
Through all eternity. 
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They who seek the throne of grace 
Find that throne in every place. 
Let us live a life of prayer, 
God is present everywhere. 

In our sickness, in our health, 
In our want, and in our wealth, 
Let us look to God in prayer, 
God is present everywhere. 

When our enemies prevail, 
And our heart and spirit fail, 
'Tis the time for earnest prayer, 
God is present everywhere. 

Then, my soul, in every strait, 
To Thy Father go, and wail : 
He will answer every prayer, 
God is present everywhere. 



PERSEVERING PRAYER. 



PERSEVERING PRAYER. 

" Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

" Be careful for nothing ; but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests 
be made known unto God. 

"And the peace of God, which passeth all understand- 
ing, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus." PHILIPPIANS iv. 6, 7. 

'HT^HERE are some of the injunctions of 
_L the Word of God regarding prayer, 
which the ungodly and prayerless turn into 
ridicule, because they know not, neither can 
they understand, the " things of the Spirit 
of God." Attaching to the words of Script- 
ure a meaning which they do not bear, they 
endeavor to weaken the faith of the Chris- 
tian, or to fill his mind with doubt and 
anxiety, by the false insinuation, that an 
impossible duty has been assigned, that 
God demands more than man is able to per- 
form. They point to such passages as 
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these " Pray without ceasing " " Con- 
tinue instant in prayer " " Praying always 
with all prayer and supplication in the 
Spirit " " In everything by prayer and sup- 
plication, with thanksgiving, let your re- 
quests be made known unto God." 

Now it would be impossible to comply 
with such injunctions, if they meant the 
ceaseless utterance of words, the constant 
and idle expression of wishes and desires : 
if the Christian were required, amid the 
duties and the business of life, to be con- 
tinually sending up petitions to God, to 
be ever occupied in kneeling at the throne 
of grace and making known his requests 
unto God. But, God demands no impos- 
sibilities of His children, and therefore such 
injunctions must have a different meaning. 
And the true, scripttwal meaning, will not 
long be difficult or doubtful, to those who 
have, in any measure, realized the value, 
the blessedness, and the privilege of prayer. 

The exhortation, then, of the apostle, to 
the Philippian Church, means, first, that 
prayer should be the pervading spirit of the 
Christian life, that it should be, as leaven, 
fermenting the whole substance of our 
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moral being, a sentinel, continually keep- 
ing watch over our unguarded movements 
a sanctified enclosure, fencing us round 
by the protection and presence of God. 
Like those bright and glorious orbs which 
revolve in the firmament above us, no 
sounds may, be uttered, but the language 
of the heart unceasingly ascends to the 
Father of spirits, and enters into the ears of 
the Lord God of Sabaoth. There may be 
no form no utterance of language: it may 
be a tear a sigh a wish a hope a de- 
sire a groan, but the whole Christian 
life is pervaded by the spirit of prayer. 

" Prayer is the soul's sincere desire, 

Utter'd, or unexpress'd 
The kindling of a hidden fire 
That trembles in the breast." 

The formation of plans the carrying on 
of daily duty the going forth to encounter 
any difficulty or trial the bearing up under 
reproach, injury, or wrong, are all thought 
of, in subjection to the will of God, in 
prayer. The Christian man will not abso- 
lutely say, " I will do," " I will not do," 
until he has thus committed the matter, in 
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prayer, to God. It fills his heart as he 
opens his eyes to another day, and, a silent 
prayer is breathed, that its dangers may not 
injure his soul, that its good may be 
received with thankfulness, and its evils 
may be averted or shunned. It enters into 
all his hopes and desires, so that they are 
always, " If the Lord will." When an evil 
thought rushes into the Christian's heart, it 
finds that the spirit of prayer is there to 
meet it ; when a subtle temptation creeps 
stealthily through the soul, if it has been 
thus exercised, there is comparatively but 
little upon which it can lay hold, and it 
retires without having drawn him into sin. 
It is thus that he realizes prayer as a per- 
petual safeguard against the attacks of the 
adversary ; and, living under its sacred in- 
fluence, he has the blessed consciousness of 
living near to God. God dwells in him, 
and he in God the Divine image is re- 
flected upon his soul, for " God is light, and 
he that dwelleth in light, dwelleth in God 
and God in him." 

Under all circumstances and in all con- 
ditions, this spirit of silent, yet earnest, 
believing prayer, may have its power upon 
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the heart. Its home is the Christian's 
bosom, -its hallowed influence pervades 
the Christian's life, it brings down the 
happiness and peace of heaven itself into 
the Christian's soul, so far as these can be 
enjoyed in this imperfect state of being; 
and, it is, in truth, the most elevating, com- 
forting, and transforming, of all the duties, 
in which the Christian can engage on earth. 
It brings him nearest to his God, and his 
God to him. There are no circumstances 
in which it can be crushed, no peculiarities 
of place in which it may not be indulged. 
In the time of adversity, when earthly 
blessings are removed, this spirit sustains 
the soul, by leading it to " cast all its care 
on God who careth for it." In the hour of 
bereavement when the home is desolated 
and the heart is wrung, this spirit calls 
Jesus to look upon the desolated home and 
the torn heart, and reminds Him, that when 
on earth, He once shed a tear over a scene 
like this; and, there is no thought of a 
removal of the sorrow, except by the spirit 
of prayer, which can alone cope with the 
sad, desolating power of grief. Thus the 
Christian realizes, that, at all times, he has 
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comfort and - help at hand, that his com- 
munion is with an ever-present and all- 
sufficient God, that he may keep up an 
intercourse with heaven, to which the most 
rapid communication and the closest con- 
verse of earth, supply not the equivalent. 
He realizes, too, that no calamity is too 
great no event too trivial to be carried 
to the throne of grace, and laid before the 
Lord ; that he may detail his every sorrow 
in the ear of Divine sympathy, that he 
may repair with every difficulty, to Divine 
wisdom, and seek the supply of every 
want, out of the Divine resources, and 
this, not once, or for a short period at stated 
times, but at any moment at every time 
of need. Whatever be the day of distress, 
it is a day for prayer. Whatever be the 
time of calamity, it is a time when prayer is 
available. Joy is a fitting season for prayer, 
and sorrow a fitting season too ; the times 
of poverty and wealth of sickness and of 
health may all be leavened with the spirit 
of habitual prayer. The crosses which mar 
the Christian's peace the vexations which 
oppress his spirit the clouds of earthly- 
disappointment which sometimes flit be- 
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tween him and the Throne of God are all 
fitting themes for prayer. As there is no 
danger which is above .the power of God, so 
there is no interest which is beneath His 
care. Therefore, the believer learns " to 
pray always," or, as the apostle tells us, " in 
everything by prayer and supplication, let 
your requests be made known unto God." 
The gate of access is ever open, and the 
winged prayer will, in an instant, bring the 
Saviour near, bring Him in all the inten- 
sity of His love in all the fulness of His 
grace in all the abundance of His strength 
and in all the sweetness of His sympathy, 
and assurance of His death-destroying 
might, into the faint and failing heart. " The 
sorrows of death," saith David, " compassed 
me, and the pains of hell took hold upon 
me: I found trouble and sorrow. Then 
called I upon the name of the Lord : O 
Lord, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 
Gracious is the, Lord and righteous ; yea, 
our God is merciful. I was brought low,' 
and he helped me. Return unto thy rest, 
O my soul ; for the Lord hath dealt bounti- 
fully with thee." 

But, while the Christian may thus, in 
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everything, hold sweet, unbroken commun- 
ion with heaven and, through all the du- 
ties and trials of daily life, may cherish and 
retain the spirit of prayer, he will have his 
times sacred to God and to the soul to 
meditation and prayer, times which only 
sickness or imperative necessity will ever 
permit him to invade or to interrupt, times 
when the world and the things of the world 
are forgotten, and the soul draws fresh 
nourishment, and strength, and hope, from 
pouring out its desires and longings, its 
supplications and entreaties, at the throne 
of grace, and, anew, asking help against 
coming toils and trials, from its gracious 
and compassionate Heavenly Father. 

How often these seasons should be, or 
how long they should be, we have no ex- 
press commandment of God. He would 
trust to our love and gratitude to our 
sense of the greatness of the privilege to 
our consciousness of need to our remem- 
brance of past joy experienced, in holding 
communion with the Father of our spirits 
and the Redeemer of our souls. And oh ! 
if we have known the blessedness of com- 
munion with God, if we have realized 
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the peace the comfort the joy of be- 
lieving prayer, no rule is required. We 
will count it no hard duty which we must 
do : we will not ask, Can we live without 
it? but we will regard it as the noblest 
exercise of the soul the most exalted privi- 
lege and the purest pleasure on earth to 
pour out our heart before our Father, and 
to send up holy desires to the Throne of 
Grace. No true Christian who has set 
his affections on things above who has 
taken up his cross to follow Jesus and who 
is striving to walk even as He also walked 
will live without closet, and family, and 
social prayer. He will seek retirement and 
seclusion, where he may " alone with God " 
unburden his spirit, where he may make 
confessions, reveal anxieties, and present 
petitions which he could not to any human 
ear. And he will repair to the family altar, 
that, with his children and dependents, he 
may thank God for family mercies, acknowl- 
edge family sins, and entreat the Lord to 
continue family blessings, to impart Di- 
vine grace, guidance, and strength, amid 
family trials, difficulties, and labors. And, 
knowing that he is but one of the unnum- 
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bered family of God scattered throughout 
the world, that there are many beyond his 
own family circle, who stand in need of his 
sympathy and his prayers, or, with whom 
he ought to unite in the worship and ser- 
vice of God, he will take part in social 
prayer, and unite with his brethren in 
Christ Jesus, either in the assembly where 
only " two or three are met together in the 
name of God," or in the sanctuary, where, 
with the congregation of God's people, he 
may wait upon the Lord in the appointed 
ordinances of His Church, and hallow the 
Sabbath, in obedience to the Divine com- 
mand. 

But, the exhortation of the apostle goes 
even further than this, and implies that, 
in every condition and circumstance of life, 
Divine guidance, and help, and counsel, 
should be sought in prayer. There are 
many, who flee to a Throne of Grace in 
times of extremity, but who are strangers 
to it when all is calm and tranquil, who 
never imagine that the help of God is 
needed quite as much in prosperity as in ad- 
versity in health as in sickness. " When 
trouble is upon them," saith Scripture, " they 
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will pour o.ut their souls unto God." " In 
their affliction they will seek me, saith the 
Lord." Yes, they know they cannot, in 
such trying circumstances, bear up without 
the help of Heaven, they feel the utter in- 
sufficiency of human resources, and the 
weakness of human trust and they cry 
unto the Lord for help. They pray in the 
tempest, but are silent in the calm, they 
implore deliverance from the sick-bed, ' but 
not the fear and love of God to keep and 
guide them in the day of health, they 
make their complaint under the pressure 
of calamity, or the burden of distress, but 
they ask not for a thankful spirit in the 
midst of their plenty and prosperity. 

The true Christian, however, realizing 
his own feebleness and his entire depend- 
ence on the grace and help of God " in 
everything makes known his requests unto 
God" not merely in times of tribulation, 
when the storm has driven him to seek 
for shelter not merely in days of sickness 
and trouble when he stands as it were on 
the brink of death's dark flood, but when 
everything is bright and prosperous, and 
when health and vigor animate his frame. 
15 
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If in sickness, he prays for patience in 
health, he prays for a thankful spirit. If 
in adversity, he prays that God may not 
forget him in prosperity, he prays that he 
may not forget God. He makes known 
his requests, not merely for spiritual, but 
for temporal blessings, knowing that his 
temporal and spiritual lot are inseparable, 
and that, in the arrangements of both, he 
cannot and ought not to rely on his own 
judgment and discretion, but on the gra- 
cious promise of God, " In all thy ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy 
paths." He is conscious, that he can take 
no step engage in no enterprise, which 
may not, for good or evil, have an effect 
upon his everlasting happiness ; and, there- 
fore, he prays that he may be guided in 
the right way that the step he is about to 
take, may be such as God will approve 
that every movement of his, may be attend- 
ed with the Divine blessing, that, in what- 
ever duty he is engaged in whatever so- 
ciety he mingles, God's presence may ac- 
company him, and that, throughout all, he 
may be enabled to " walk worthy of the vo- 
cation wherewith he has been called." 
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Christian ! be assured, this is the only 
way in which to tread safely and securely 
the path of life ; in everything you under- 
take in everything you purpose to follow 
out whether in your family or in the 
world, to make known your requests unto 
God, and to ask His blessing His guid- 
ance and support. He has graciously per- 
mitted you to lay everything (be it great 
or small important or trivial, in human 
view) before Him in prayer, and He has 
promised to direct and guide you. " Trust 
in the Lord, and do good: so shalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be 
fed. Delight thyself also in the Lord, and 
He shall give thee the desires of thine 
heart. , Commit thy way unto the Lord, 
trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to 
pass." Oh! from how many false and sin- 
ful steps might we be preserved, if before 
venturing upon them we had all formed the 
habit of praying ! " May the angel of God's 
presence go with me where I go, and be 
with me where I am." What confidence 
would it impart in the midst of doubt and 
embarrassment, if every duty every project 
every undertaking, were preceded by 
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humble and earnest prayer for Divine guid- 
ance and direction ! if the Christian, when 
surrounded by difficulties, and beset on 
every hand by obstacles which seemed to 
indicate that the step he had taken was a 
false one- if he could say, " I took this step 
under Divine direction, I embarked in 
this enterprise, after I had sought counsel 
of the Lord. Difficulties may have arisen, 
obstacles which I did not anticipate may 
be lying in the way, the waters may seem 
to be troubled and the vessel appear to 
labor, but I set out under the best pilotage. 
Every sail was filled with the breath of 
prayer, and I will therefore calmly entrust 
my all to Him who said, 'I am with you 
alway, even unto the end.' " 

Reader! the assurance of the inspired 
apostle is, that if " in everything " you thus 
" make known your requests unto God," 
then, " the peace of God, which passeth ail 
understanding, shall keep your heart and 
mind through Christ Jesus." The peace of 
God! a peace which the heaviest storms 
shall not disperse, nor the wildest tempest 
terrify, a peace, which will remain unbro- 
ken when earthly props are removed, and 
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earthly stays are taken from you, a peace, 
which will enable you, amid the wreck of 
fondest hopes, and the ruin of the most 
cherished plans, still to repose on the bosom 
of infinite love, and to say, " Here I find 
rest here no troubles can reach me here 
I still enjoy the peace which passeth all un- 
derstanding." We do not say this is al- 
ways the experience of the believer; but, 
that it is not so, is owing to the weakness 
of his faith, and not the want of willingness 
on the part of God to impart the blessing 
of peace ; is owing, it may be, to the fact, 
that he has not " in everything made known 
his requests unto God." He has kept back 
something which still disquiets and alarms, 
something which he is afraid or unwill- 
ing to reveal at the Throne of Grace." 

For, observe it must be " in everything" 
that the heart must be laid bare before God ; 
" in everything," that the matter must be 
committed to His care. You are not to ask 
His counsel and then follow your own, 
you are not to " cast your care upon God," 
and then in distrust of His providential 
goodness, to take back the burden upon 
yourself; but, when you have unburdened 
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your soul of a request, you are to leave all 
in the Lord's hands,^when you have made 
known your desire, you are to leave the 
mercy-seat, like Hannah, "with a counte- 
nance no more sad." The warm sunshine 
of promise, should dry up every tear and 
dissipate every cloud of unbelief, for, 
" whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, shall 
want no manner of thing that is good." 
Not, that you are to cease from effort after 
prayer, or relax your diligence in the 
Christian race. If you leave God to do all, 
God will leave you to do all. He will re- 
fuse to grant your request, till He discover, 
that, along with prayer, there is diligence 
that you are really desirous to "stir up the 
gift of God which is in you/' You must, 
then, both in regard to temporal and spiritual 
matters, combine the two duties : you must 
labor and pray you must fight and pray 
you must watch and pray resist and pray. 
You are to strive, as if all depended upon 
yourself, and yet, knowing that the blessing 
can come only from God that He only can 
give you success, that He only can ensure a 
successful issue. 

" Pray then with all prayer and supplica- 
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tion," and " watch thereunto with all perse- 
verance." Trust God at all times, and pray 
that you may have the fulfilment of the 
assurance, " My presence shall go with 
thee." That will lighten the darkest hour 
and assuage the acutest suffering, that will 
throw a gleam of sunshine over the gloom- 
iest, and add a lustre to the brightest scenes 
of life. With God by your side, what have 
you to fear? He will guide you over every 
difficulty, and protect you in every danger. 
You will learn, day by day, more of your 
Father's care in protecting your Father's 
goodness in assisting your Father's au- 
thority in correcting, and your Father's love 
in chastening. In joy and in sorrow,- in 
health and in sickness, in prosperity and 
in adversity, you will realize the meaning of 
that sweet promise " Keep as the apple of 
His eye." 

Whilst in the world, there will be vicissi- 
tudes in your experience ; but, the care of 
your heavenly Father will provide for all. 
You may be " led about " from gardens of 
Eden, smiling with the flowers of hope and 
the tree of life, to dreary deserts and un- 
ploughed seas of sand from Nebo's skyey 
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heights with the beauteous scenery of Ca- 
naan in view, to the vale of Baca and its 
well of tears from the river "whose 
streams make glad the city of our God," 
to the sterile shores of the Dead Sea Lake 
from the beams of mid-day brightness, to 
the solemn gloom of midnight from the 
merry hearth and home of loving friends 
and cherished sympathies, to the cold 
churchyard and broken hearts. Yet, fear 
not: All is the work of your Father's 
hand. He will not leave nor forsake you, 
and His " peace which passeth all under- 
standing, will still keep your heart and mind 
in Christ Jesus." And, the time is near at 
hand, when He will fulfil all your desires, 
and more than answer all your prayers, 
when you will enjoy the peace and the rest of 
heaven itself; no more to be disturbed or 
broken by earthly disappointments, cares, 
and troubles, when the shining of your 
sun will be unclouded, when, with a grate- 
ful heart, filled with the recollection of all 
that God has done for you of your Sa- 
viour's unchanging, faithful, and undying 
love you will strike your golden lyre and 
sing in sweeter tones than ever fell on 
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mortal ears : " Unto Him that hath loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in His own 
blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and His Father, to Him be 
glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen." 

i 

Most merciful God and Father, who hast 
taught us to be careful for nothing, but in 
everything, by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, to make our requests known 
unto Thee; we cast ourselves on Thy 
care, arid humbly ask of Thee those things 
which are necessary, as well for the body 
as the soul. 

Grant us, we beseech Thee, such a com- 
petent portion of earthly blessings, as Thy 
wisdom seeth to be suitable and expedient 
for us. And whatsoever Thou art pleased 
to send, make us to be heartily content with 
Thy blessed will. Teach us to acknowledge 
and adore Thee in all Thy gifts, and when 
earthly comforts fail, to joy evermore in the 
God of our salvation. 

Above all, O God, grant that our. spiritual 
wants may be more and more abundantly 
supplied, through the fulness of the bless- 
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ings of Thy Gospel ; to the end that, grow- 
ing in knowledge and in grace, our souls 
may be strengthened and nourished, unto 
life eternal. May it please Thee in all our 
undertakings to encourage us with Thy favor, 
to further us with Thy help, and to grant 
us such success as seemeth good to Thee, 
who orderest all things well and wisely for 
us. 

Oh, take .us henceforth under Thy heav- 
enly guidance and protection. In all our 
ways may we acknowledge Thee, that 
Thou mayest direct our paths. In whatso- 
ever state Thy providence hath placed us, 
may we be enabled to walk with Thee in 
newness of life, constantly trusting in Thy 
fatherly care, seeking at all times to be in- 
structed by Thy wisdom, and earnestly 
striving, not only in our outward deeds, but 
in our inward thoughts and affections, to be 
entirely devoted to Thy service. 

Graciously hear us, O God, for the sake 
of Thy well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ. 
AMEN. 
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Father of Love, our Guide and Friend, 

Oh, lead us gently on, 
Until life's trial-time shall end, 

And heavenly peace be won ! 
We know not what the path may be, 

As yet by us untrod ; 
But we can trust our all to Thee, 

Our Father and our God ! 

If call'd, like Abraham's child, to climb 

The hill of sacrifice, 
Some angel may be there in time ; 

Deliverance shall arise : 
Or, if some darker lot be good, 

Oh, teach us to endure 
The sorrow, pain, or solitude, 

That makes the spirit pure ! 

Christ by no flowery pathway came ; 

And we, His followers here, 
Must do Thy will, and praise Thy name, 

In hope, and love, and fear ; 
And, till in heaven we sinless bow, 

And faultless anthems raise, 
O Father, Son, and Spirit, now 

Accept our feeble praise. 

W. JOSIAH IRONS. 



Heavenly Father, to whose eye 
Future things unfolded lie, 
Through the desert where I stray 
Let Thy counsels guide my way. 
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Lord, uphold me day by day; 
Shed a light upon my way ; 
Guide me through perplexing snares; 
Care for me in all my cares. 

All I ask for is, enough ! 
Only, when the way is rough 
Let Thy rod and staff impart 
Strength and courage to my heart. 

Should Thy wisdom, Lord, decree 
Trials long and sharp for me, 
Pain or sorrow, care or shame, 
Father ! glorify Thy name ! 

Let me neither faint nor fear, 
Feeling stilt that Thou art near, 
In the course my Saviour trod, 
Tending still to Thee, my God. 

JOSIAH CONDER. 



A SACRED PLEDGE. 



A SACRED PLEDGE. 

"Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
throne of grace." 

"All the promises of God in him are yea, and in him 
Amen, unto the glory of God." 2 COR. I. 20. 

THESE words are a sacred pledge to 
the child of God, that his prayers 
will be heard and answered that every 
petition, every longing and desire will be 
fulfilled, in so far as they may conduce to 
his present and future happiness. 

And why ? Because the believer is one 
with Christ and of the Saviour it is written, 
" It pleased the Father that in Him should 
all fulness dwell." " In Him are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 
"In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
Godhead bodily." Now, this fulness, both 
of wisdom and grace, is intended for the 
benefit of Christ's Church and people. "All 
things are yours : for ye are Christ's, and 
Christ is God's." 

( 2 39) 
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Our Saviour frequently dwelt on this 
precious truth the oneness which subsisted 
between Himself and His followers, in 
order to assure them that, whatever might 
be their need their desire their emer- 
gency, they had only to reveal it unto 
Him only to draw near in faith, and with 
lowly boldness, to a Throne of Grace, and 
they would receive, out of His infinite ful- 
ness, all that was wanting in their sinful 
selves. Their very existence was bound up 
with His. "Because I live, ye shall live 
also " and, if they would be spiritually 
strong, healthy, and vigorous, if they 
would, like Him, resist every temptation 
do battle with every form of evil and, be 
able to say as He had done, " My meat and 
drink is to do the will of my Father which 
is in heaven," then must they "abide in 
Him," " grow up into Him in all things," 
follow the example which He left them, and 
have the " mind which was in Him." It was 
in this spirit He offered up the prayer in 
behalf of all His followers, " that, they all 
may be one, as thou, Father, art in me and 
I in Thee, that they also may be one in us.; " 
" I in them and thou in me, that they may 
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be made perfect in me." By various em- 
blems, too, He shadowed forth this truth. 
He compared Himself to the vine His 
people to the branches springing from that 
vine, and deriving life, nourishment, support 
from thence. He is represented as "the 
foundation and the chief corner stone " of the 
spiritual edifice, His people "the lively 
stones " built up on Him ; and, in order to 
impress deeply this innermost union of 
Christ with His people He becomes a " living 
corner stone," in whom "all the building 
groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord." 
Again, He is represented as the Head of a 
mystical body, whereof believers are the 
component members, as a bridegroom, 
while His Church is the bride, as a Shep- 
herd, His people the sheep under His 
watchful care. Thus are the most striking 
emblems employed, to intimate the close- 
ness the intimacy the completeness of 
this mysterious and most blessed union. 

Christian ! this is your ground of hope 
and encouragement in drawing near to the 
Throne of Grace in supplicating Divine 
mercy in imploring Divine aid in mak- 
ing known to the Hearer and Answerer of 
16 
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prayer, the longings and desires of your 
heart. It is in virtue of your union with 
Christ that sin is blotted out guilt is 
cancelled the curse is averted- justice is 
satisfied God is reconciled. It is in virtue 
of your union with Christ, that the promises 
of the covenant of grace are yours that the 
riches of heaven's treasury are yours that 
all that is Christ's becomes your portion and 
inheritance. It is in virtue of your union 
with Christ, that His grace is yours, to 
strengthen and sustain you His Spirit is 
yours, to guide, enlighten, and comfort you 
His intercession is yours, to secure for 
you all needed blessing His power is yours, 
to defend you from injury, to secure you 
against defeat His heart is yours, into 
which you may pour all your sorrows, and 
feel sure of sympathy His home is yours, 
to be your everlasting abode, that where He 
is, there you may be also. .' 

Oh ! what comfort and encouragement in 
the saddest and darkest hour, amid the 
sorest ills and the heaviest trials of life to 
know that, though unworthy in ourselves 
to ask anything of God, we may draw near 
" in Christ Jesus," and feel sure that we 
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have in Him, not only an all-prevailing In- 
tercessor, but One united to us by the 
closest ties who is deeply interested in our 
welfare One for whose sake the Father 
will withhold from us no good thing. What 
more is needed ? What more can be de- 
sired? Christ as GW all-powerful Christ 
as Man all-gracious; Christ as (Stable 
to save Christ as Man ready to sympa- 
thize ; Christ as God alone worthy to pre- 
sent a sufficient atonement and sacrifice for 
sin Christ as Man " in all things made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be a mer- 
ciful and faithful High Priest in things per- 
taining to God, to jnake reconciliation for 
the sins of his people. For, in that he 
himself hath suffered, being tempted, he is 
able to succor them that are tempted." 

Reader ! do you realize the preciousness 
of this truth that, to be " in Christ," is to 
have everything the soul can require, in 
time and throughout eternity ? This is the 
only real wealth. Earthly possessions pass 
away fame, riches, honor, all these are 
but gilded toys; but this is the pearl of 
great price the treasure above all treas- 
ures the enduring inheritance. To be " in 
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Christ," is to " have happiness and heaven." 
He is essential to every soul, and where He 
is, the root of everything else that is re- 
quired truly longed for by a human being 
is there too. Henceforth, "there is no 
condemnation to them that are in Christ 
Jesus." The Son of God became the Son 
of man that He might make us sons of God 
for ever. By His dying He destroyed death, 
and by His rising to life again, He restored 
to us everlasting life. 

No wonder, the apostle, when contem- 
plating this wondrous truth, should exclaim, 
" Ye are complete in Him." Yes, believers 
are complete, they have a fulness in Christ 
which nothing can exhaust a love which 
passeth knowledge a strength which is 
omnipotent and a faithfulness which can- 
not be questioned. And the more they 
dwell upon it, the deeper becomes the con- 
viction of their own weakness and Christ's 
sufficiency their own emptiness and His 
fulness their own ignorance and His wis- 
dom their own utter inability to keep the 
path of duty, and their daily, hourly need 
of Christ to animate, sustain, and guide 
them. Ye are complete in Him. Yes, it is 
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absolute unconditional perfect eternal 
for " the word of the Lord endureth for 
ever," "perfect in Christ Jesus." What 
words these, from the same man, who says, 
"In me dwelleth no good thing ? " - " When 
I would do good, evil is present with me" 
May we understand this more frequently, 
and learn to rejoice in Christ Jesus, while 
we learn, also, to have no confidence in the 
flesh. It was so with the apostle. He felt 
that anything was too hard, the simplest 
thing too difficult, without Christ ; the work 
before him only became possible easy-: 
when the promise was fulfilled, "' My grace 
is sufficient for thee; and my strength is 
made perfect in weakness." Then he could 
confidently say, " I can do all things through 
Christ which strengthened me." 

And the same lesson, namely, that of his 
own weakness and Christ's sufficiency, is 
frequently brought home to the believer. 
By painful and pressing trials by reverses 
and misfortunes by humiliating defeats in 
the conflict against temptation, is he re- 
minded, that " in him dwelleth no good 
thing ; " that his own strength is weakness 
his own wisdom, folly. He is driven 
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away from self from all confidence in the 
flesh, to Him who alone can guide and sus- 
tain him. He is rendered more suspicious 
of inward pride, and, therefore, more earnest 
in prayer. And this is the secret of all 
Christian progress more earnest in prayer, 
for supplies of grace, and such supplies of 
grace will ever be found sufficient. Yes, 
Christian, although in your daily course 
you seem to struggle in your duty, and 
though nothing seem to go on satisfactorily, 
be assured of this, so long as you are really 
looking to Christ and relying upon Him- 
so long is He working in you by His Spirit, 
and, however difficult may be your tasks, 
you will make progress. You perhaps may 
never perceive it you may not appear to 
make a step in advance but, be not dis- 
couraged. Remember, "All the promises 
of God in Christ are yea, and in him Amen, 
unto the glory of God ; " and these prom- 
ises are yours. 

Suffering Christian ! take comfort, and, 
painful as your trials may be, still come to 
the Throne of Grace, and humbly claim the 
fulfilment of those promises, which are 
yours in Christ Jesus. You will not be 
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sent empty away, but will assuredly receive 
" grace sufficient " for you. Such has ever 
been the experience of God's children. 
Faith has achieved its grandest conquests 
on straitened and sorrowed fields. God 
leads His people to Himself through ways 
that they know not. He sets before them, 
sometimes, in His deepest love, larger and 
harder tasks. He beckons them on 
to steeper heights with sharper rocks, 
where they must climb with pain and diffi- 
culty. He calls them on and upward, with 
His own animating voice, to some more 
splendid, because more grievous sacrifices ; 
but, even when the gloom of darkness 
seems to have enwrapt them in its folds, they 
are reminded, that " all the promises of God 
in Christ are yea, and Arnen," that these 
promises are theirs, in virtue of their union 
with Christ. A hand of love is outstretched, 
and with Jesus by their side, they advance 
more rapidly, and with firmer step, towards 
their heavenly home. On the heads of 
some of His children, God sets special suf- 
ferings as crowns of honor as signs of 
what great things He has yet in reserve for 
them, because He will make these crosses, 
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ladders of light, whereby they shall ascend 
nearer to Himself. 

One of the hardest lessons which the 
children of God have to learn by the seem- 
ing rejection and refusal of their requests, 
is the wisdom and the love of God, in thus 
apparently thwarting their wishes and de- 
sires, and crushing hopes which they fondly 
cherish. Hard it is to find out the wisdom 
of such apparent hindrances, how are we 
to be put forward and upward, by being put 
back and cast down, encouraged, by being 
rebuked prospered, by being baffled. 
When the company in the " Pilgrim's Prog- 
ress " had to sit up all night watching at 
the house of Gaius, Greatheart kept them 
awake with this riddle " He that would 
kill must first be overcome," and, the truth 
in it has been practically dug out, by trials 
that broke sleep through many a hard 
fortune in every Christian experience 
since. It needs wakeful watchers, spiritual 
eyesight, to read that riddle of life ; how 
defeat helps progress, how a compulsory 
standing still speeds on, how humiliation 
exalts, how putting a cross upon the 
shoulders lightens the burden of the race. 
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But, Christ has solved the wonder in His 
own cross and, in virtue - of their union 
with Him, believers are enabled to do so 
likewise. They discover that, standing still 
at the right time, in the right way, for 
the right purpose, is the surest advance ; 
that waiting on God, enables them to sur- 
mount obstacles too great for their own 
feeble powers, and that the failure of their 
favorite plans has often proved the richest 
success of the soul. Let the pressure of 
trouble drive them down from their own 
giddy heights of pride and self-confidence, 
and they will come upon the primary foun- 
dation, and grow strong out of the rock. 
Grief after grief brings us to joy, broken 
in spirit, we are made whole, humbled, we 
are exalted, often defeated, we yet gain the 
victory, and our progress heavenward, is 
hastened by the very things which we im- 
agine would certainly retard it. " Many 
are the afflictions of the righteous, but the 
Lord delivereth him out of them all." " In 
six and in seven troubles," the believer is 
tried, but in six and in seven troubles, the 
believer is strengthened ; and the various 
changes and trials of life the apparent non- 
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fulfilment of God's promises, are all in- 
tended to work together for his good, that 
he may be driven from man to God, from 
earth to heaven, from broken cisterns to the 
true fountain, that he may be brought to 
feel "what is there here to trust in ? where 
is the arm on which I can lean ? whither can 
I go for succor ? I have found everything 
earthly, unstable, changing, evanescent. In 
Thee, O God, and in Thee alone, can there 
be no change Thy Word is truth great 
is Thy faithfulness therefore to Thee I fly 
for refuge, comfort, strength, holiness, and 
peace. 

Reader ! as now we draw our meditations 
to a close, we would, earnestly and affec- 
tionately, press upon you the solemn truth, 
that if you would make progress in the di- 
vine life if you would enjoy inward peace, 
comfort, hope, if you would " abide in 
Christ," and glorify your Father in heaven 
by " bearing much fruit," then you must 
cultivate the daily habit, of revealing to 
your God and Saviour at the Throne of 
Grace, all your longings and desires. In 
this respect, it is not one act of faith that 
makes us " complete in Him." " We grow 
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up into Him." We are not moulded all at 
once into the image of Christ, we must be 
" renewed day by day." The divine life of 
the soul is a breathing life, and its breath 
is drawn from " fellowship with Christ." 
Christ is as needful every moment, as He is 
the first hour of conscious believing on Him. 
We need Him every night and morning, 
every struggling, toiling day, as much as, 
when at the beginning of our spiritual his- 
tory, He makes the sense of His grace and 
truth dawn upon the soul. Oh ! strive to 
apprehend this glorious truth to realize 
more of a personal, abiding union with 
Christ, by living near to the Throne of 
Grace, and by a daily conformity to His 
image. It is God's declared purpose to 
give you success in your effort. Rest upon 
this thought, carry it ever in your heart, 
forget not you are called to this glorious 
work to go on, from day to day, into a 
more entire conformity to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This must be your constant aim 
and effort to part with and to master, every 
evil desire and passion, till it might with 
truth be said of you " He is a Christian, 
because he is like to Christ." This is your 
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"calling" always to make progress in it, 
till the last moment of your earthly existence 
ay when your faculties fail you, and you 
are confined to the bed of sickness, or it may 
be, the bed of death the period of active 
service passed and, nothing left for you 
but to bear the will of God, even then will 
the transformation grow more rapid and 
complete, up to the last moment, and each 
of the disciples of Christ shall, in the last 
faltering moments of death, become like to 
his Master, ere he soars away to participate 
in that Master's glory. 

And, Christian, if it would strengthen 
your faith in the promises of God, and in 
the efficacy of earnest prayer, if it would 
encourage you in your difficulties and 
struggles against sin, to know that Christ is 
near to hear Him speak to take hold of 
His strengthening hand, know that He is 
nearer still than this. Every pure thought 
that rises in your breast is Christ's sugges- 
tion every holy desire and resolution, the 
proof that He is at hand every kindling of 
the spirit into devotion, the unconscious 
recognition by the spirit of His heavenly 
presence. Open the door of the heart to 
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Him, and the very mind and soul of Jesus 
will pass into yours your spirit will be 
suffused with His the very heart of Jesus 
will be beating within your breast. Christ 
will be in you " the hope of glory," and 
" beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the 
Lord, you will be changed into the same 
image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord." 

Most gracious God, in whom alone 
dwelleth all fulness of light and wisdom, 
illuminate our minds, we beseech Thee, by 
Thy Holy Spirit, in the true understanding 
of Thy Word. Give us grace to receive it 
with reverence, and humility, and faith un- 
feigned. We bless Thee for the gracious 
promises which Thou hast given us in Christ 
Jesus. Dispose us cheerfully to cast upon 
Thee all our cares, humbly to commit to 
Thy keeping all our interests, and earnestly 
to seek the aid of Thy strength, and the 
guidance of Thy wisdom, in all our under- 
takings. Show us more and more the di- 
vine fulness and sufficiency of our Lord and 
Saviour, for our spiritual wants. May we 
receive and rest upon Him alone, as able 
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and willing to save us unto the uttermost. 
Give us grace continually to abide in Him, 
that we may bear much fruit. May He be 
formed within us the hope of glory. As we 
have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
may we walk in Him, rooted and built 
up in Him, stablished in the faith, and 
abounding therein with thanksgiving. 

Blessed Saviour, do Thou abide in us, 
and make us wholly Thine. Enable us 
more faithfully to live as in Thy presence. 
In every season of danger and of trouble, 
may we look up to Thee as our very pres- 
ent help. In every hour of trial or tempta- 
tion may we stand in awe, lest in anything 
we offend Thee. And when our course on 
earth is finished, grant, O Lord, that we 
may be supported and comforted with Thy 
presence in the valley of the shadow of 
death, and may at last come to the glories 
of Thy heavenly kingdom, and there be 
made perfectly blessed in seeing, serving, 
and enjoying Thee for ever. AMEN. 

Rejoice, believers, in the Lord ; 

He makes your cause His own ; 
The hopes that rest upon His word, 

Can ne'er be overthrown. 
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Though countless foes beset the road, 

And feeble is your arm, 
Your life is hid with Christ in God, 

Beyond the reach of harm. 

Though God be veil'd from mortal sense, 

Faith sees Him always near, 
A guide, a glory, a defence, 

Then wherefore should you fear? 

For sure as Jesus overcame, 

And triumph'd once for you, 
So all that love His blessed name, 

Shall triumph with Him too. 



Oh, how kindly hast thou led me, 

Heavenly Father, day by day ! 
Found my dwelling, clothed and fed me, 

Furnish' d friends to cheer my way ! 
Didst Thou bless me, didst Thou chasten, 

With Thy smile, or with Thy rod, 
'Twas that still my step might hasten 

Homeward, heavenward, to my God. 

Oh, how slowly have I often 

Follow' d where Thy hand would draw! 
How Thy kindness fail'd to soften ! 

How Thy chastening fail'd to awe! 
Make me for Thy rest more ready, 

As Thy path is longer trod ; 
.Keep me in Thy friendship steady, 

Till Thou call me home, my God. 

THOS. GRINFIELD. 
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Cast on the fidelity 

Of my redeeming Lord, 
I shall His salvation see, 

According to His word : 
Credence to His word I give ; 

My Saviour in distresses past 
Will not now His servant leave, 

But bring me through at last. 

Better than my boding fears, 

To me Thou oft hast proved : 
Oft observed my silent tears, 

And challenged Thy beloved. 
Mercy to my rescue flew, 

And death ungrasp'd his fainting prey'; 
Pain before Thy face withdrew, 

And sorrow fled away. 

Now as yesterday the same, 

In all my troubles nigh, 
Jesus, on Thy Word and Name, 

I steadfastly rely; 
Sure as now the grief I feel, 

The promised joy I soon shall have ; 
Saved again, to sinners tell 

Thy power and will to save. 

To Thy blessed will resign'd, 

And stay'd on that alone, 
I Thy perfect strength shall find, 

Thy faithful mercies own ; 
Compass'd round with songs of praise, 

My all to my Redeemer give ; 
Spread Thy miracles of grace, 

And to Thy glory live. 

WESLEY. 
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